
 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 Curriculum 

 

RIS Swiss Section -  
Deutschsprachige 
Schule Bangkok 

 

Secondary Level 
 

 

 



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  2 

 

Contents 

 

1.  Preface         4 

2. Basic Principles of Evaluation and Assessment   5 

3. German as a Foreign Language Curriculum   7 

4. Primary School Curriculum      38 

5. Secondary School Curriculum     39 

5.1 Foundational Subjects       42 

5.1.1 German Curriculum       40 

5.1.2 English Curriculum       192 

5.1.3. French Curriculum       267 

5.1.4 Mathematics Curriculum      330 

5.1.5 Biology Curriculum       376 

5.1.6 Chemistry Curriculum       443 

5.1.7 Physics Curriculum       444 

5.1.8 History Curriculum       481 

5.1.9 Geography Curriculum      505 

5.1.10 Business/Economics and Law Curriculum   542 

5.1.11 Music Curriculum       565 

5.1.12 Art (Visual Design) Curriculum     566 

5.1.13 PE Curriculum        585 

5.2 Electives for Specialisation      602 

5.2.1 Spanish Curriculum       603 

5.2.2 Physics and Applied Mathematics Curriculum   620 

5.3 Additional and Transitional Subjects    603 

5.3.1 Latin Curriculum       620 

5.3.2 Mathematics Plus Curriculum     629 



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  3 

 

5.3.3 Philosophy Curriculum      651 

5.3.4 Ethics Curriculum       666 

5.4 Multi-class Curricula       681 

5.4.1 Computer Science Curriculum     682 

6.  Thai Curriculum        687



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  4 

 

1. Preface 

Dear Reader, 

What you are holding in your hands is a unique document ï the curriculum of the RIS Swiss 

Section - Deutschsprachige Schule Bangkok. It is unique because, as our school's curriculum, it is 

designed to serve our students and our needs. It was created within a quality-management 

framework, and grew out of the desire to make our work and our goals transparent to all those 

involved or interested in life at our school, as well as to meet the various demands that are made 

on our institution. 

The new 2011 curriculum comprises the whole range of our educational opportunities from pre-

kindergarten to the Matura, the Swiss general qualification for university entrance. It leads the 

students through the different levels, ensuring, as the ultimate goal, the successful transition to 

further institutions of higher learning. It is based both on the standards and requirements set by 

the Schweizerische Maturitätsanerkennungsreglement (Swiss regulations for the recognition of 

university-entrance diplomas) and the curriculum for primary and secondary schools of the Swiss 

Canton of Lucerne. Furthermore, it takes into account the specifications that govern Germany's 

intermediate secondary education diplomas. 

Rather than just conform to outside expectations, any curriculum should above all prepare students for 

life outside school. The curriculum here devotes itself to this idea with recourse to a modern 

pedagogical approach. It prescribes which tasks and actions a student can successfully perform with 

the knowledge and skills he or she has gained. Attitudes and values that the students are intended to 

exemplify through their own life are also part of such performativeðor ñcan doò ðcompetences. As 

another characteristic, the 2011 curriculum is geared towards differentiation, in order to individually 

support and challenge students.   

The quality of any curriculum does not only depend on its structure and intention. What is essential is 

how the teachers put it in practice. Since our curriculum has grown out of a consensus among the 

teaching staff and is also in line with the major educational schools of thought in Europe, I am 

confident that it will reach its objectives. 

I am greatly indebted to my colleagues for the additional work they have invested in getting 

familiarised with the demands on a modern curriculum, and for the outstanding implementation. 

I wish for the 2011 curriculum of the RIS Swiss Section - Deutschsprachige Schule Bangkok to serve 

as a helpful framework for teachers and their educational work, to guide students towards purpose-

driven learning, and to create transparency and trust for all interested parties.   

Bangkok, 15 March 2011      Dr. Daniel Halter 

  Headmaster
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Basic Principles of Evaluation and Assessment at the RIS Swiss 
Section - Deutschsprachige Schule Bangkok  
 
Assessment means the evaluation and documentation of the students' academic development and achieved 
standard of performance or proficiency at a given time. It has to be ensured that students are aware when they 
are being assessed; such situations must be clearly separated from the regular learning environment, where errors 
and mistakes are seen as chances to be used productively. 

Further core principles are: 

¶ The basis of any diagnostics or assessment are the competences and learning objectives 
defined by the RIS Swiss Section - Deutschsprachige Schule Bangkok's curricula. 

¶ Interior differentiation is given its proper attention and is practiced to a sufficient degree. 

¶ Instead of pointing out deficiencies, evaluation makes students aware of past and present 
achievements and opens up perspectives for the future. 

¶ The assessment criteria are made transparent to the students, or are even developed in 
cooperation with them. 

¶ Besides standardised tests for all students, individual assessment is done as well.  

¶ Evaluation that focuses on achieved results is supplemented by process-oriented evaluation. 

¶ It is the teachers who assess and grade. Their evaluation of a student's achievement is 
supplemented by other students' input and the assessed student's self-evaluation. This helps 
the students reflect on their learning style and identify their own strengths and weaknesses 
more precisely than before.  

 

Issues of concrete implementation in the different subjects and age-group levels are decided upon in 
conferences where teachers of a particular level (Stufenkonferenz) or subject (Fachschaft) meet.
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German as a Foreign Language 

 

  The learner's competence at the end of competence level A1 

Learning area: Communicative competences 

  

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 

Listening comprehension/aural and 
visual comprehension 

 

 

 

Specifically, the students can for 
example... 

At the end of the first part of their education, the 
students can understand single words and very 
simple sentences relating to themselves, their 
family, and concrete things from their everyday life. 

 

 

Understand simple instructions in the classroom and 
follow them appropriately. 

 

Understand questions and information regarding their 
own person and react to them appropriately (e.g. 
concerning their hometown, age, hobbies, or favorite 
book). 

 

Understand basic information in everyday situations 
that occur regularly (e.g., how much does a book cost, 
how long does it take to get to the swimming pool on 
foot), and act accordingly. 

 

 



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  9 

 

Participating in conversations At the end of the first part of their education, the 
students can, if given the chance to prepare, use 
simple sentences and short phrases to participate 
in conversations about persons, issues, and 
concrete situations they are familiar with, and ask 
syntactically simple questions, including follow-up 
questions, about the given topic.  

 

Introduce themselves or a person known to them.  

  

Specifically, the students can for 
example... 

Introduce themselves or a person known to them. 

 

Use phrases to greet somebody and say goodbye. 

 

Provide information concerning familiar topics to a 
conversation partner in simple sentences, while 
expressing satisfaction or displeasure. 

 

Express agreement or disagreement, apologise, and 
react to apologies. 

 

Enquire further about familiar topics, or react to 
someone else's further enquiries. 

 

Use facial expressions and gestures consciously to 
overcome problems in getting their message across. 

 

Pay attention to gestures, facial expressions, intonation 
and stress in conversations, and use those 
systematically themselves. 
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Main focus 

 

Knowledge, skills, attitudes 

Coherent speech At the end of the first part of their education, the 
students, using simple phrases and sentences that 
they have practiced, can describe things, persons 
and events from their immediate surroundings, 
with the sentences and phrases for the most part 
being combined without logical transitions. 

 

Specifically, the students can for 
example... 

Provide information about themselves and other people 
they know. 

 

Use fixed phrases that they have practiced to express 
how they feel. 

 

Comment on how they spend their free time. 

 

Provide important information about their place of 
residence. 

 

Use basic language to describe life at school. 

 

Reading comprehension At the end of the first part of their education, the 
students, provided they have been given the 
appropriate linguistic preparation for the task at 
hand, can derive essential information from short, 
simple texts about familiar situations from the 
classroom or everyday life by reading the text 
(more than once if necessary). 
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Specifically, the students can for 
example... 

Read out loud short texts comprehensibly. 

 

Understand assignments, instructions, explanations of 
exercises and tasks as well as written summaries of 
lessons.   

 

Derive information from short, simple (private or official) 
everyday-life texts (e.g. emails, text messages, short 
letters, signs); make use of appropriate linguistic and 
methodical assistance to gather the essential contents 
from reading texts that have been edited by educators 
for suitability.  

 

Understand simple poems, rhymes and songs that 
were created for children or use in schools.  

 

 Writing At the end of the first part of their education, the 
students canïbased on linguistic and content-
related promptsïwrite down simple facts and 
notes, using simple phrases and short sentences. 

 

Specifically, the students can for 
example... 

Put simple information for others in writing (e.g., as text 
messages, emails, postcards, greeting cards,  
invitations). 

 

Communicate simple facts from their own experience 
(e.g. the daily routine) in writing. 

 

Complete a pre-set questionnaire (e.g. a profile about 
themselves asking for height, age, eye color, etc.). 
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Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 

Mediation At the end of the first part of their education, the 
students can reproduce short (oral or written) 
standard-German utterances or texts from 
everyday communicative situations in their other 
language in a way that ensures a global 
understanding of the main idea.  

 

Specifically, the students can for 
example... 

Render simple information that is necessary to manage 
a specific situation (e.g. instructions, explanations) 
coherently in their own language and using key words 
in German.  

 

Learning area: Verbal/linguistic skills and abilities X units 

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 

Pronunciation/intonation At the end of the first part of their education, the 
students can use basic pronunciation and 
intonation patterns in a way that ensures they are 
being understood. 

 

Specifically, the students can for 
example... 

Apply patterns of pronunciation and intonation to simple 
structures. 

 

Use the stress patterns for simple statements, 
questions, and requests appropriately in practice. 

Spelling At the end of the first part of their education, the 
students have a solid, in-depth knowledge and 
command of the spelling of the basic 
communicative structures they produce. 
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Vocabulary At the end of the first part of their education, the 
students have a vocabulary range that allows them 
to fulfil basic communicative needs and to 
communicate successfully in everyday-life 
situations. 

 

This applies to: ¶ The teacher-class dialogue and classroom 
discussion 

 

¶ Selected communicative situations from 
everyday life  

Grammar At the end of the first part of their education, the 
students have acquired basic grammar and can use 
it to a large extent correctly in easy, familiar 
situations.  

Specifically, the students can for 
example... 

Identify and describe persons, things, facts, acts, and 
events. 

 

Phrase affirmative and negative statements, questions, 
and requests/orders.  

 

Report on events from their own experience in note 
form, and express desires and interests in a simple 
way. 

 

Identify grammatical elements and structures, and 
understand the wording of simple rules. 

 

Learning area: Text and media competence X units 

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 
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 At the end of the first part of their education, the 
students can systematically find information in 
very simple texts from everyday life or texts that 
were composed specifically for the foreign-
language classroom, and take first steps towards 
text production by making changes or additions to 
texts they receive. 

Specifically, the students can for 
example... 

Derive instructions from signs, name and describe the 
protagonists in short narrative texts, comprehend steps 
in a sequence of actions (e.g. by answering simple 
questions or putting pictures in the right order). 

 

Rephrase and (re)model short texts (e.g. profiles, text 
messages, brief stories, poems), make additions and 
changes to dialogs, act out dialogs creatively, recite 
texts.  
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  The learner's competence at the end of competence level A2 

Learning area: communicative competences                          Number of units varies 

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 

Listening comprehension/aural and visual 
comprehension 

At the end of this part of their education, the students 
can understand sentences and relatively short texts, if 
those deal with things and issues that they are familiar 
with. They generally understand the context of clearly 
worded messages whose content is simple, and of 
unambiguous audiovisual material. 

  

Understand requests, advice, and simple explanations, 
and react to them appropriately. 

 

Understand important details from everyday-life 
conversations ï if these deal with their own affairs, their 
own family, friends or topics like school and leisure ï 
and react accordingly. 

 

Gather crucial details from simply-worded explanations 
and descriptions, and behave accordingly. 

 

Understand short, simply-worded announcements that 
are repeated often, gather crucial information from 
them and act accordingly.  

 

 

 

Understand, for the most part, recorded songs, stories 
and audio scenes played in class, as well as cartoons 
and film sequences, provided there has been linguistic 
preparation for them in class beforehand. Reproduce 
the essential content or act it out in roleplays.  
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Participating in conversations In simple, routine situations, the students can share 
ideas about familiar subjects and areas of personal 
interest. They can also ask follow-up questions, 
express their opinion, and react to the opinions of 
others.  

 

Report on their own experiences. 

 

Describe actions, habits, and everyday activities. 

  

Inform others about plans, events, and arrangements. 

 

Describe and explain personal likes and dislikes. 

  

Express opinions regarding a familiar topic and use 
verbal skills to justify them and answer follow-up 
questions.  

 

Pay attention to gestures, facial expressions, intonation 
and stress in conversations, and use these themselves. 
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Coherent speech At the end of the second part of their education, the 
students can give a short, rehearsed presentation with 
a logical structure on a familiar topic, using transitions. 

  

They can inform others about plans, events, and 
results, or describe these. 

 

They can describe actions, habits and everyday 
activities. 

 

They can report on their own experiences or fields of 
interest. 

 

They can describe personal likes and dislikes. 

 

They can use simple means and devices to structure a 
text. 

 

They can underscore messages appropriately by for 
example using gestures and conscious stress. 
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Reading comprehension At the end of the second part of their education, the 
students can grasp the main ideas in clearly-structured 
texts whose language they have been prepared for in 
class, and gather information systematically.  The texts 
deal with situations and topics that play an important 
role in the daily lives of teenagers. 

 

They can read out loud longer text passages in a way 
that clarifies and stresses the meaning.  

 

Longer instructions regarding tasks and exercises, as 
well as written summaries of lessons and their results, 
are understood.  

 

The students can gather important ideas and crucial 
details from rather simple, short non-fictional texts that 
are informative, persuasive or instructional (e.g. 
brochures, prospectuses, leaflets).  

 

They can understand relatively simple poems and 
songs, as well as narrative and dramatic texts. 

  

They can employ different reading strategies and 
extract information from reference works that are 
suitable for teenagers. 
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Writing The students can compose texts using relatively simple 
phrases and sentences. 

 

They can compose personal messages, use simple 
linguistic devices to report on interesting results, 
describe their hobbies, and ask others about theirs. 

 

Given texts can be expanded, completed, remodeled, 
or composed anew following a given model. 

 

Students can briefly summarise or paraphrase what 
they heard, read, watched, or experienced; they can 
also express their opinion on this in a simple manner.  

Mediation In communicative situations from daily life, students 
can render oral or written statements or texts from one 
language in the other in a way that ensures others 
understand the key ideas.  

 

Students can paraphrase in one language the gist of 
relatively simple statements made in the other 
language. 

Learning area: Verbal/linguistic skills and abilities         Number of units varies 

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes   

Proununciation/intonation Pronunciation and intonation patterns are generally 
used correctly, although there is the possibility of an  
audible influence from the mother tongue.  

 

The students can put the pronunciation and intonation 
patterns that influence meaning in standard German 
into effect correctly.  

 

They can use relatively simple means to underscore 
messages and structure spoken texts (pauses, pitch, 
pace, emphasis of key words...). 



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  20 

 

Spelling The students correctly apply the spelling rules 
concerning the basic communicative structures ï which 
have been complexified functionally and thematically by 
now ï as well as important rules of punctuation. 

Vocabulary The basic vocabulary, which has been expanded in 
terms of functions served and topics covered by now, is 
generally used in a way that enables the students to 
communicate about familiar subjects in classroom 
discussions, about selected issues from the field of 
intercultural education, and also while doing tasks 
together in a cooperative-learning setting.  

Grammar The students use an enlarged repertoire of grammatical 
rules for the most part correctly in familiar situations. 

 

They can express the duration, repetition, and 
sequence of actions and events. 

 

They can express prohibition/permission, orders, 
requests, wishes, expectations and duties.  

 

They can report on or tell stories about past, present, 
and future events. 

 

They can demonstrate conditions, requirements, 
references and interconnections.  
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Learning area: Text and media competence             Number of units varies 

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 

Noticing and identifying different genres, 
making analytical and practical use of one's 
own reading and writing experiences  

 

Apply various different strategies of tackling and 
understanding texts: determine their own expectations 
and predictions concerning the text, formulate 
hypotheses regarding the text, test these, and revise or 
correct them if necessary.  

 

Identify the topic, plot, characters and selected striking 
structural features of relatively simple texts. 

 

Identify common genres (advertisement/advertising 
copy, instruction manual, weather report, etc.) of non-
fictional ï informative, instructional or persuasive ï 
texts; describe elements of the layout. 

 

Use ways to experiment with their own writing in order 
to test the effects of creative devices (e.g. by turning 
simple texts into plays and acting them out, 
transposing/replacing textual elements, carrying out 
interviews with characters, etc.). 

 

Guided by the teacher, use various suitable methods of 
gathering information ï depending on the task ï for 
research and communication. 

 

Learning area: Intercultural competence                            Number of units varies 

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 

Personal life/code of conduct E.g., clothes/fashion, role models, friends, sports. 

Education and careers The world of work and daily routines, the rights and 
duties of students. 

Cultural life and the media E.g., TV programmes, media use, the Internet, music. 
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Technology, the economy, and the 
environment 

E.g., industry and the environment, travelling. 

Social life E.g., food and drink, festivals and holidays, customs, 
linguistic and cultural diversity in institutions, schools, 
and neighbourhoods. 

Swiss, German, and Austrian regions  

 

Regional and political structure of the German-
speaking world, topographical orientation.  

Insights, awareness, and attitudes (end 
of third part of education) 

 

The students have, for the most part, a solid knowledge 
of the geography and character of the German-
speaking countries; they can orient themselves and are 
familiar with transport and travelling opportunities.  

 

Meeting others, they can ï be it in their own 
surroundings or while travelling (i.e., in simulated or 
real situations abroad) ï perceive distinctive features of 
people's living conditions and ways of life, and compare 
and contrast them with their own. 

 

They can find examples of culture-specific patterns of 
behaviour in authentic informative, instructional, or 
persuasive texts. 

 

In fictional or simple literary texts, they can interpret 
facts and ways of behaviour from a specific cultural 
perspective. 
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Practical intercultural exchange (end of 
third part of education) 

Establish contact ï via letter or email ï with German-
speaking partners, and use appropriate questions to 
gain deeper insights into daily life in the German-
speaking world. 

 

Employ interviewing techniques to gather information 
about the living conditions in German-speaking 
countries from people who are from German-speaking 
countries; and analyse and evaluate the interviews 
appropriately. 

 

Resort to linguistic formulas, phrases, and behavioural 
patterns that facilitate communication with strangers; 
distinguish between informal language (in the family 
and with friends) and formal language when choosing 
ways to communicate orally or in writing.  

 

Anticipate potential communication problems, defuse 
disruptions with suitable phrases and nonverbal 
actions. 
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Reflecting upon language(s) and verbal 
communication 

 

Provide information about their own (foreign) language 
biography. 

 

Explore and document how multilingual life is at their 
school. 

 

Describe and explain the significance of the (foreign) 
languages they have learned for their personal life and 
their future. 

 

Explore particularities of the German language, 
compare them with other languages, and support the 
findings by giving examples. 

 

Make observations about the use of the German 
language in concrete daily-life situations that occur 
regularly, and compare the results to other languages 
they are familiar with. 

 

They realise how speech-act patterns are dependent 
on culture, and can analyse this with the help of 
examples. 
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Observing language systematically, 
experimenting with linguistic modes and 
structures, and discovering usage 
patterns and rules for one's own 
language use  

 

Separate words into their parts, and reassemble them 
in a different form. 

 

Identify words and expressions that the German 
language took from other languages, or that other 
languages took from German, and point out the 
resulting changes in terms of spelling and 
pronunciation. 

 

By comparing German to other languages, the students 
realise the characteristic syntactic particularities of the 
German language. 

 

Dealing with concrete situations or authentic texts, they 
become aware of idiomatic and metaphorical patterns 
of language use, and adopt these for their own usage.  

 

They can correctly label genres, linguistic modes and 
structures that have been repeatedly covered in class.  

(Foreign) language learning 
competences 

Check tasks and exercises in detail; determine what 
they have to do under the given circumstances, and 
what results are expected.  

 

The students can successfully deal with the learning 
materials that are used, and make use of any optional 
assistance to solve the learning tasks at hand. 

 

They can prepare a given topic by activating previous 
knowledge and taking notes on this as well as on 
relevant vocabulary they are already familiar with.  

 

When doing research, they can decide which sources 
are suitable for solving the task at hand. 
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Using strategies of cooperation and 
supporting each other when learning 

 

Following the teacher's initial guidance, organise work 
in groups or pairs, which includes agreeing on how to 
do the task and who does what.  

 

Building on given models, the students can continue 
their learning tasks in small groups. 

 

In accordance with their linguistic competences, the 
students can use different languages in order to solve 
tasks. 

 

The students can assist and support each other in 
terms of language. 

The students can create extracurricular 
learning opportunities for themselves 

 

Seek out encounters with native German speakers, and 
make use of authentic communicative situations for 
their own language learning. 

 

They can work with native German speakers face to 
face or via long-distance learning, and use  applicable 
learning strategies. 

 

They can use the internet with its informational and 
communicative resources as a learning opportunity.  

The students can apply receptive-
competence strategies and use various 
reading and listening/aural and visual 
strategies 

 

Preparing for listening comprehension/aural and visual 
comprehension or reading comprehension, they can 
make themselves aware of what they should focus on 
(for example in terms of the content). 

 

They can use various methods to determine the 
meaning of unknown words, phrases, and text 
passages from context.  

  

They have built up a repertoire of different receptive 
strategies, and use these appropriately and 
systematically. 
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Applying productive-competence 
strategies and using various speaking 
and writing strategies 

 

They can apply different communicative strategies, 
although they lack vocabulary and rhetorical skills. 
Thus, fluent communication is still possible.  

 

They can use word processors and their spell 
checkers. 

 

They can compare their own writing to models and 
correct the former if necessary. 

 

They can plan and outline their own oral and written 
texts using applicable strategies. 

 

They can develop given materials into coherent and 
comprehensive oral or written texts.  

 

They can check and improve texts of their own, as well 
as of their fellow students. 

 

Being up to date with contemporary technology, they 
can employ (simple) presentation techniques in order to 
report ï sometimes  with the help of computers ï on 
results from given tasks. 

Strategies of self-evaluation and self-
correction can be employed 

They check their own texts with the help of linguistic 
models. 

 

After a period of learning, the students can make 
themselves aware of the knowledge and skills they 
have gained. 

 

They can take conscious risks and express what they 
cannot do confidently yet in order to get feedback from 
the teacher or other linguistically competent people. 
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  The learnerôs competence at the end of competence level B1 

Learning area: Communicative competences  

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 

Listening comprehension/aural and 
visual comprehension 

At the end of the third competence level, the 
students can understand the main ideas and even 
details of a statement, provided it deals with age-
appropriate, interesting things and issues. Working 
with media, they can gather essential information, if 
it is about current affairs and topics from their 
fields of interest. 

 Specifically, the students can: 

 

- understand extensive advice and explanation, and 
follow it appropriately 

- follow conversations about familiar matters and topics 
in daily life; to assure understanding, they can ask 
questions and request explanations  

- understand messages about how to manage 
everyday-life situations, and react accordingly 

- gather the main ideas from radio or TV programmes 
(e.g. documentaries) ï provided they deal with familiar 
topics. They can summarise the content in their own 
words and comment on it   

 - use an expanded repertoire of strategies of reception 
for listening comprehension (e.g. critical or evaluative 
listening/watching, listening/watching for pleasure). 

Learning area: Communicative competences  

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 
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Participating in conversations At the end of the third part of their education, the 
students can ï  even without preparation ï 
participate in conversations about familiar topics 
and matters they are interested in, while also being 
able to justify and support their personal opinion, 
and to react to the opinions of others.  

 Specifically, the students can: 

 

- express emotions (such as surprise, joy, sadness, 
anger, interest, and indifference), and react to such 
expressions of emotion 

- describe their own goals, hopes, and dreams, and 
react to the goals, hopes, and dreams of others 

- initiate, continue, and sustain a conversation or 
discussion, while evaluating, agreeing to, or 
disagreeing with the opinions of others 

- disclose concrete information in an interview and 
react to spontaneous follow-up questions; prepare and 
conduct an interview, and ask spontaneous follow-up 
questions  

- anticipate expectations and use language 
appropriately, i.e. with the recipient and the situation in 
mind 

- employ rhetorical strategies (e.g. polite phrases, 
follow-up questions, simplifications, paraphrases, non-
verbal communication) 

- apply different communicative strategies (e.g. in 
dialogues, debates, interviews, panel discussions) 

- pay attention to gestures, facial expressions, 
intonation, and stress in conversations, and use these 
systematically themselves. 

 

Learning area: see above   

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 
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Coherent speech At the end of the third competence level, the 
students, if prepared, can speak in front of an 
audience about topics from their areas of 
experience and interest, describing and/or 
evaluating the subject matter. They can tell stories 
and report on events and experiences in a logical 
order.   

 Specifically, the students can for example: 

 

- prepare and give a structured presentation on a 
familiar topic, illustrating the main aspects in a 
sufficiently precise manner  

- report on personal experiences in detail, describing 
their own feelings and reactions 

- paraphrase the plot of fictional texts and the content 
of film excerpts and/or audio books 

- report on actual events and tell stories 

- structure their own comments in discussions clearly 

- apply strategies of fashioning and structuring spoken 
language (e.g. introductory and concluding phrases, 
key words) 

- emphasise the importance of specific ideas, for 
instance through gestures, facial expressions, 
intonation, or stress.  

Learning area:  see above  

Main focus Knowledge, skills, abilities 

Reading comprehension  At the end of the third competence level, the 
students can read, understand, and analyseïfor the 
most part autonomouslyïdifferent texts that deal 
with topics from their areas of interest and 
experience. 
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 Specifically, the students can for example... 

- read out longer texts in a way that clarifies the 
meaning 

- understand rather complex instructions and more 
sophisticated summaries of lessons and results.  

- read and understand informative, instructional, and 
persuasive texts (e.g., instruction manuals, brochures, 
letters to the editor, emails, blogs from websites or 
magazines for teenagers) as well as longer, slightly 
more complex non-fictional texts about familiar topics 

- identify, for the most part without assistance, the 
themes, plot, characters, and basic atmosphere even of 
longer fictional texts (e.g. youth literature) 

- expand their repertoire of reading-comprehension 
strategies (e.g. critical/evaluative reading, reading for 
pleasure) 

- analyse information from various sources (e.g., 
newspapers, encyclopaedias, the Internet) 

Learning area: see above  

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 

Writing At the end of the third competence level, the 
students can compose coherent, unified texts 
about familiar topics; as they structure these into 
paragraphs, there is a clear logical or chronological 
order.  
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 Specifically, the students can for example:  

- illustrate facts and matters from their own experience 
in personal messages; describe feelings and reactions 

- give a coherent account of events or experiences, and 
describe people, things, and facts comprehensibly and 
in detail 

- compose formal texts that are both essential for their 
own life/experience and follow stricter conventions than 
earlier assignments (e.g. letter to an unknown host 
family, application for a summer job or internship, 
CV/resume)  

- put into effect basic rhetorical modes in and with their 
texts: narration, reporting, description, explanation, 
argumentation (presenting opinions and supporting 
them) 

- paraphrase, summarise, and comment on what they 
have heard, read, witnessed, or experienced 
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Learning area: see above  

Main focus Knowledge, skills, abilities 

Mediation At the end of the third competence level, the 
students can, in social situations known from daily 
life, render oral and written statements or texts 
from one language in the other in a way that 
ensures an understanding of the main idea, 
relevant details, and their context.  

 Specifically, the students can for example... 

paraphrase the essentials and/or details from simple 
statements from one language in the other language 
(this includes longer statements); add further 
explanations that might be necessary to ensure a 
complete understanding (this especially concerns 
mediation from German into the native language). 

Learning area: Verbal/linguistic skills and abilities  

Main focus Knowledge, skills, abilities 

Pronunciation and intonation At the end of the third competence level, the 
students can use patterns of pronunciation and 
intonation for the most part correctly, even though 
they still have a slight accent. 

 Specifically, the students can for example...  

- show largely appropriate pronunciation and intonation 
even in authentic conversations and simply-structured 
speeches 

- Use devices and techniques related to pronunciation 
and intonation in order to support and structure their 
arguments or rhetorical purposes 

- recognise and categorise typical varieties of German 
accents  

Learning area: see above  

Main focus Knowledge, skills, abilities 
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Spelling At the end of the third competence level, the 
students can spell correctly when operating within 
basic communicative structures with a specific 
purpose and topic, and the fundamental spelling 
rules are applied largely automatically. 

Learning area: see above  

Main focus Knowledge, skills, abilities 

Vocabulary Generally speaking, at the end of the third 
competence level the students can routinely and 
appropriately use, in terms of both production and 
reception, a basic vocabulary that has been 
expanded as far as functions and topics are 
concerned. When dealing with less familiar topics 
and intellectually challenging situations, they 
sometimes still need assistance.   

 

 This applies to: 

 

- classroom discussion and the teacher-class dialogue 
(e.g. defining, illustrating, explaining, taking a stand, 
arguing a position) 

- a wide range of topics and areas of experience 
concerning intercultural learning  

- methodical work (i.e., work that takes the respective 
conventions of the specific disciplines into account) on 
texts and media in order to describe and explain 
linguistic phenomena 

- cooperative-learning and discussion-based tasks.   
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Learning area: see above  

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 

Grammar At the end of the third competence level, the 
students can employ a consolidated repertoire of 
frequently used grammatical structures and have 
developed a structural awareness of the German 
language that enables them to correct themselves, 
among other things. 

 Specifically, the students can for example...  

 

- use additional ways of expressing future events, 
voicing assumptions and conditions, expressing further 
modalities  

- reproduce information literally or paraphrase it 

- identify and put into words (without assistance) how 
the parts of a sentence relate to each other in terms of 
space, time, and logic; use both the active and passive 
voice to describe actions and events 

- discover, describe, and explain linguistic regularities 
and distinctive features; formulate hypotheses and test 
them 

Learning area: Text and media competence 

Main focus Knowledge, skills, attitudes 

Text and media competence At the end of the third competence level, the 
students can identify the contents and main ideas 
of simple authentic (informative, instructional, or 
persuasive) texts as well as of works of fiction; 
they can analyse the effects of those on the reader 
and, following given models, compose texts of a 
simple structure in order to test the effects of 
stylistic devices. 
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 Specifically, the students can for example... 

 

- as far as simple works of fiction are concerned, gather 
and provide specific information on, among other 
things, the characters, the setting (time and place), and 
the plot of narrative texts; categorise texts into basic 
genres (e.g. poetry/songs, narrative prose, drama) and 
identify fundamental structural elements by referring to 
the text; describe and explain crucial elements of the 
interplay between language, images/pictures and/or 
sound/music in texts with multiple codes (e.g. comics, 
cartoons, short radio plays, scenes from movies, news 
programmes); develop first approaches towards 
interpretation based on the experience with textual 
analysis 

- find striking and uncommon features in texts (e.g. rare 
poetic words, technical terms, complex syntax), identify 
fundamental stylistic characteristics of texts or 
passages (e.g. repetition, hyperbole, simile, metaphor)   

- with (informative, instructional, or persuasive) non-
fiction, recognise, among other things, common genres 
(e.g. news, graphs and charts, simple forms of 
journalistic writing), and follow the line of reasoning or 
the argumentation; when applicable, make inferences 
about the author's position based on the text 

- use their own multi-faceted writing to explore the 
effects of narrative and rhetorical devices (e.g. by 
changing the point of view, creating an ending for a 
story, composing texts for advertisements)  

- guided by the teacher, use various information-
gathering methods for specific and given research and 
communication tasks 
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Learning area: Intercultural competence  

Main focus: 

 

Knowledge, skills, attitudes 

Personal life/code of conduct e.g. intergenerational relations, peer groups, the 
structure of the family 

Education and careers e.g. vocational guidance/career orientation and the 
world of work: perspectives, rights, and duties in terms 
of education or training; (international) education and 
training systems 

Cultural life and the media e.g. the Internet, daily newspapers, magazines,  the 
cultural scene 

Technology, the economy, and the 
environment 

e.g. tourism, industrial areas, national parks and 
ecological projects 

Social life e.g. well-known political figures; Europe and the 
European Union  

Regions in Germany, German-speaking 
regions 

e.g. regional linguistic varieties and accents, social and 
cultural determinants (e.g. illustrated by North-South or 
town-country divides)   
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4. 

 

Primarschule (Swiss Primary 
School) Curriculum 

 
(See document 14.1.1 ñLehrplan 2011 Primarò/ñ2011 Primary 
School Curriculumò)
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5. 

 

Sekundarschule (Swiss 
Secondary School) 
Curriculum 
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5.1  

 

Foundational Subjects 
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5.1.1 

 

German Curriculum 
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German 
 
 
Grade 7 
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Area of competence: Reading 
 
 

Reading skills: Reading techniques and reading strategies (grade 7) 

Realschule* Sekundarschule** Gymnasium 

Guided by the teacher, the 
students use various reading 
techniques and strategies. 

The students get increasingly 
autonomous in their use of various 
reading techniques and strategies. 

The students use various reading 
techniques and strategies 
autonomously. 

 

In detail, this includes  

in terms of reading techniques: 

¶ repeated reading 

¶ slow reading 

¶ skimming 

¶ silent reading 

¶ reading out loud 

¶ reading to paraphrase 

¶ reading in stage-like settings (scenes) 
in terms of reading strategies: 

¶ making guesses about the topic of a text  

¶ formulating questions about and for the text 

¶ clarifying terms/meanings of words (dictionary, context) 

¶ marking key words, making notes in the margins 

¶ dividing the text into meaningful parts by coming up with section titles 

¶ writing down information in order to reproduce or present it 

Possible content: 

¶ Mind-map; table; tree diagram; note cards/sheets; crib sheet; sketch; graphic aids 

¶ Informative text (e.g. newspaper article, informative texts from textbooks from other subjects); 
electronic text 

¶ Novella; short story; dialogues in prose texts; one-act plays; ballads; poems 

=>*** Identifying sentence elements, examining references and relations within the sentence and the text 

=> Identifying parts of speech 

 

*)  The Swiss ñRealschuleò is equivalent to the German ñHauptschuleò 
**)   ñSekundarschuleò is equivalent to the German ñRealschuleò 
 

***) Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Reading: Understanding informative/non-fictional texts and media (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students understand 
informative texts (including 
nonlinear texts and texts in 
combination with audiovisual 
elements) that require a basic 
knowledge of everyday-life issues, 
and they can use what they have 
read in order to answer questions 
or solve problems. 

The students understand 
informative texts (including 
nonlinear texts and texts in 
combination with audiovisual 
elements) that require a more 
comprehensive knowledge of 
everyday-life issues, and they can 
use what they have read in order 
to answer questions or solve 
problems. 

The students understand 
informative texts (including 
nonlinear texts and texts in 
combination with audiovisual 
elements) that require not only 
knowledge of everyday-life issues, 
but also some basic specialised 
knowledge,  and they can use 
what they have read in order to 
answer questions or solve 
problems. 

 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Researching information 

¶ Detecting and linking information 

¶ Grasping the structure of the text 

¶ Developing an understanding of texts 

¶ Reflecting on and evaluating texts with recourse to external knowledge 

¶ Knowing the features of basic informative genres (report, description, advertisement, contract), and 
using this to understand texts 

¶ Describing the form and the effects of a text 

¶ Knowing various ways of how a writer influences or guides the reception (choice of information, 
visual presentation, address of reader, etc.) 

¶ Knowing selected basic terms of textual analysis (e.g. topic, main idea, point of view of an author, 
structure/organisation, purpose, intended audience, thesis, arguments, choice of words/tone, 
sentence structure)  

¶ Coping with nonlinear texts, grasping structures and linking information 

Possible content: 

¶ Presenting a topic in different media 

¶ Dictionary; student dictionary related to a specific subject; using the internet to clarify terms, the 
meaning of words and generally research information  

¶ Various summaries of texts and ideas 

 

 

 



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  45 

 

 

 

Reading: Understanding literary/fictional texts and media (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students work with and 

understand simple literary texts, 

broaden their mind in terms of 

what literary texts have to offer, 

distinguish between what is meant 

literally and figurative meaning, 

and discuss the results of their 

analyses with others. 

The students expand their abilities 

in terms of working with and 

understanding longer and more 

difficult texts, gain motivation for 

reading, distinguish between what 

is meant literally and figurative 

meaning, and discuss the results 

of their analyses with others. 

The students expand their abilities 

in terms of working with and 

understanding longer and more 

complex literary texts, gain a solid 

motivation for reading, analyse the 

meaning(s) of texts more deeply 

and discuss this with others. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Distinguishing between what is meant literally and what is meant figuratively 

¶ Describing characters in simple texts, and identifying their role in the plot 

¶ Distinguishing in texts between different perspectives towards an problem/event 

¶ Guided by the teacher, structuring the plot and the development of characters 

¶ Knowing and using the differences between literary genres, understanding conventional narrative 

strategies (problem/conflict; plot steps/its gradual development within the plot; closure/resolution) in 

terms of their importance for the presentation of a theme/problem   

¶ Knowing the steps of reception and using them under guidance:  

¶ Formulating expectations  

¶ Expressing personal reactions to a text  

¶ Developing a hypothesis regarding oneôs understanding of the text at this point 

¶ Giving specific passages as evidence for oneôs observations about the text  

¶ Formulating and evaluating results (e.g., in terms of their relation to oneôs own life, or to texts 

that deal with a similar topic) 

¶ Discussing the results of the analysis with others, comparing and reflecting on the differences 

Possible content: 

¶ Prose forms and their potential and effects (novellas, short stories, novels for teenagers) 

¶ Poems (stanza, rhyme, rhythm); ballads; several poems on the same topic: their importance and 

their ways to present an issue/theme (taking basic stylistic features into account) 

¶ Short play; scene; audio play 

¶ Reading aids (table of contents, blurb, index)  

¶ Structure/outline  

¶ Profile; biography of a character 

¶ Visualising relationships between characters, conflicts, events within the plot  

¶ Reading log/diary (documenting a reading process); reading log in table form (characters and their 

development, plot sections, functions of one plot step); reading portfolio/dossier (documenting 

analytical and interpretative steps) 
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¶ Categories of textual analysis and interpretation: vocabulary/semantic fields, key and signal words, 

symbolism, imagery, speech acts (appealing, giving information, expressing personal thoughts and 

feelings etc.), point of view, rhetorical devices 

=>  Word lists related to semantic fields, sentence elements 
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2. Area of competence: Writing 
 

The students know selected ways of writing as means of communication, presentation, and 
reflection, and they compose texts that fit their intended audience in an increasingly autonomous 
manner. 

They make plans and outlines that are appropriate for the task at hand, and they edit and revise 
their texts.  

 

 

Core competences: 

¶ Having a range of writing skills at oneôs disposal 

¶ Organising and carrying out a writing process autonomously 

¶ Writing correctly 

 

Writing skills: Planning, outlining, revising, and polishing texts (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students distinguishðin an 
increasingly autonomous 
mannerðselected functions of 
writing and pay attention to these 
when they compose simple texts 
and consider intention, situation, 
and, if necessary, intended 
audience (partly guided by the 
teacher). Guided by the teacher, 
they revise their own and othersô 
texts together, using selected 
criteria and revision strategies, and 
with the help of the teacher, they 
apply what they have learned to 
the production of own texts. 

The students distinguish different 
functions of writing and pay 
attention to these when they 
compose relatively short texts and 
consider intention, situation, and, if 
necessary, intended audience. 
They revise their own and othersô 
texts together in an increasingly 
autonomous manner, using 
revision strategies, and with help, 
they apply what they have learned 
to the production of own texts. 

 

The students distinguish different 
functions of writing and pay 
attention to these when they 
compose texts and consider 
intention, situation, and, if 
necessary, intended audience. 
They revise their own and othersô 
texts together, using revision 
strategies, and, even without help, 
apply what they have learned to 
the production of own texts.  

 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using strategies to generate ideas and writing strategies 

¶ Planning texts with regards to specifications in terms of content, language, style, and, if desired, 
form; brainstorming; outline 

¶ Structuring texts logically  

¶ Using standardised patterns and word lists for own written communication  

¶ Paying attention to appropriate visual form, writing at an appropriate pace  

¶ Making use of the layout and editing/correcting features of the computer  

¶ Using the dictionary  

¶ Making use of writing conferences, cooperative feedback (ñTextlupeò) etc.  

¶ Developing criteria grids  

¶ Evaluating the authorôs intention, his/her consideration of the intended audience, choice of words, 
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sentence structure, linguistic correctness, the textôs accessibility, and its layout/look   

¶ Identifying errors and mistakes, correcting them with the help of tools and aids 

¶ Putting feedback to use with the help of the teacher 

Strategies: 

¶ Using several writing competences autonomously, and appropriately in terms of their function 

Possible content: 

¶ Clustering; mind-map; ñIdeensternò (brainstorming with external stimuli); flowchart; formal outline 

¶ Boilerplates; useful standard phrases; dictionaries; different tests to check oneôs correctness 
(rearranging, sound etc.) 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Narration, literary and creative writing (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Following prompts and 
instructions, the students write 
about and creatively develop 
events that are good story 
material, using the most important 
narrative patterns and selected 
narrative techniques. Following 
selected prompts, they use aids to 
compose texts that express their 
individual imagination and 
creativity.  

The students write about and 
creatively develop events that are 
good story material, using selected 
narrative techniques and 
considering the thoughts and 
feelings of the characters. 
Following selected prompts, they 
compose texts that express their 
individual imagination and 
creativity. 

 

The students write about and 
creatively develop events that are 
good story material, using selected 
narrative techniques and 
considering the thoughts and 
feelings of the characters. 
Following varied prompts, they 
compose texts that express their 
individual imagination and 
creativity, and they reflect on 
individual creative decisions.   

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using rhetorical devices in oneôs own writing. 

¶ Transforming texts by looking at literary models, which includes changing the point of view 

¶ Narrating coherently when guided, which includes the use of prompts/models to emulate and 
changes in point of view 

¶ Using rhetorical and stylistic patterns of literary texts for oneôs writing  

¶ Developing a plot  

¶ Composing texts in writing workshops 

Strategies: 

¶ Using specific methods to generate ideas 

Possible content: 

¶ Clustering; mind-map; plot outline 

¶ Stories based on experiences and made-up stories 

¶ ñErzählkernò: turning a short report of an event into a full-fledged story; personal letter; beginning of 
a story; turning an oral into a written story; retelling a story 

 =>  Word lists about semantic fields; sentence elements 

 =>  Tenses and time levels; anteriority and posteriority 

 =>  Rhetorical devices 

 =>  Direct speech; punctuation 

 =>  Word families 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Description (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students describe structured 
processes and people, considering 
the intended audience and using 
simple technical terms and basic 
rhetorical devices. 

 

The students describe processes, 
objects, and people in a detailed 
way that does justice to the topic 
and the field, using technical terms 
and functionally essential 
rhetorical devices.  

 

The students describe complex 
processes, objects, and people in 
a detailed and precise way that 
does justice to the topic and the 
field, using technical terms and 
functional rhetorical devices. 

 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Observing processes carefully 

¶ Examining objects, pictures, people in a sophisticated way 

¶ Considering the combined experiences and expectations of the recipient(s) 

Strategies: 

¶ Making notes, creating models, plans, and drafts 

Possible content: 

¶ Describing objects, processes, people, pictures, places; manuals 

=> Semantic fields; sentences elements; dictionary; 

=> Functions of the tenses; compound and complex sentences (e.g. causal or conditional clauses); 

function of adjectives and adverbs; attributes 

=> Nominalisation of verbs and adjectives 

=> Foreign words; technical terms 

 

Rhetorical modes and purposes: Report (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students inform the recipient 
objectively about simple truths, 
facts, and events. 

The students inform the recipient 
objectively about relatively short 
events, facts, and truths. 

The students inform the recipient 
objectively and in detail about 
complex events, facts, and truths. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using structural principles such as chronology and cause/effect for organisation 

¶ Using selected technical terms 

¶ Making use of notes 
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Strategies: 

¶ Making notes and creating models, plans, and drafts 

Possible content: 

¶ Report; accident report; piece of news; message 

¶ Report outline; forms 

 =>  Working with sentence elements 

 =>  Reproducing othersô speech (e.g. reported speech, paraphrase); subjunctive (Konjunktiv) 

 =>  Functions of complex sentences (e.g. causal clauses) 

 =>  Indicating time; nominalisation of verbs and adjectives 

 =>  Word families 

 =>  Semantic fields 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Summary and paraphrase (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Guided by the teacher and using 
the main ideas, the students 
summarise the content of simple 
literary, informative and new media 
texts; they formulate statements 
about simple nonlinear texts and 
analyse these in a simple 
functional context; they formulate 
their own viewpoints regarding 
familiar topics. 

Using the main ideas, the students 
summarise the content of relatively 
short literary, informative, and new 
media texts; they formulate 
statements about relatively short 
nonlinear texts and analyse these 
in various functional contexts; they 
give reasons to justify their own 
viewpoints regarding familiar 
topics. 

The students summarise the 
content of longer literary, 
informative, and new media texts, 
using ways to report direct speech; 
they formulate statements about 
nonlinear texts and analyse these 
in many different functional 
contexts; they give reasons to 
justify their own viewpoints. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Formulating questions about and for the text 

¶ Finding key words, titles etc. 

¶ Identifying the main ideas in texts 

¶ Taking and collecting structured notes following given patterns 

¶ Making an outline 

¶ Using aids and tools for finding the right words and phrases 

¶ Reporting direct speech, e.g. by paraphrasing (or in more varied ways) 

¶ Considering intention and intended audience 

¶ Formulating recommendations for reading texts, supporting these with reasons 

Strategies: 

¶ Using reading strategies 

¶ Using strategies for marking text 

¶ Consulting dictionaries and encyclopaedias 

Possible content: 

¶ Retelling; summary of content; blurb; show-and-tell (book) 

 =>  Reporting direct speech (paraphrase, subjunctive/Konjunktiv) 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Persuasion, appealing to others (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Taking the situation and the 
recipient into account, the students 
write letters and messages in 
everyday-life situations about 
relatively simple facts, events, 
occasions; they advertise own 
concerns by presenting them 
convincingly. 

 

Taking the situation and the 
recipient into account, the students 
write letters and messages in 
everyday-life situations to 
recipients they know well and not 
so well; they advertise their own 
and other peopleôs concerns by 
presenting their viewpoint 
convincingly and considering 
possible expectations of the 
recipient. 

Taking the situation and the 
recipient into account, the students 
compose texts such as letters and 
messages, using several 
standardized text forms; they 
advertise their own and other 
peopleôs concerns by presenting 
their viewpoint convincingly and 
anticipating and reflecting on the 
effect on the recipient.   

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Filling out forms (including application forms) appropriately 

¶ Limiting information to the essentials 

¶ Justifying oneôs own viewpoints 

¶ Using rhetorical devices consciously for persuasive purposes 

Strategies: 

¶ Using textual modules, boilerplates 

Possible content: 

¶ Personal letter, invitation, congratulations, appeal, advertisement (e.g. poster), learning poster, wall 
newspaper, plan for presentation, email, memo, text message 

¶ Being pen pals with classes in Germany, Switzerland or other countries (snail mail) 

 =>  Useful phrases and other help (e.g. how to address/greet people, how to spell pronouns of address)   

 =>  Reproducing speech (e.g. reported speech, paraphrase, subjunctive/Konjunktiv) 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Argumentation/taking a stand (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Based on available information, 
the students formulate a position 
regarding simple controversial 
issues. 

 

Based on available information, 
the students formulate a position 
regarding moderately 
straightforward controversial  
issues, and present arguments. 

Based on available information, 
the students formulate a position 
regarding controversial issues, and 
support it with arguments and 
evidence. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Coming up with questions regarding a controversial issue 

¶ Gathering information about this, and ordering/classifying it (notecards/ bullet points) 

Strategies: 

¶ Gathering and evaluating information 

¶ Applying reading strategies 

Possible content: 

¶ Stating the problem 

¶ Simple ways of argumentation; appraisals and recommendations; evaluation based on reasons 

 =>  Syntax (complex clauses, esp. final, causal, conditional clauses) 

 =>  Discussion 

 =>  How to spell specific abbreviations 

 =>  Consulting the dictionary 
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Writing skills: Writing correctly/spelling and punctuation (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students pay increasing 
attention to basic rules and norms 
governing spelling and 
punctuation, reflecting upon them 
when guided by the teacher. 
Under guidance, they use simple 
writing and self-checking 
strategies as well as appropriate 
aids and tools in an increasingly 
purposeful manner. 

The students pay attention to and 
apply several basic spelling and 
punctuation rules when writing; 
they also reflect on them. They 
use simple writing and self-
checking strategies as well as 
appropriate aids and tools in an 
increasingly purposeful manner. 

When writing, the students apply 
and reflect upon the basic spelling 
and punctuation rules. They use 
simple writing and self-checking 
strategies as well as appropriate 
aids and tools in an increasingly 
purposeful and autonomous 
manner. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Reflecting oneôs own personal rules increasingly, and replacing it by spelling norms  

¶ Developing strategies to find and apply rules of correct writing/spelling 

¶ Increasingly transferring known rules autonomously to new or unknown words  

¶ Guided by the teacher, analysing oneôs own spelling ability and weaknesses 

¶ Using information from reference works such as spelling guides or dictionaries of foreign words as 
help 

¶ Checking and editing oneôs texts in terms of correct spelling and punctuation  

¶ Using punctuation in enumerations, complex and compound sentences, at the end of sentences, 
and with direct speech 

Strategies: 

¶ Using strategies related to consulting reference works   

¶ Applying selected practice strategies 

¶ Editing texts; making use of deduction; using word families  

¶ Using grammatical knowledge, e.g. position of the finite verb form  

¶ Doing tests to check oneôs spelling in an increasingly autonomous manner   

¶ Using rules when writing and checking texts, and reflecting them more and more  
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3. Area of competence: Speaking and listening 
 

The students communicate in various situations in goal-oriented ways that take the recipient into 
account. They adapt what they are saying and how they are saying it flexibly to the situation and 
react in a coherent manner to statements by their conversation partners. Core competences:  

 

¶ Using standard language in a fluent and articulate manner 

¶ Pursuing oneôs own goals through speech in a manner that is appropriate to the situation 
and considers the recipient 

¶ Listening to statements by others and reacting to them in a meaningful and coherent way 

¶ Reciting and using speech in stage-like situations 

 

Foundations of communicating via language: Speech acts (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students know speech acts 
such as asking questions, 
answering, describing, explaining, 
informing, requesting, ordering, or 
telling, and use them in a goal- 
and recipient-oriented and correct 
manner.   
 

The students distinguish different 
speech acts and dimensions of 
verbal statements (e.g. providing 
information, expressing personal 
thoughts and feelings, getting 
someone to do something), and 
use them in a goal- and recipient-
oriented and correct manner.   
 

Based on a simple model of 
communication that explains 
different dimensions of verbal 
statements (e.g. providing 
information, expressing personal 
thoughts and feelings, getting 
someone to do something), the 
students distinguish a wide range 
of different speech acts, and use 
them in a goal- and recipient-
oriented and correct manner. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Expressing thoughts, wishes, and demands while considering other peopleôs expectations 

¶ Distinguishing between standard language and colloquial language 

Strategies: 

¶ Inquiring about other peopleôs expectations 

¶ Making intentions clear through appropriate intonation 

Possible content: 

¶ Role-playing; sketches 

¶ Interviews 

¶ Dialogues in sketches, scenes from dramas and comedies, stories 
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Foundations of communicating via language: Using various forms of conversation and discussion 
(grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students distinguish between 
forms of discussion and 
conversation and are able to 
pursue specific goals in 
conversation. They describe their 
own behaviour in discussions and 
that of others. 
 

The students identify various forms 
of conversation and discussion 
and are able to participate in them 
actively, provided they have been 
given the chance to prepare. They 
identify their own behaviour in 
discussions and that of others. 
 

The students identify various forms 
of conversation and discussion 
and are able to participate in them 
actively, even when that means 
improvising. They reflect on their 
own behavior in discussions and 
that of others. 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Obeying rules of discussion that were agreed to (this relates to group work as well)  

¶ Finding solutions to conflicts or compromises by looking for common goals and interests 

¶ Distinguishing between standard language and colloquial language  

Strategies: 

¶ Taking notes to outline ideas briefly 

¶ Making use of and giving feedback 

Possible content: 

¶ Open discussion; forming a circle; regular classroom discussion; debate; disputation; conflict 
resolution meeting 

¶ Interview 

¶ Conflict resolution dialogue and debate 
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Formulating contributions to discussions (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use speech acts in a 
goal-oriented way to create their 
own contributions to discussions. 
 

With preparation, the students 
create their own contributions to 
discussions in a way that takes the 
audience and the situation or issue 
into account. 

The students create their own 
contributions to discussions by 
using suitable speech acts and 
presenting arguments that support 
their point of view. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Providing information in an organised manner 

¶ Presenting own viewpoints and giving reasons for them 

¶ Using nonverbal means such as intonation, gestures, facial expression, pauses 

¶ Using illustration, quotations, examples to make contributions clearer and more interesting 

¶ Becoming more and more focused on oneôs purpose and audience when speaking 

¶ Reporting on processes and events in an appropriate language and an audience-oriented manner 

Strategies: 

¶ Making quick, rough drafts of contributions to discussion 

¶ Clustering ideas 

¶ Using mind maps for structuring 

Possible content: 

¶ Short presentations 

 =>  Sentence structure models for speech acts  

 =>  Modal adverbs 
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Active listening (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students listen to others, 
grasp what others say, and give 
feedback: formulating impressions, 
giving comments, expressing 
understanding and sympathy. 

The students listen to others, 
grasp what others say, and give 
feedback: formulating impressions 
as well as understanding and 
sympathy, supporting opinions with 
objective reasons, giving 
comments. 

The students listen to others, 
grasp what others say, and give 
feedback: formulating impressions 
as well as understanding and 
sympathy, taking a stand and 
justifying it, supporting opinions 
with objective reasons, giving 
comments. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Focus on the specific overall question when listening 

¶ Asking questions, formulating problems 

¶ Linking oneôs contributions to what somebody else has said 

¶ Reporting what somebody else has said 

¶ Recognising if somebody wants to explain, convince, entertain, or debate 

Strategies: 

¶ Identifying key words 

¶ Paying attention to intentions and purposes 

¶ Recognising body language 

Possible content: 

¶ Discussion 

¶ Fishbowl discussion 

¶ Retelling content 
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Creative speaking (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students combine simple 
rhetorical devices with nonverbal 
means (gestures, facial 
expression, intonation etc.) in a 
way that makes their creative 
purpose appear clear and 
convincing. 
 

The students creatively perform 
simple scenes and short speeches 
by using some forms of verbal and 
body language (gestures, facial 
expressions, posture, movement) 
in ways that take the 
communicative situation into 
account. They compare different 
creative performances. 

The students creatively perform 
scenes and short speeches by 
using various forms of verbal and 
body language (gestures, facial 
expressions, posture, movement) 
in ways that take the 
communicative situations into 
account. They critically reflect on 
different creative performances.  
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ With preparation, reciting poems and excerpts from novellas, short stories, or novels effectively, 
and using nonverbal language and intonation creatively to achieve specific effects (suspense, 
humour, etc.)  

¶ Working on and analysing a text by staging scenes/situations (e.g. in a tableau) and comparing 
various versions  

¶ Developing, testing/rehearsing, comparing ideas for staging   

Strategies: 

¶ Trying out different ways of speaking/intonation and comparing them in terms of their suitability for 
specific purposes 

Possible content: 

¶ Narrative texts; ballads; radio plays  

¶ Tableau; improvisation; pantomime; dialogisation  

¶ Describing people (profile) 
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4. Area of competence: Linguistic knowledge and conscious use of 

language  

 

The students know the power of basic rhetorical/stylistic devices and use this linguistic knowledge 
in concrete situations to speak or write, as well as to reflect on patterns of communication and 
texts. 

 

Core competences: 

 

¶ Reflecting on and fashioning statements and texts in their communicative situations in 
terms of selected functions 

¶ Analysing and reflecting on the character of texts in terms of several features 

¶ Understanding the most important parts of speech in terms of the interrelation between 
form and function, using this to speak, write, and analyse better 

¶ Understanding and examining basic sentence structures in terms of the interrelation 
between form and function, using this to speak, write and analyse better 
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Understanding and using language as a means to communicate (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students distinguish between 
several speech acts and their 
functions in spoken and written 
texts, taking basic stylistic and 
linguistic devices into account. 
They increasingly use correct 
standard language and suitable 
vocabulary when making 
statements and creating texts.  
 

The students distinguish between 
important speech acts and their 
functions, in spoken and written 
texts, taking selected stylistic and 
linguistic devices into account. 
They use correct standard 
language when making statements 
and creating texts. 
 

The students identify and label 
different speech acts and their 
functions in spoken or written 
texts, taking selected stylistic and 
linguistic devices into account. 
They fashion their statements and 
texts. 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Identifying the communicative intention in texts, taking stylistic and linguistic devices into account 

Strategies: 

¶ Double-checking 

¶ Testing speech acts by adopting the perspective of recipients 

¶ Marking text  

¶ Understanding the importance of general and specific terms, using this to structure content  

Possible content: 

¶ Problems in linguistic/communicative understanding 

¶ Role-playing 

¶ Oral communication 
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Using knowledge of and reflecting on parts of speech and their function consciously for 
communication (grade 7)  

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students work out the form 
and function of the most important 
parts of speech, using them in an 
increasingly correct and purposeful 
manner.  
 

The students work out the form 
and function of the most important 
parts of speech, using them in an 
increasingly correct manner. They 
distinguish forms and functions of 
verb inflection 
(active/passive/moods), and, given 
aids, they form them correctly. 
 

The students work out the form 
and function of the most important 
parts of speech, forming and using 
them correctly. They understand 
forms and functions of verb 
inflection (active/passive/moods). 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Distinguishing flectional and non-flectional parts of speech 

¶ Identifying parts of speech in specific forms that use flection 

¶ Knowing the function of the parts of speech, using them in an increasingly confident and purposeful 
manner 

¶ Pay increasing attention to the influence the parts of speech have on capitalisation 

¶ Using the different tenses and temporal relations increasingly correctly and functionally in own texts 

¶ Using adjectives and adverbs for more precision in own texts 

Strategies: 

¶ Double-checking parts of speech for systematic observation and analysis of function 

¶ Using reference works   

Possible content: 

¶ Adjectives: adverbial, predicative, attributive use; gender; number; case; comparative and 
superlative => language of advertising 

¶ Tenses 
=> Narration, e.g. ñszenisches Präsensò (present tense in narration); re-telling a story; reporting 

¶ Moods 
=> Transforming texts into different genres: Summaries, re-telling 

¶ Nominalisation 
=> Bullet-points; description 

¶ Same time, before, after (temporal relations) 
=> Reporting; describing; narrating 
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Using and reflecting on knowledge of sentences consciously (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use basic sentence 
structures such as main clauses 
and compound sentences 
correctly. They identify essential 
elements such as subjects, 
predicates, and dative and 
accusative objects, applying their 
knowledge in a functional manner. 
 

The students know and reflect on 
the structure of simple, incomplete, 
or compound sentences; they 
classify elements such as subject, 
predicate, object, simple clauses 
and selected adverbial clauses; 
they use typical examples to 
compare syntactical structure and 
semantic meaning of sentences, 
taking this knowledge into account 
when forming relatively simple 
sentences (relative clauses, clause 
conjunctions) and analyzing texts. 

The students know and reflect on 
the structure of simple, incomplete, 
or compound sentences; they 
classify elements such as subject, 
predicate, object, simple clauses 
and selected adverbial clauses; 
they use typical examples to 
compare syntactical structure and 
semantic meaning of sentences, 
taking this knowledge into account 
when forming sophisticated 
sentences and analyzing texts. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Reflecting on the factors that make a sentence, coming up with categories 

¶ Recognising the Verbklammer (verbal bracket: position of part of the verb at the end of the 
sentence) as a constituting element to form a sentence 

¶ Changing sentences by moving, replacing, adding, and removing, depending on the intention 

¶ Distinguishing direct speech and introduction of the direct speech 

Strategies: 

¶ Double-checking to analyse parts of speech and phrases and their functions in texts systematically  

Possible content: 

¶ Compound sentences; main clauses. 
=> Punctuation 

¶ How to begin subordinate clauses: e.g. conjunctions, relative pronouns, question words 
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Using and reflecting on knowledge of language varieties consciously (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students distinguish 
elementary language varieties: 
standard, colloquial and youth 
language; they use standard 
language correctly with a 
vocabulary suitable for everyday 
life. 
 

The students distinguish some 
language varieties (standard, 
colloquial, youth, and to a certain 
extent technical language); they 
use standard language in an 
increasingly systematic manner 
when composing texts or 
speaking. 
 

The students distinguish language 
varieties (standard, colloquial, and 
youth as well as technical 
language); they use them in an 
increasingly conscious manner 
when composing texts or 
speaking. 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Identifying language varieties in texts and oral communication, reflecting on their effects 

Strategies: 

¶ Working with dictionaries and reference works 

Possible content: 

¶ Language of advertising; language in emails, text messages 

¶ Cuss words: their origin and effect 
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Using and reflecting on knowledge of the meaning of words consciously (grade 7) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use selected word 
formation criteria to guess the 
meaning of words; they use 
reference works.  
 

The students use the fundamental 
word formation criteria and 
become increasingly confident in 
guessing the meaning of words 
and using them, partly with the 
help of reference works. 
 

The students use the most 
important word formation criteria 
and become increasingly confident 
in guessing the meaning of words 
(including metaphorical ones) and 
using them, partly with the help of 
reference works. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Knowing linguistic word formation means such as prefixes and suffixes, even with selected foreign 
words 

¶ Forming word families and semantic fields, expanding their vocabulary and improving their means 
of expression 

¶ Understanding the meaning of general and specific terms, using this to structure content 

Strategies: 

¶ Consulting dictionaries, including etymological ones, to find the origin of a term, an idiom/phrase, or 
a name 

¶ Making use of the context of a word, sentence, or text 

Possible content: 

¶ Semantic field 

¶ Dictionary; encyclopedia  

¶ Informative and instructional texts 

¶ Glossary 
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5. Topics and contents 

 

Language competence gets taught via various ways of performing with or in language. These can 
be divided into different thematic categories (topic areas). Together, they cover all areas of 
competence of German as a subject, which means they need to be taught in combination. Thus, 
the curriculum fits the concept of integrated teaching of German. 

The following topic areas are mandatory in each year. When planning and carrying out lessons, 
the principle of the spiral curriculum (topics are revisited on a more advanced level) should be 
observed. When deciding on concrete topics, the opinions of the students and the colleagues as 
well as the internal curriculum of the school have to be taken into account. 

 

Topic areas: Overview 

 

A: Using language to perform in everyday life and work 

 

B: Using language creatively 

 

C: Reflecting on language 

 

D: Understanding culturally important texts and media 

 

E: Using language skills for interdisciplinary purposes and to connect disciplines 

 

 

All grades: As far as literature selection is concerned, Austrian, Swiss, and Thai 
authors are to be taken into account as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A: Using language to perform in everyday life and work 
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Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language knowledge 
and language 
awareness  

-  gathering information 
and doing research 

-  connecting information 

-  coping with nonlinear 
and fragmentary texts 

- reporting 

- describing 

- discussing/arguing a 
point 

- writing correctly 

- addressing others 
formally and informally 

- giving presentations 

- asking questions 

- debating and 
discussing 

- getting information 

- having meaningful 
conversations 

- Composing texts with 
special attention to 
language, style, 
rhetorical situation, 
and recipient 

- Paying attention to 
situation and recipient 
with speech acts 

- Distinguishing 
language varieties 
and reflecting on them 

Possible content: 

Grade 7:  Informative and instructional texts about city tours, teachersô conference; writing craft 
instructions 

Grade 8: School parliament; performance (pantomime); writing claim letters 

Grade 9:  Formal business writing within the context of the obligatory internship/industrial 
placement 

Grade 10: Gathering information and doing research on the internet 
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B: Using language creatively 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language knowledge 
and language 
awareness  

- Analysing and 
evaluating the structure 
and purpose of texts 

- commenting on texts 

- transforming texts 

- creative writing, writing 
based on free 
association 

- writing scenes, short 
prose texts, poems 

- narrating 

- performing (acting out 
scenes) 

- using rhetoric for 
contributions to 
discussions 

- Making use of 
knowledge about 
the function of parts 
of speech and 
sentence 
constructions 

- Using rhetorical and 
stylistic devices 
purposefully 

Possible content: 

Grade  7: Radio play 

Grade  8:  Fantastic stories; foreign languages (origins, comparison of grammar) 

Grade  9:  Reportage 

Grade 10: Visions of the future 
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C: Reflecting on language 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language knowledge 
and language 
awareness  

- Knowing the 
characteristics of 
specific genres 

- Identifying and 
evaluating textual 
structure, style, and 
effect 

- Knowing elements of 
controlling and 
influencing reception 

- Distinguishing functions 
of texts and using them 

- Finding rules 

- Identifying individual 
problem areas 

- Evaluating statements 

- Anticipating speech acts 

 

- Analysing texts 

- Comparing ways of 
expression 

- Reflecting on 
rhetorical and 
stylistic devices 

- Reporting the 
speech of others 

- Reflecting on the 
influence of foreign 
languages 

- Distinguishing 
language varieties 
and , if desired, 
using them  

Possible content: 

Grade  7: Newspapers 

Grade  8:  Youth language; interpretation of songs 

Grade  9:   Advertising 

Grade 10:  Poetic language in its time 
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D: Understanding culturally important texts and media 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language knowledge 
and language 
awareness  

- Using reading strategies 

- Applying steps of 
interpretation 

- Finding connections 
between literary texts 
and knowledge from 
daily life 

- Understanding different 
genres and their 
importance 

 

- Paraphrasing content 

- Interpretive and creative 
writing 

- Argumentative and 
persuasive writing 

 

- Paraphrasing content 

- Interpreting texts 

- Reflecting on 
language change 

Possible content:  

Grade  7:  Ballads; novellas; media education/responsible use of media 

Grade  8:  Youth novels; short story; theatre (field trip) 

Grade  9:   Prose; youth novels; short stories 

Grade 10:  Drama; poetry; film 
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E: Using language skills for interdisciplinary purposes and to connect disciplines 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language knowledge 
and language 
awareness  

- Reading strategies - Writing strategies 

- Minutes/records 

- Giving presentations 

- Discussing 

- Analysing 
anglicisms 

- Comparing 
languages 

Possible content: 

Grade  7:  Description; report 

Grade  8:   Description; report; texts from other countries/about other cultures 

Grade  9:   Report; texts from other countries/about other cultures 

Grade 10:  Argumentation; texts and pictures about current affairs/recent history 

 

 

 

 

 

The following criteria are used to determine the studentsô learning progress: They 

 

 can cope with more complex writing and speaking tasks/situations, 
 demonstrate growing autonomy and confidence in terms of writing correctly, and increase 

their ability to spot errors, 
 reflect on linguistic phenomena thanks to a more sophisticated language knowledge, 
 understand and interpret texts and media, even complex ones, in an increasingly 

sophisticated manner as far as the textual structure and the meaning are concerned, 
 in 7th and 8th grade, primarily develop the ability to use reading and writing strategies for 

interdisciplinary purposes; in 9th and 10th grade, an additional focus is on giving 
presentations. 

 

It is recommended that genres such as minutes/records/lab reports, CVs/resumes and cover 
letters are covered in detail in the subjects they tend to be associated with, possibly in 
combination with the subject of German.
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German 
 
 
Grade 8 
 

1. Area of competence: Reading 

 

Reading skills: Reading techniques and reading strategies (grade 8) 

Realschule* Sekundarschule** Gymnasium 

Guided by the teacher, the 
students use various reading 
techniques and strategies. 

The students get increasingly 
autonomous in their use of various 
reading techniques and strategies. 

The students use various reading 
techniques and strategies 
autonomously. 

 

In detail, this includes  

in terms of reading techniques: 

¶ repeated reading 

¶ slow reading 

¶ skimming 
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¶ silent reading 

¶ reading out loud 

¶ reading to paraphrase 

¶ reading in stage-like settings (scenes) 
in terms of reading strategies: 

¶ making guesses about the topic of a text  

¶ formulating questions about and for the text 

¶ clarifying terms/meanings of words (dictionary, context) 

¶ marking key words, making notes in the margins 

¶ dividing the text into meaningful parts by coming up with section titles 

¶ writing down information in order to reproduce or present it 

Possible content: 

¶ Mind-map; table; tree diagram; note cards/sheets; crib sheet; sketch; graphic aids 

¶ Informative text (e.g. newspaper article, informative texts from textbooks from other subjects); 
electronic text 

¶ Novella; short story; dialogues in prose texts; one-act plays; ballads; poems 

=>*** Identifying sentence elements, examining references and relations within the sentence and the text 

=> Identifying parts of speech 

 

*)  The Swiss ñRealschuleò is equivalent to the German ñHauptschuleò 
**)   ñSekundarschuleò is equivalent to the German ñRealschuleò 
 

***) Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 

 

 

Reading: Understanding informative/non-fictional texts and media (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students understand 
informative texts (including 
nonlinear texts and texts in 
combination with audiovisual 
elements) that require a basic 
knowledge of everyday-life issues, 
and they can use what they have 
read in order to answer questions 
or solve problems. 

The students understand 
informative texts (including 
nonlinear texts and texts in 
combination with audiovisual 
elements) that require a more 
comprehensive knowledge of 
everyday-life issues, and they can 
use what they have read in order 
to answer questions or solve 
problems. 

The students understand 
informative texts (including 
nonlinear texts and texts in 
combination with audiovisual 
elements) that require not only 
knowledge of everyday-life issues, 
but also some basic specialised 
knowledge, and they can use what 
they have read in order to answer 
questions or solve problems. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Researching information 
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¶ Detecting and linking information 

¶ Grasping the structure of the text 

¶ Developing an understanding of texts 

¶ Reflecting on and evaluating texts with recourse to external knowledge 

¶ Knowing the features of basic informative genres (report, description, advertisement, contract), and 
using this to understand texts 

¶ Describing the form and the effects of a text 

¶ Knowing various ways of how a writer influences or guides the reception (choice of information, 
visual presentation, address of reader, etc.) 

¶ Knowing selected basic terms of textual analysis (e.g. topic, main idea, point of view of an author, 
structure/organisation, purpose, intended audience, thesis, arguments, choice of words/tone, 
sentence structure)  

¶ Being familiar with newspapers (sections, etc.), knowing several different newspapers 

¶ Coping with nonlinear texts, grasping structures and linking information 

¶ Understanding interrelations between the components of media presentations (e.g. the importance 
of sequencing, soundtrack) 

 

Possible content: 

¶ Informative and instructional texts, e.g. newspaper text (report, commentary, cartoon, graph/chart), 
advertising text, commercial, flyer, open letter, house rules, contract, business agreement, legal 
text   

¶ Comparing various newspapers 

¶ Presenting a topic in different media 

¶ Dictionary; student dictionary related to a specific subject; using the internet to clarify terms, the 
meaning of words and generally research information  

¶ Summary/paraphrase 
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Reading: Understanding literary/fictional texts and media (grade 8) 

Realschule Realschule Realschule 

The students work with and 
understand simple literary texts, 
broaden their mind in terms of 
what literary texts have to offer, 
distinguish between what is meant 
literally and figurative meaning, 
and discuss the results of their 
analyses with others. 

The students work with and 
understand simple literary texts, 
broaden their mind in terms of 
what literary texts have to offer, 
distinguish between what is meant 
literally and figurative meaning, 
and discuss the results of their 
analyses with others. 

The students work with and 
understand simple literary texts, 
broaden their mind in terms of 
what literary texts have to offer, 
distinguish between what is meant 
literally and figurative meaning, 
and discuss the results of their 
analyses with others. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Distinguishing between what is meant literally and what is meant figuratively 

¶ Describing characters in simple texts, and identifying their role in the plot 

¶ Distinguishing in texts between different perspectives towards an problem/event 

¶ Guided by the teacher, structuring the plot and the development of characters 

¶ Knowing and using the differences between literary genres, understanding conventional narrative 
strategies (problem/conflict; plot steps/its gradual development within the plot; closure/resolution) in 
terms of their importance for the presentation of a theme/problem   

¶ Knowing simple forms of narration via media (episode in a series) and understanding their structure 

¶ Understanding simple audiovisual creative devices (e.g. score, colours) and their importance 

¶ Knowing the steps of reception and using them under guidance:  

¶ Formulating expectations  

¶ Expressing personal reactions to a text  

¶ Developing a hypothesis regarding oneôs understanding of the text at this point 

¶ Understanding the meaning of the fictional world(s) in texts in terms of problems, questions, 
suggested or negated solutions, feelings, and in general formal terms 

¶ Giving specific passages as evidence for oneôs observations about the text  

¶ Formulating and evaluating results (e.g., in terms of their relation to oneôs own life, or to texts 
that deal with a similar topic) 

¶ Changing textual passages or editing them, using auditive and visual devices, in order to 
express an individual interpretation or stress specific intentions of the author  

¶ Discussing the results of the analysis with others, comparing and reflecting on the differences 

Possible content: 

¶ Prose forms and their potential and effects (novellas, short stories, novels for teenagers) 

¶ Various literary texts in comparison 

¶ Poems (stanza, rhyme, rhythm); ballads; several poems on the same topic: their importance and 
their ways to present an issue/theme (taking basic stylistic features into account) 

¶ Short play; scene; audio play 

¶ Reading aids (table of contents, blurb, index)  

¶ Structure/outline  

¶ Profile; biography of a character 

¶ Visualising relationships between characters, conflicts, events within the plot  

¶ Reading log/diary (documenting a reading process); reading log in table form (characters and their 
development, plot sections, functions of one plot step); reading portfolio/dossier (documenting 
analytical and interpretative steps) 

¶ Categories of textual analysis and interpretation: vocabulary/semantic fields, key and signal words, 
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symbolism, imagery, speech acts (appealing, giving information, expressing personal thoughts and 
feelings etc.), point of view, rhetorical devices 

¶ Texts with similar and contrasting structures/messages 

=>  Word lists related to semantic fields, sentence elements 
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2. Area of competence: Writing 

 

The students know selected ways of writing as means of communication, presentation, and 
reflection, and they compose texts that fit their intended audience in an increasingly autonomous 
manner. 

They make plans and outlines that are appropriate for the task at hand, and they edit and revise 
their texts.  

 

 

Core competences: 

¶ Having a range of writing skills at oneôs disposal 

¶ Organising and carrying out a writing process autonomously 

¶ Writing correctly 

 

Writing skills: Planning, outlining, revising, and polishing texts (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students distinguishðin an 
increasingly autonomous 
mannerðselected functions of 
writing and pay attention to these 
when they compose simple texts 
and consider intention, situation, 
and, if necessary, intended 
audience (partly guided by the 
teacher). Guided by the teacher, 
they revise their own and othersô 
texts together, using selected 
criteria and revision strategies, and 
with the help of the teacher, they 
apply what they have learned to 
the production of own texts. 

The students distinguish different 
functions of writing and pay 
attention to these when they 
compose relatively short texts and 
consider intention, situation, and, if 
necessary, intended audience. 
They revise their own and othersô 
texts together in an increasingly 
autonomous manner, using 
revision strategies, and with help, 
they apply what they have learned 
to the production of own texts. 

 

The students distinguish different 
functions of writing and pay 
attention to these when they 
compose texts and consider 
intention, situation, and, if 
necessary, intended audience. 
They revise their own and othersô 
texts together, using revision 
strategies, and, even without help, 
apply what they have learned to 
the production of own texts.  

 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using strategies to generate ideas and writing strategies 

¶ Planning texts with regards to specifications in terms of content, language, style, and, if desired, 
form; brainstorming; outline 

¶ Structuring texts logically  

¶ Using standardised patterns and word lists for own written communication  

¶ Paying attention to appropriate visual form, writing at an appropriate pace  

¶ Making use of the layout and editing/correcting features of the computer  

¶ Using the dictionary  

¶ Making use of writing conferences, cooperative feedback (ñTextlupeò) etc.  

¶ Developing criteria grids  
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¶ Evaluating the authorôs intention, his/her consideration of the intended audience, choice of words, 
sentence structure, linguistic correctness, the textôs accessibility, and its layout/look   

¶ Identifying errors and mistakes, correcting them with the help of tools and aids 

¶ Putting feedback to use with the help of the teacher 

Strategies: 

¶ Using several writing competences autonomously, and appropriately in terms of their function 

Possible content: 

¶ Clustering; mind-map; ñIdeensternò (brainstorming with external stimuli); flowchart; formal outline 

¶ Boilerplates; useful standard phrases; dictionaries; different tests to check oneôs correctness 
(rearranging, sound etc.) 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Narration, literary and creative writing (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Following prompts and 
instructions, the students write 
about and creatively develop 
events that are good story 
material, using the most important 
narrative patterns and selected 
narrative techniques. Following 
selected prompts, they use aids to 
compose texts that express their 
individual imagination and 
creativity.  

The students write about and 
creatively develop events that are 
good story material, using selected 
narrative techniques and 
considering the thoughts and 
feelings of the characters. 
Following selected prompts, they 
compose texts that express their 
individual imagination and 
creativity. 

 

The students write about and 
creatively develop events that are 
good story material, using selected 
narrative techniques and 
considering the thoughts and 
feelings of the characters. 
Following varied prompts, they 
compose texts that express their 
individual imagination and 
creativity, and they reflect on 
individual creative decisions.   

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using rhetorical devices in oneôs own writing. 

¶ Transforming texts by looking at literary models, which includes changing the point of view 

¶ Narrating coherently when guided, which includes the use of prompts/models to emulate and 
changes in point of view 

¶ Using rhetorical and stylistic patterns of literary texts for oneôs writing  

¶ Developing a plot  

¶ Composing texts in writing workshops 

Strategies: 

¶ Using specific methods to generate ideas 

Possible content: 

¶ Clustering; mind-map; plot outline 

¶ Stories based on experiences and made-up stories 

¶ ñErzªhlkernò: turning a short report of an event into a full-fledged story; personal letter; beginning of 
a story; turning an oral into a written story; retelling a story 

 =>  Word lists about semantic fields; sentence elements 

 =>  Tenses and time levels; anteriority and posteriority 

 =>  Rhetorical devices 

 =>  Direct speech; punctuation 

 =>  Word families 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Description (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students describe structured 
processes and people, considering 
the intended audience and using 
simple technical terms and basic 
rhetorical devices. 

 

The students describe processes, 
objects, and people in a detailed 
way that does justice to the topic 
and the field, using technical terms 
and functionally essential 
rhetorical devices.  

 

The students describe complex 
processes, objects, and people in 
a detailed and precise way that 
does justice to the topic and the 
field, using technical terms and 
functional rhetorical devices. 

 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Observing processes carefully 

¶ Examining objects, pictures, people in a sophisticated way 

¶ Considering the combined experiences and expectations of the recipient(s) 

Strategies: 

¶ Making notes, creating models, plans, and drafts 

Possible content: 

¶ Describing objects, processes, people, pictures, places; manuals 

=> Semantic fields; sentences elements; dictionary; 

=> Functions of the tenses; compound and complex sentences (e.g. causal or conditional clauses); 

function of adjectives and adverbs; attributes 

=> Nominalisation of verbs and adjectives 

=> Foreign words; technical terms 

 

Rhetorical modes and purposes: Report (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students inform the recipient 
objectively about simple truths, 
facts, and events. 

The students inform the recipient 
objectively about relatively short 
events, facts, and truths. 

The students inform the recipient 
objectively and in detail about 
complex events, facts, and truths. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using structural principles such as chronology and cause/effect for organisation 

¶ Using selected technical terms 

¶ Making use of notes 

Strategies: 
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¶ Making notes and creating models, plans, and drafts 

Possible content: 

¶ Report; accident report; piece of news; message 

¶ Report outline; forms 

 =>  Working with sentence elements 

 =>  Reproducing othersô speech (e.g. reported speech, paraphrase); subjunctive (Konjunktiv) 

 =>  Functions of complex sentences (e.g. causal clauses) 

 =>  Indicating time; nominalisation of verbs and adjectives 

 =>  Word families 

 =>  Semantic fields 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Summary and paraphrase (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Guided by the teacher and using 
the main ideas, the students 
summarise the content of simple 
literary, informative and new media 
texts; they formulate statements 
about simple nonlinear texts and 
analyse these in a simple 
functional context; they formulate 
their own viewpoints regarding 
familiar topics. 

Using the main ideas, the students 
summarise the content of relatively 
short literary, informative, and new 
media texts; they formulate 
statements about relatively short 
nonlinear texts and analyse these 
in various functional contexts; they 
give reasons to justify their own 
viewpoints regarding familiar 
topics. 

The students summarise the 
content of longer literary, 
informative, and new media texts, 
using ways to report direct speech; 
they formulate statements about 
nonlinear texts and analyse these 
in many different functional 
contexts; they give reasons to 
justify their own viewpoints. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Formulating questions about and for the text 

¶ Finding key words, titles etc. 

¶ Identifying the main ideas in texts 

¶ Taking and collecting structured notes following given patterns 

¶ Making an outline 

¶ Using aids and tools for finding the right words and phrases 

¶ Reporting direct speech, e.g. by paraphrasing (or in more varied ways) 

¶ Considering intention and intended audience 

¶ Formulating recommendations for reading texts, supporting these with reasons 

Strategies: 

¶ Using reading strategies 

¶ Using strategies for marking text 

¶ Consulting dictionaries and encyclopaedias 

Possible content: 

¶ Retelling; summary of content; blurb; show-and-tell (book) 

 =>  Reporting direct speech (paraphrase, subjunctive/Konjunktiv) 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Persuasion, appealing to others (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Taking the situation and the 
recipient into account, the students 
write letters and messages in 
everyday-life situations about 
relatively simple facts, events, 
occasions; they advertise own 
concerns by presenting them 
convincingly. 

 

Taking the situation and the 
recipient into account, the students 
write letters and messages in 
everyday-life situations to 
recipients they know well and not 
so well; they advertise their own 
and other peopleôs concerns by 
presenting their viewpoint 
convincingly and considering 
possible expectations of the 
recipient. 

Taking the situation and the 
recipient into account, the students 
compose texts such as letters and 
messages, using several 
standardized text forms; they 
advertise their own and other 
peopleôs concerns by presenting 
their viewpoint convincingly and 
anticipating and reflecting on the 
effect on the recipient.   

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Filling out forms (including application forms) appropriately 

¶ Limiting information to the essentials 

¶ Justifying oneôs own viewpoints 

¶ Using rhetorical devices consciously for persuasive purposes 

Strategies: 

¶ Using textual modules, boilerplates 

Possible content: 

¶ Personal letter, invitation, congratulations, appeal, advertisement (e.g. poster), learning poster, wall 
newspaper, plan for presentation, email, memo, text message, petition, request 

¶ Being pen pals with classes in Germany, Switzerland or other countries (snail mail) 

 =>  Useful phrases and other help (e.g. how to address/greet people, how to spell pronouns of address)   

 =>  Reproducing speech (e.g. reported speech, paraphrase, subjunctive/Konjunktiv) 

 

 

Rhetorical modes and purposes: Argumentation/taking a stand (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Based on available information, 
the students formulate a position 
regarding simple controversial 
issues. 

 

Based on available information, 
the students formulate a position 
regarding moderately 
straightforward controversial  
issues, and present arguments. 

Based on available information, 
the students formulate a position 
regarding controversial issues, and 
support it with arguments and 
evidence. 
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In detail, this includes: 

¶ Coming up with questions regarding a controversial issue 

¶ Gathering information about this, and ordering/classifying it (notecards/ bullet points) 

Strategies: 

¶ Gathering and evaluating information 

¶ Applying reading strategies 

Possible content: 

¶ Stating the problem 

¶ Simple ways of argumentation; appraisals and recommendations; evaluation based on reasons 

 =>  Syntax (complex clauses, esp. final, causal, conditional clauses) 

 =>  Discussion 

 =>  How to spell specific abbreviations 

 =>  Consulting the dictionary 
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Writing skills: Writing correctly/spelling and punctuation (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students pay increasing 
attention to basic rules and norms 
governing spelling and 
punctuation, reflecting upon them 
when guided by the teacher. 
Under guidance, they use simple 
writing and self-checking 
strategies as well as appropriate 
aids and tools in an increasingly 
purposeful manner. 

The students pay attention to and 
apply several basic spelling and 
punctuation rules when writing; 
they also reflect on them. They 
use simple writing and self-
checking strategies as well as 
appropriate aids and tools in an 
increasingly purposeful manner. 

When writing, the students apply 
and reflect upon the basic spelling 
and punctuation rules. They use 
simple writing and self-checking 
strategies as well as appropriate 
aids and tools in an increasingly 
purposeful and autonomous 
manner. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Reflecting oneôs own personal rules increasingly, and replacing it by spelling norms  

¶ Developing strategies to find and apply rules of correct writing/spelling 

¶ Increasingly transferring known rules autonomously to new or unknown words  

¶ Guided by the teacher, analysing oneôs own spelling ability and weaknesses 

¶ Using information from reference works such as spelling guides or dictionaries of foreign words as 
help 

¶ Checking and editing oneôs texts in terms of correct spelling and punctuation  

¶ Using punctuation in enumerations, complex and compound sentences, at the end of sentences, 
and with direct speech 

Strategies: 

¶ Using strategies related to consulting reference works   

¶ Applying selected practice strategies 

¶ Editing texts; making use of deduction; using word families  

¶ Using grammatical knowledge, e.g. position of the finite verb form  

¶ Doing tests to check oneôs spelling in an increasingly autonomous manner   

¶ Using rules when writing and checking texts, and reflecting them more and more  
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3. Area of competence: Speaking and listening 

 

The students communicate in various situations in goal-oriented ways that take the recipient into 
account. They adapt what they are saying and how they are saying it flexibly to the situation and 
react in a coherent manner to statements by their conversation partners. Core competences:  

 

¶ Using standard language in a fluent and articulate manner 

¶ Pursuing oneôs own goals through speech in a manner that is appropriate to the situation 
and considers the recipient 

¶ Listening to statements by others and reacting to them in a meaningful and coherent way 

¶ Reciting and using speech in stage-like situations 

 

Foundations of communicating via language: Speech acts (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students know speech acts 
such as asking questions, 
answering, describing, explaining, 
informing, requesting, ordering, or 
telling, and use them in a goal- 
and recipient-oriented and correct 
manner.   
 

The students distinguish different 
speech acts and dimensions of 
verbal statements (e.g. providing 
information, expressing personal 
thoughts and feelings, getting 
someone to do something), and 
use them in a goal- and recipient-
oriented and correct manner.   
 

Based on a simple model of 
communication that explains 
different dimensions of verbal 
statements (e.g. providing 
information, expressing personal 
thoughts and feelings, getting 
someone to do something), the 
students distinguish a wide range 
of different speech acts, and use 
them in a goal- and recipient-
oriented and correct manner. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Expressing thoughts, wishes, and demands while considering other peopleôs expectations 

¶ Distinguishing between standard language and colloquial language 

Strategies: 

¶ Inquiring about other peopleôs expectations 

¶ Making intentions clear through appropriate intonation 

Possible content: 

¶ Role-playing; sketches 

¶ Interviews 

¶ Dialogues in sketches, scenes from dramas and comedies, stories 
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Foundations of communicating via language: Using various forms of conversation and discussion 
(grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students distinguish between 
forms of discussion and 
conversation and are able to 
pursue specific goals in 
conversation. They describe their 
own behaviour in discussions and 
that of others. 
 

The students identify various forms 
of conversation and discussion 
and are able to participate in them 
actively, provided they have been 
given the chance to prepare. They 
identify their own behaviour in 
discussions and that of others. 
 

The students identify various forms 
of conversation and discussion 
and are able to participate in them 
actively, even when that means 
improvising. They reflect on their 
own behavior in discussions and 
that of others. 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Distinguishing between different roles in discussions (discussion leader/moderator, minute taker, 
participant, audience member, presenter of results etc.), and trying them out 

¶ Obeying rules of discussion that were agreed to (this relates to group work as well)  

¶ Finding solutions to conflicts or compromises by looking for common goals and interests 

¶ Distinguishing between standard language and colloquial language 

Strategies: 

¶ Taking notes to outline ideas briefly 

¶ Making use of and giving feedback 

Possible content: 

¶ Open discussion; forming a circle; regular classroom discussion; conflict resolution meeting 

¶ Fishbowl discussion 

¶ Role play; sketch 

¶ Interview 

¶ Debate and disputation 

¶ Dialogues in literary texts, transcripts of conversations, discussions and debates on TV 

¶ Roles in organisations, planning and carrying out group projects 
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Formulating contributions to discussions (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use speech acts in a 
goal-oriented way to create their 
own contributions to discussions. 
 

With preparation, the students 
create their own contributions to 
discussions in a way that takes the 
audience and the situation or issue 
into account. 

The students create their own 
contributions to discussions by 
using suitable speech acts and 
presenting arguments that support 
their point of view. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Providing information in an organised manner 

¶ Presenting own viewpoints and giving reasons for them 

¶ Using nonverbal means such as intonation, gestures, facial expression, pauses 

¶ Using illustration, quotations, examples to make contributions clearer and more interesting 

¶ Becoming more and more focused on oneôs purpose and audience when speaking 

¶ Reporting on processes and events in an appropriate language and an audience-oriented manner 

Strategies: 

¶ Making quick, rough drafts of contributions to discussion 

¶ Clustering ideas 

¶ Using mind maps for structuring 

Possible content: 

¶ Short presentations 

 =>  Sentence structure models for speech acts  

 =>  Modal adverbs 
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Active listening (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students listen to others, 
grasp what others say, and give 
feedback: formulating impressions, 
giving comments, expressing 
understanding and sympathy. 

The students listen to others, 
grasp what others say, and give 
feedback: formulating impressions 
as well as understanding and 
sympathy, supporting opinions with 
objective reasons, giving 
comments. 

The students listen to others, 
grasp what others say, and give 
feedback: formulating impressions 
as well as understanding and 
sympathy, taking a stand and 
justifying it, supporting opinions 
with objective reasons, giving 
comments. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Focus on the specific overall question when listening 

¶ Asking questions, formulating problems 

¶ Linking oneôs contributions to what somebody else has said 

¶ Reporting what somebody else has said 

¶ Recognising if somebody wants to explain, convince, entertain, or debate 

¶ Distinguishing nonverbal means and devices and their effects (tone, undertone, posture etc.) 

Strategies: 

¶ Identifying key words 

¶ Paying attention to intentions and purposes 

¶ Recognising body language 

Possible content: 

¶ Discussion 

¶ Fishbowl discussion 

¶ Talk show; video recording of a presentation 

¶ Minutes/transcription 

¶ Retelling content 

¶ Commentary 
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Creative speaking (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students combine simple 
rhetorical devices with nonverbal 
means (gestures, facial 
expression, intonation etc.) in a 
way that makes their creative 
purpose appear clear and 
convincing. 
 

The students creatively perform 
simple scenes and short speeches 
by using some forms of verbal and 
body language (gestures, facial 
expressions, posture, movement) 
in ways that take the 
communicative situation into 
account. They compare different 
creative performances. 

The students creatively perform 
scenes and short speeches by 
using various forms of verbal and 
body language (gestures, facial 
expressions, posture, movement) 
in ways that take the 
communicative situations into 
account. They critically reflect on 
different creative performances.  
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ With preparation, reciting poems and excerpts from novellas, short stories, or novels effectively, 
and using nonverbal language and intonation creatively to achieve specific effects (suspense, 
humour, etc.)  

¶ Working on and analysing a text by staging scenes/situations (e.g. in a tableau) and comparing 
various versions  

¶ Developing, testing/rehearsing, comparing ideas for staging   

¶ Critically evaluating performances (oneôs own and those that one witnessed/attended) with the help 
of specific criteria  

Strategies: 

¶ Trying out different ways of speaking/intonation and comparing them in terms of their suitability for 
specific purposes  

¶ Making use of marking strategies and notes in the margins in order to prepare for and do recitals or 
presentations 

Possible content: 

¶ Narrative texts; ballads; one-act plays; excerpts from longer plays; radio plays  

¶ Tableau; improvisation; pantomime; dialogisation  

¶ Biography of a character 

¶ Description of a person; characteristics  

¶ Critical review of a play/performance (theatre) 
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4. Area of competence: Language knowledge and language awareness 

 

The students know the power of basic rhetorical/stylistic devices and use this linguistic knowledge 
in concrete situations to speak or write, as well as to reflect on patterns of communication and 
texts. 

 

Core competences: 

 

¶ Reflecting on and fashioning statements and texts in their communicative situations in 
terms of selected functions 

¶ Analysing and reflecting on the character of texts in terms of several features 

¶ Understanding the most important parts of speech in terms of the interrelation between 
form and function, using this to speak, write, and analyse better 

¶ Understanding and examining basic sentence structures in terms of the interrelation 
between form and function, using this to speak, write and analyse better 

 

 

 

 

Understanding and using language as a means to communicate (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students distinguish between 
several speech acts and their 
functions in spoken and written 
texts, taking basic stylistic and 
linguistic devices into account. 
They increasingly use correct 
standard language and suitable 
vocabulary when making 
statements and creating texts.  
 

The students distinguish between 
important speech acts and their 
functions, in spoken and written 
texts, taking selected stylistic and 
linguistic devices into account. 
They use correct standard 
language when making statements 
and creating texts. 
 

The students identify and label 
different speech acts and their 
functions in spoken or written 
texts, taking selected stylistic and 
linguistic devices into account. 
They fashion their statements and 
texts. 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Identifying the communicative intention in texts, taking stylistic and linguistic devices into account 

¶ Identifying and describing the function of selected syntactic and semantic devices in the text; using 
this for the analysis and production of texts  

Strategies: 

¶ Double-checking 

¶ Testing speech acts by adopting the perspective of recipients 

¶ Marking text  

¶ Understanding the importance of general and specific terms, using this to structure content  
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¶ Experimenting with language and discovering categories 

Possible content: 

¶ Problems in linguistic/communicative understanding 

¶ Role-playing 

¶ Oral communication 

 

Using  and reflecting on knowledge of parts of speech and their function consciously for 
communication (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students work out the form 
and function of the most important 
parts of speech, using them in an 
increasingly correct and purposeful 
manner.  
 

The students work out the form 
and function of the most important 
parts of speech, using them in an 
increasingly correct manner. They 
distinguish forms and functions of 
verb inflection 
(active/passive/moods), and, given 
aids, they form them correctly. 
 

The students work out the form 
and function of the most important 
parts of speech, forming and using 
them correctly. They understand 
forms and functions of verb 
inflection (active/passive/moods). 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Distinguishing flectional and non-flectional parts of speech 

¶ Identifying parts of speech in specific forms that use flection 

¶ Knowing the function of the parts of speech, using them in an increasingly confident and purposeful 
manner 

¶ Pay increasing attention to the influence the parts of speech have on capitalisation 

¶ Using the different tenses and temporal relations increasingly correctly and functionally in own texts 

¶ Using adjectives and adverbs for more precision in own texts 

Strategies: 

¶ Double-checking parts of speech for systematic observation and analysis of function 

¶ Using reference works  

¶ Experimenting with language and discovering categories  

Possible content: 

¶ Adjectives: adverbial, predicative, attributive use; gender; number; case; comparative and 
superlative => language of advertising 

¶ Tenses 
=> Narration, e.g. ñszenisches Präsensò (present tense in narration); re-telling a story; reporting 

¶ Moods 
=> Transforming texts into different genres: Summaries, re-telling 

¶ Active und passive voice 
=> Describing; reporting; ñPassivprobeò (check: turning passive into active) 

¶ Nominalisation 
=> Bullet-points; description 
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¶ Conjunctions 
=> Main clauses; compound sentences 

=> e.g. argumentation 

¶ Same time, before, after (temporal relations) 
=> Reporting; describing; narrating 
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Using and reflecting on knowledge of sentences consciously (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use basic sentence 
structures such as main clauses 
and compound sentences 
correctly. They identify essential 
elements such as subjects, 
predicates, and dative and 
accusative objects, applying their 
knowledge in a functional manner. 
 

The students know and reflect on 
the structure of simple, incomplete, 
or compound sentences; they 
classify elements such as subject, 
predicate, object, simple clauses 
and selected adverbial clauses; 
they use typical examples to 
compare syntactical structure and 
semantic meaning of sentences, 
taking this knowledge into account 
when forming relatively simple 
sentences (relative clauses, clause 
conjunctions) and analyzing texts. 

The students know and reflect on 
the structure of simple, incomplete, 
or compound sentences; they 
classify elements such as subject, 
predicate, object, simple clauses 
and selected adverbial clauses; 
they use typical examples to 
compare syntactical structure and 
semantic meaning of sentences, 
taking this knowledge into account 
when forming sophisticated 
sentences and analyzing texts. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Reflecting on the factors that make a sentence, coming up with categories 

¶ Recognising the Verbklammer (verbal bracket: position of part of the verb at the end of the 
sentence) as a constituting element to form a sentence 

¶ Changing sentences by moving, replacing, adding, and removing, depending on the intention 

¶ Distinguishing various beginnings of subordinate clauses 

¶ Distinguishing direct speech and introduction of the direct speech 

¶ Distinguishing the necessary sentence elements, and reflecting on their communicative function 

Strategies: 

¶ Double-checking to analyse parts of speech and phrases and their functions in texts systematically 

¶ Experimenting with language and discovering categories  

Possible content: 

¶ Adverbs and adverbial clauses  
=> describing; reporting; narrating 

¶ Sentence elements and subordinate clauses 
=> describing; reporting; narrating 

¶ Compound clauses; main clauses 
=> punctuation 

¶ How to begin subordinate clauses: e.g. conjunctions, relative pronouns, question words  

¶ Sentences and sentence elements in various communicative contexts 
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Using and reflecting on knowledge of language varieties consciously (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students distinguish 
elementary language varieties: 
standard, colloquial and youth 
language; they use standard 
language correctly with a 
vocabulary suitable for everyday 
life. 
 

The students distinguish some 
language varieties (standard, 
colloquial, youth, and to a certain 
extent technical language); they 
use standard language in an 
increasingly systematic manner 
when composing texts or 
speaking. 
 

The students distinguish language 
varieties (standard, colloquial, and 
youth as well as technical 
language); they use them in an 
increasingly conscious manner 
when composing texts or 
speaking. 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Identifying language varieties in texts and oral communication, reflecting on their effects 

Strategies: 

¶ Working with dictionaries and reference works 

Possible content: 

¶ Language of advertising; language in emails and text messages 

¶ Comparison of dialects; special characteristics of Swiss German 

¶ Talking to government agencies 

¶ Sexualitity and language 

¶ Cuss words, their origins and effects 
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Using and reflecting on knowledge of the meaning of words consciously (grade 8) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use selected word 
formation criteria to guess the 
meaning of words; they use 
reference works.  
 

The students use the fundamental 
word formation criteria and 
become increasingly confident in 
guessing the meaning of words 
and using them, partly with the 
help of reference works. 
 

The students use the most 
important word formation criteria 
and become increasingly confident 
in guessing the meaning of words 
(including metaphorical ones) and 
using them, partly with the help of 
reference works. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Knowing linguistic word formation means such as prefixes and suffixes, even with selected foreign 
words 

¶ Forming word families and semantic fields, expanding their vocabulary and improving their means 
of expression 

¶ Understanding the meaning of general and specific terms, using this to structure content 

¶ Understanding the meaning of common proverbs and phrases/idioms 

¶ Using typical examples to compare the meaning of words and realising the influence of foreign 
languages 

Strategies: 

¶ Consulting dictionaries, including etymological ones, to find the origin of a term, an idiom/phrase, or 
a name 

¶ Making use of the context of a word, sentence, or text 

Possible content: 

¶ Semantic field 

¶ Dictionary; encyclopedia  

¶ Informative and instructional texts 

¶ Glossary 

 

 



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  98 

 

5. Topics and contents 

 

Language competence gets taught via various ways of performing with or in language. These can 
be divided into different thematic categories (topic areas). Together, they cover all areas of 
competence of German as a subject, which means they need to be taught in combination. Thus, 
the curriculum fits the concept of integrated teaching of German. 

The following topic areas are mandatory in each year. When planning and carrying out lessons, 
the principle of the spiral curriculum (topics are revisited on a more advanced level) should be 
observed. When deciding on concrete topics, the opinions of the students and the colleagues as 
well as the internal curriculum of the school have to be taken into account. 

 

 

Topic areas: Overview 

 

A: Using language to perform in everyday life and work 

 

B: Using language creatively 

 

C: Reflecting on language 

 

D: Understanding culturally important texts and media 

 

E: Using language skills for interdisciplinary purposes and to connect disciplines 

 

 

All grades: As far as literature selection is concerned, Austrian, Swiss, and Thai 
authors are to be taken into account as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

A: Using language to perform in everyday life and work 
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Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language knowledge 
and language 
awareness  

-  gathering information 
and doing research 

-  connecting information 

-  coping with nonlinear 
and fragmentary texts 

- reporting 

- describing 

- discussing/arguing a 
point 

- writing correctly 

- addressing others 
formally and informally 

- giving presentations 

- asking questions 

- debating and 
discussing 

- getting information 

- having meaningful 
conversations 

- Composing texts with 
special attention to 
language, style, 
rhetorical situation, 
and recipient 

- Paying attention to 
situation and recipient 
with speech acts 

- Distinguishing 
language varieties 
and reflecting on them 

Possible content: 

Grade 7:  Informative and instructional texts about city tours, teachersô conference; writing craft 
instructions 

Grade 8: School parliament; performance (pantomime); writing claim letters 

Grade 9:  Formal business writing within the context of the obligatory internship/industrial 
placement 

Grade 10: Gathering information and doing research on the internet 
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B: Using language creatively 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language knowledge 
and language 
awareness  

- Analysing and 
evaluating the structure 
and purpose of texts 

- commenting on texts 

- transforming texts 

- creative writing, writing 
based on free 
association 

- writing scenes, short 
prose texts, poems 

- narrating 

- performing (acting out 
scenes) 

- using rhetoric for 
contributions to 
discussions 

- Making use of 
knowledge about 
the function of parts 
of speech and 
sentence 
constructions 

- Using rhetorical and 
stylistic devices 
purposefully 

Possible content: 

Grade  7: Radio play 

Grade  8:  Fantastic stories; foreign languages (origins, comparison of grammar) 

Grade  9:  Reportage 

Grade 10: Visions of the future 
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C: Reflecting on language 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language knowledge 
and language 
awareness  

- Knowing the 
characteristics of 
specific genres 

- Identifying and 
evaluating textual 
structure, style, and 
effect 

- Knowing elements of 
controlling and 
influencing reception 

- Distinguishing functions 
of texts and using them 

- Finding rules 

- Identifying individual 
problem areas 

- Evaluating statements 

- Anticipating speech acts 

 

- Analysing texts 

- Comparing ways of 
expression 

- Reflecting on 
rhetorical and 
stylistic devices 

- Reporting the 
speech of others 

- Reflecting on the 
influence of foreign 
languages 

- Distinguishing 
language varieties 
and , if desired, 
using them  

Possible content: 

Grade  7: Newspapers 

Grade  8:  Youth language; interpretation of songs 

Grade  9:   Advertising 

Grade 10:  Poetic language in its time 
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D: Understanding culturally important texts and media 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language knowledge 
and language 
awareness  

- Using reading strategies 

- Applying steps of 
interpretation 

- Finding connections 
between literary texts 
and knowledge from 
daily life 

- Understanding different 
genres and their 
importance 

 

- Paraphrasing content 

- Interpretive and creative 
writing 

- Argumentative and 
persuasive writing 

 

- Paraphrasing content 

- Interpreting texts 

- Reflecting on 
language change 

Possible content:  

Grade  7:  Ballads; novellas; media education/responsible use of media 

Grade  8:  Youth novels; short story; theatre (field trip) 

Grade  9:   Prose; youth novels; short stories 

Grade 10:  Drama; poetry; film 

 

 

 
 
E: Using language skills for interdisciplinary purposes and to connect disciplines 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language knowledge 
and language 
awareness  

- Reading strategies - Writing strategies 

- Minutes/records 

- Giving presentations 

- Discussing 

- Analysing 
anglicisms 

- Comparing 
languages 

Possible content: 
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Grade  7:  Description; report 

Grade  8:   Description; report; texts from other countries/about other cultures 

Grade  9:   Report; texts from other countries/about other cultures 

Grade 10:  Argumentation; texts and pictures about current affairs/recent history 

 

 

 

 

 

The following criteria are used to determine the studentsô learning progress: They 

 

 can cope with more complex writing and speaking tasks/situations, 
 demonstrate growing autonomy and confidence in terms of writing correctly, and increase 

their ability to spot errors, 
 reflect on linguistic phenomena thanks to a more sophisticated language knowledge, 
 understand and interpret texts and media, even complex ones, in an increasingly 

sophisticated manner as far as the textual structure and the meaning are concerned, 
 in 7th and 8th grade, primarily develop the ability to use reading and writing strategies for 

interdisciplinary purposes; in 9th and 10th grade, an additional focus is on giving 
presentations. 

 

It is recommended that genres such as minutes/records/lab reports, CVs/resumes and cover 
letters are covered in detail in the subjects they tend to be associated with, possibly in 
combination with the subject of German.
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German 
 
 
Grade 9 
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1. Area of competence: Reading 

 

The students can read and understand fictional and non-fictional texts of different styles, 
and comment on formal and content-related aspects, justifying their answers with 
reasons.  

 

Core competences: 

¶  Applying reading skills autonomously 

¶ Understanding different fictional and non-fictional texts, including electronic ones 

¶ Analysing and evaluating texts that differ in form and content, taking specific 
contextual knowledge into account 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 

 

*)  The Swiss ñRealschuleò is equivalent to the German ñHauptschuleò 
**)   ñSekundarschuleò is equivalent to the German ñRealschuleò 

 

Reading skills: Reading techniques and reading strategies (grade 9) 

Realschule * Sekundarschule ** Gymnasium 

The students get increasingly 
autonomous in their use of 
some reading techniques and 
strategies, especially if it is 
about understanding 
information and textual 
structures. 

The students get increasingly 
autonomous in their use of 
various reading techniques and 
strategies, employing them 
purposefully and in a goal-
oriented manner, especially if it 
is about understanding 
information and textual 
structures. 

The students get 
increasingly autonomous in 
their use of various reading 
techniques and strategies, 
employing them purposefully 
and in a goal-oriented 
manner, especially if it is 
about understanding 
information and textual 
structures. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ using searching strategies 

¶ formulating hypotheses 

¶ grasping information from a text and putting oneôs preliminary understanding of the text 
into words 

¶ identifying problems regarding understanding  

¶ using context to clarify the meaning of words 

¶ marking crucial passages 
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¶ structuring texts and dividing them up into parts 

¶ guided by the teacher, analysing and interpreting texts, paying attention to fundamental 
aspects of content, language, and possibly form 

¶ experimenting with and reflecting on various ways of reciting/presenting texts in order to 
express oneôs understanding of the texts 

¶ using textbooks/specialised books and media offerings autonomously and paying 
increasing attention to interdisciplinary aspects 

¶ working with visualisation techniques 

Possible content: 

¶ Student dictionary; encyclopedia; informative texts from electronic encyclopedias and 
websites; informative texts from newspapers, magazines etc., excerpts from textbooks; 
texts from specialised books (including books from other disciplines); (political) 
speeches; regulations and legal texts; advertisements 

¶ Longer novellas, novels, plays, poems  

¶ Excerpts; presentations 

¶ Reported speech, moods (verbs) 

¶ Sentence structure and its function: hypotaxis, parataxis, infinitive and participial 
constructions  

 

 

Reading: Understanding informative/non-fictional texts and media (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students purposefully 
gather information and 
intentions from linear and 
nonlinear nonfictional texts as 
well as other media (all of 
which require some basic 
specialized knowledge).   

The students purposefully 
gather information and 
intentions from linear and 
nonlinear nonfictional texts as 
well as other media (all of which 
require a manageable amount 
of specialized knowledge).   

 

The students purposefully 
gather information, 
intentions, characteristic 
features of the respective 
genres, and the function of 
stylistic devices from linear 
and nonlinear nonfictional 
texts as well as other media 
(all of which require 
specialized knowledge).   

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Thinking about goals for reading a text, and specific interests in terms of the reading 

¶ Pointing out difficulties 

¶ Establishing connections between parts of the text(s) 

¶ Methodically gaining insights into texts by for example grasping the topic or main issues, 
forming hypotheses, gathering information and arguments, identifying and interpreting 
striking stylistic rhetorical and stylistic devices as well as the use of nonlinear elements 
(lists, maps, tables, photographs, drawings etc.) in terms of the purpose of the text, and 
drawing conclusions 

¶ Distinguishing between facts and opinions 

¶ Distinguishing between claims, arguments, and evidence 
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¶ Distinguishing genres and forms of presentations (e.g. in journalism) as well as purposes 
(to inform, appeal, persuade, instruct, entertain, etc.) 

¶ Critically reflecting on texts and media presentation (language, form, selection of 
information, comprehensiveness/brevity, abstraction/concreteness, coherence/unity, 
structure, sophistication/detail, objectivity, use of images, diagrams, audiovisual devices 
etc.)  

¶ Formulating oneôs own viewpoint regarding questions, problems, statements in texts, and 
justifying it with reasons 

Possible content: 

¶ Informative and instructional texts, e.g. texts from specialised books or textbooks; texts 
from reference works, newspapers/magazines; electronic texts 

¶ Advertising 

¶ Nonlinear texts (photographs, drawings, tables, lists, graphs, charts, pictures in 
combination with text, maps with legends, forms) 

¶ Summaries and commentary 

¶ Reading log 

¶ Research and information gathering 

¶ Presentations 

¶ Technical/specialised language in contrast to standard language  

¶ Speech acts: intentions and forms 

¶ Citation and quotation methods  

 

Reading: Understanding literary/fictional texts and media (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

With help for structuring, the 
students work on and interpret 
mostly contemporary texts 
(prose, poetry, drama) that show 
connections to everyday life and 
offer related media material. The 
students distinguish various 
perspectives/points of view, and 
understand simple literary 
elements and stylistic devices in 
their influence on creating direct 
and indirect meaning. 
 

With help for structuring, the 
students work on and interpret 
mostly contemporary texts 
(prose, poetry, drama) that show 
connections to everyday life and 
offer related media material. The 
students distinguish various 
perspectives/points of view, and 
understand the influence of 
creative language use and 
literary elements and stylistic 
devices on creating direct and 
indirect meaning. 
 

The students work on and 
interpret relatively short texts 
(prose, poetry, drama) that show 
connections to everyday life and 
offer related media material. The 
students consider the specifics of 
genres and cultural and historical 
contexts to a certain extent, 
distinguish various 
perspectives/points of view, and 
understand the influence of 
selected rhetorical and stylistic 
devices and literary elements on 
creating direct and indirect 
meaning. 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Explaining oneôs own understanding of a text 

¶ Forming hypotheses 

¶ Structuring the content 

¶ Interpreting striking stylistic devices and literary elements in terms of their function for 
presenting the topic/issue in a text 
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¶ Drawing conclusions 

¶ Studying prose texts (short stories, books with age-appropriate topics, narrative texts in 
combination with media) with special focus on the characters and their relationships, the 
structure of the plot, and special devices and elements in terms of their function for what is 
being narrated (point of view, symbolism, time levels etc.) 

¶ Studying poetry in terms of its purposes (self-expression, appeal etc.), form, and imagery 

¶ Studying dramatic texts and media presentations in terms of the characters and their 
relationships, the presentation of conflict and solutions, the possibilities for scenic and media 
interpretation (tableau etc.) 

¶ Taking into account the specifics of sequencing, presentation of perspectives, and audiovisual 
devices with media presentations 

¶ Evaluating fictitious actions, including in films  

¶ Comparing the fictitious world with own experiences  

¶ In productive texts, taking on perspectives, filling gaps, trying out alternatives, writing parallel 
texts, commenting on and inventing alternative endings, justifying creative decisions  

¶ Evaluating the presentation of topics/issues in literary texts while considering general 
knowledge and possibly specialized knowledge or knowledge of texts with similar topics  

Possible content: 

¶ Novels and films that have something to do with the experience of teenagers, including Thai 
teenagers; novellas; short stories; plays from various cultural and historical contexts; daily/life 
poems; political poems; poems about experiences; poems on similar topics from different 
languages  

¶ Parody; satire (including in films)  

¶ Technical terms: point of view, narrator, monologue, dialogue, metaphor, image, rhyme, 
speaker, motif, character  

¶ Literary texts in combination with nonfiction and media 
=> Content clauses, use of pronouns, conjunctions, and modal adverbs to link clauses, 

sentences, parts of texts 

=> Summary/paraphrase of texts 

 

 



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  109 

 

 
2. Area of competence: Writing 

 

The students know the possibilities writing offers as a means of communication, 
presentation, and reflection, and they autonomously compose texts that take the 
intended audience into account. For this, they create appropriate plans and outlines, and 
edit and revise their texts. 

 

Core competences: 

 

¶ Having a range of writing skills at oneôs disposal 

¶ Organising and carrying out a writing process autonomously 

¶ Writing correctly 
 

 

 

ting skills: Planning, outlining, revising, and polishing texts (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use selected 
methods of process-oriented 
writing for simple tasks in a 
purposeful manner. 
 

The students get increasingly 
flexible in using methods of 
process-oriented writing for 
relatively short tasks. 
 

The students flexibly use 
methods of process-oriented 
writing for tasks, including 
rather complex ones. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using selected forms of planning (determining oneôs writing objective, outline) 

¶ Considering various recipients, purposes, and the respective styles that go with them 

¶ Composing well-structured texts in correct language that fit the purpose and main idea 

¶ Checking oneôs texts individually or cooperatively on the basis of criteria that have been 
established before and with the help of linguistic aids; editing and revising the texts in 
terms of concept, grammar, style, spelling, and effect. 

¶ Writing texts in legible handwriting, using paragraphs for readability 

¶ Making use of and reflecting on the possibilities computers offer for presentation and 
correction 

Possible content: 

¶ Using different information sources such as reference works, the Internet etc. 

¶ Clustering; mind-map; ñIdeensternò (brainstorming with external stimuli); flowchart; formal 
outline 
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¶ Criteria grids for composition/drafting; making a plan; boilerplates and useful standard 
phrases 

¶ Portfolio 

¶ Criteria grids for revision; dictionary; using word processors; word lists; different tests to 
check oneôs correctness (rearranging, sound etc.) 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Narration, literary and creative writing (grade 9)                              

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Following different prompts, the 
students write and fashion 
stories by using simple narrative 
structures to transform texts from 
other genres into stories, 
continue given narratives, 
change perspective/point of 
view, fill gaps. 
 

Following different prompts, the 
students write and fashion 
stories by using selected 
narrative techniques to 
transform literary texts, continue 
given narratives, fill gaps, using 
selected literary elements and 
stylistic devices in the process. 
 

Following different prompts, 
the students write and 
fashion texts in an 
increasingly complex and 
structured manner; they 
write and fashion stories by 
paying special attention to 
coherence and using many 
different narrative techniques 
to transform literary texts, 
continue given narratives, fill 
gaps, using selected literary 
elements and stylistic 
devices in the process. 

 In detail, this includes: 

¶ Having a range of genre-specific literary elements and devices at oneôs disposal 

¶ Strategies: Using methods to generate ideas 

¶ Making a plan 

Possible content: 

¶ Story/narrative 

¶ Boilerplates, templates; useful standard phrases; stylistic devices such as similes, images, 
metaphors, etc. 

¶ Writing workshop 
=> Word lists for semantic fields; sentences elements 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Report, log, minutes, notes (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students inform the recipient 
about simple truths, facts, 
discussion results, and 
processes in a goal-oriented 
manner, using chronological or 
cause-effect structure as well as 
the organisational and stylistic 
principles of reporting. 
 

The students inform the recipient 
about relatively short truths, 
facts, discussion results, and 
processes in a goal-oriented 
manner, using chronological or 
cause-effect structure as well as 
the organisational and stylistic 
principles of reporting. 
 

The students inform the 
recipient about complex 
truths, facts, discussions 
(course and results), and 
processes in a goal-oriented 
manner, using chronological 
or cause-effect structure as 
well as the organisational 
and stylistic principles of 
reporting. 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Gaining knowledge about specific issues, facts and truths 

¶ Using bullet-point notes 

¶ Collecting and ordering information, using structured patterns   

¶ Using several types of outlines/structuring techniques  

Strategies: 

¶ Taking bullet-point notes, templates, notes in table form 

Possible content: 

¶ Outlining types and structuring techniques such as table, agenda, paragraph structure, 
numbering 

¶ Internship report; minutes/lab report; filling out forms 

¶ Bullet-point notes; excerpt; transcript/lecture notes 

¶ Sentence element templates (useful standard phrases) and other formulation aids 
=> Reported speech; use of grammatical moods; function of compound and complex 

sentences (e.g. causal clauses)  

=> Style: noun phrases dominate 

=> Nominalisation of verbs 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Addressing others (formally and informally; grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students compose formal 
and informal texts in a 
purposeful manner, paying 
attention to the intended 
audience and norms of 
presentation. They follow 
patterns and use formulation 
aids for this.   

The students compose formal 
and informal texts in a 
purposeful manner, paying 
attention to the intended 
audience and norms of 
presentation. In some cases, 
prompts are given as help. 
 

The students compose brief 
and precise formal and 
informal texts in a purposeful 
manner, paying attention to 
the intended audience and 
norms of presentation.  

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Gathering relevant information from given situations  

¶ Justifying viewpoints 

¶ Supporting demands with reasons 

¶ Describing their interests and skills 

¶ Using correct language in writing 

¶ Using the appropriate formats for formal letters 

Strategies: 

¶ Using boilerplates/useful standard phrase collections 

Possible content: 

¶ Bullet-point notes; mid map; outline etc. 

¶ Formal letter; business letter; CV/resume; contract; form; email 

¶ Charts; graphs; statistics 

¶ Opinion, comment, argumentation 
=> Sentence elements; function of compound and complex sentences (e.g. causal clauses); 
ñWegstreichprobeò (crossing out less crucial sentence elements until only the subject and 
predicate remain) etc.  

=> Ways of addressing and greeting people; formal concerns regarding address, etc. 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Informing others, appealing to others (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students compose draft 
notes for short presentations 
about familiar topics, using given 
structures and boilerplates 
(useful phrases) and paying 
attention to the recipient, the 
purpose, and suitable media for 
presentation; 
 
They compose texts that appeal 
to others with regards to simple 
issues. 
 

The students compose draft 
notes for short presentations 
about topics from their 
immediate and wider 
experience, paying attention to 
the recipient, the purpose, and 
suitable media for presentation; 
 

They compose texts that appeal 
to others, anticipating the 
expectations of the recipient. 

The students compose draft 
notes for short presentations 
about specialised topics, 
paying attention to the 
recipient, the purpose, and 
suitable media for 
presentation; 
 

They write short speeches 
on familiar occasions; 

 

They use forms of writing 
that appeals to others, 
anticipating the expectations 
of the recipient. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using arguments appropriately in terms of situation and purpose in order to appeal to 
others 

¶ Using simple rhetorical devices 

¶ Documenting sources correctly  

Strategies: 

¶ Using marking techniques functionally 

¶ Using reference works 

¶ Jotting down information in accordance with the instructions 

Possible content: 

¶ Memo; excerpt; notes for presentation; list 

¶ Bullet-point notes; mind map; crib sheet; web of meaning; outline etc. 

¶ Learning poster; wall newspaper 

¶ Letter to the editor; commentary 

¶ Nonlinear texts, e.g. graph, chart, table 

¶ Speeches, e.g. commemorative speech, opening speech 

¶ Opinion and comment; argumentation; paraphrase 

¶ Forms of presentation such as blackboard, poster, transparency, presentation software for 
PC 

=> rhetorical devices: e.g. anaphora, parallelism, appeal 
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=> Sentence elements; function of compound and complex sentences (e.g. causal clauses); 
ñWegstreichprobeò (crossing out less crucial sentence elements until only the subject and 
predicate remain) etc. 

=> Delivery; presentation styles and techniques 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Writing for oneself, writing as a memory aid (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students clearly and 
systematically jot down 
information that is relevant for 
own or given tasks. 

The students use various forms 
of noting down information that 
is relevant for own or given 
tasks. 

The students note down 
information that is relevant 
for own or given tasks 
flexibly and functionally; they 
compose lecture notes. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Taking legible and informative notes 

¶ Explaining terms and definitions 

Strategies: 

¶ Building up ordered collections of facts and terms tailored to specific given tasks 

¶ Using graphic symbols and abbreviations 

Possible content: 

¶ Bullet-point notes; mind map; crib sheet; table; graph 

¶ Note; excerpt; work log 

¶ Portfolio; reading log; scenario 

 

 

 

Rhetorical modes and purposes: Summary and paraphrase (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students clearly summarise 
simple texts and excerpts from 
texts (literary texts, linear 
informative texts and nonlinear 
texts), which includes their 
appearance in various media.   

The students clearly summarise 
relatively short texts and 
excerpts from texts (literary 
texts, linear informative texts 
and nonlinear texts), which 
includes their appearance in 
various media.   

The students clearly 
summarise complex texts 
and excerpts from texts 
(literary texts, linear 
informative texts and 
nonlinear texts), which 
includes their appearance in 
various media.   

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using techniques of reporting direct speech 

¶ Using summarising methods: e.g. focusing through classification (general terms and 
matching specifics), topic sentence 

Strategies: 

¶ Using the ñWegstreichprobeò (crossing out less crucial sentence elements until only the 
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subject and predicate remain) 

¶ Using the possibilities of word and data processing 

¶ Having planning strategies 

Possible content: 

¶ Retelling; summary; blurb; précis; definition of terms  

¶ Interpretation; commentary; letter to the editor 

¶ Bullet-point notes; mind map; crib sheet; table; graph; excerpt 
=> Reported speech (e.g. paraphrase; subjunctive/Konjunktiv); working with sentence 

elements; function of complex and compound sentences; tenses 

=> Reading, marking techniques 

=> Presentation forms and styles 

 

Rhetorical modes and purposes: Interpretive and creative writing (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students express their 
understanding of literary and 
pragmatic texts or excerpts 
clearly in writing; 
 

They use prompts to create 
simple texts in order to 
experiment with different 
purposes and effects. 

 

Guided by the teacher but partly 
based on their own conclusions, 
the students write interpretations 
of relatively short literary and 
pragmatic texts, taking some 
stylistic and literary devices and 
genre specifics into account;  
 

They work with literary and 
pragmatic texts, partly by 
experiment, transforming and 
continuing them, filling gaps, 
shortening the texts, introducing 
new characters, changing the 
genre, and thus trying out 
different purposes and effects. 

 

The students write 
interpretations of relatively 
short literary and pragmatic 
texts, taking some stylistic 
and literary devices and 
genre specifics into account;  
 
They work with literary and 
pragmatic texts, partly by 
experiment, transforming and 
continuing them, filling gaps, 
shortening the texts, 
introducing new characters, 
changing the genre, and thus 
using literary devices and 
elements in a systematic and 
sophisticated manner. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Formulating plausible interpretations and giving evidence for them 

¶ Grasping main ideas 

¶ Formulating an interpretive hypothesis/the starting point for an interpretive process 

¶ Establishing connections between content, language, and form 

¶ Formulating the result of an interpretive process 

¶ Evaluating the message of a text 

¶ Using textual analysis as the basis for interpretation 
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Strategies: 

¶ Making bullet-point notes and templates 

¶ Making a plan 

¶ Using observation strategies 

Possible content: 

¶ Characterisation 

¶ Character cards; biography of a character 
=> Working with semantic fields; functions of the tenses; compound and complex sentences 

(e.g. causal and conditional clauses); main clauses; function of adjectives and adverbs; 
attributes 

=> Reported speech (e.g. paraphrase); subjunctive/Konjunktiv; function of compound and 
complex sentences (e.g. causal clauses) 

=> Working with sentence elements 

=> Working with the dictionary 

=> Summary; describing characters 

=> Reading literary texts and informative/instructional texts 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 

is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Argumentation and discussion (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Following instructions, the 
students compose simply- 
structured argumentative texts 
about simple issues. 
 

The students compose 
argumentative texts about 
relatively straightforward issues. 

The students compose 
argumentative texts and 
discuss issues in writing, 
which includes reacting to 
other texts. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Checking, evaluating, and systematically selecting information 

¶ Inferring theses and arguments from texts 

¶ Developing theses, collecting arguments, supporting them, and ordering them by 
importance 

¶ Illustrating them with examples, facts, values, experiences 

¶ Drawing conclusions 

¶ Recognising argumentative strategies, and reacting to them 

¶ Matching facts and problems (including given ones) with larger issues  

¶ Developing own viewpoints logically, engaging reasonably with the perspectives of others 

Strategies: 

¶ Doing research 

¶ Reducing information to its core elements 

¶ Formulating questions 

¶ Formulating problems 

Possible content: 

¶ Thesis; argument; evidence/support; example; conclusion; causal chain 

¶ Evaluation and recommendation; comment(ary)  

¶ Citation techniques 
 

=> Sentence constructions (conjunctions: especially final, causal, conditional clauses) 

=> Jotting down information 

=> Discussion; debate 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Writing skills: Writing correctly (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use simple word 
and statement patterns from 
their experience as well as 
important spelling rules; they 
employ simple writing and 
checking strategies in order to 
solve spelling (and possibly 
grammar) problems; 
 

They use suitable tools and aids; 

 

They correct and avoid errors 
and mistakes with the help of 
guided error analysis. 

 

 

The students use word and 
statement patterns that 
transcend their experience as 
well as important spelling rules; 
they systematically employ 
writing and checking strategies 
in order to solve spelling and 
grammar problems; 
 

They use suitable tools and aids; 

 

They correct and avoid errors 
and mistakes in an increasingly 
autonomous manner via error 
analysis. 

 

 

The students reliably use 
general word and statement 
patterns as well as important 
spelling rules; they 
systematically employ writing 
and checking strategies in 
order to solve, describe, and 
reflect on spelling and 
grammar problems; 
 

They use suitable tools and 
aids systematically and 
autonomously; 

 

They correct and avoid 
errors and mistakes in a 
largely autonomous manner 
via error analysis. 

 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Applying phonological and morphological rules when writing 

¶ Applying the syllabic principle  

¶ With words, applying common grammatical rules (one word or two words, common foreign 
words and technical terms) when writing texts 

¶ With sentences, applying grammatical rules of using small or capital letters 

¶ Applying the essential rules and norms of punctuation in an increasingly confident manner 
when writing texts 

Strategies: 

¶ Using strategies when consulting the dictionary 

¶ Using strategies to find major error areas 

¶ Using the spell check of word processors 

¶ Making use of the known canon of rules 

¶ Using strategies to clarify spelling: deductions, root etc. 

Possible content: 

¶ Direct and indirect speech; relative clauses 

¶ Nominalisation of adjectives; transforming attributes into relative clauses; nominalisation 
of verbs (standardised writing/form letters) 
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¶ Double consonants; using etymology and root to determine spelling (e.g. verbs); foreign 
words and technical terms 

¶ Linking clauses to get compound and complex sentences 

¶ Punctuation in compound and complex sentences; expanded infinitive clause; indirect 
questions 

=> Summary and paraphrase; log and transcript 

=> Characterisation 

=> Drafting, revising and editing texts 

=> Discussion and argumentation; minutes 
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3. Area of competence: Speaking and listening 

 

The students successfully cope with more complex speaking and communicative 
situations. They do this in an increasingly autonomous manner, achieving their own 
purposes through the use of a wide range of speech acts, for which they take the 
situation and the recipient into account. Core competences: 

 

¶ Using speech acts such as informing, presenting arguments, making appeals 
purposefully for larger tasks such as presentations, discussions 

¶ Consciously controlling interactive processes between speakers and listeners, 
making systematic use of othersô contributions for oneôs own purposes, provoking 
reactions consciously 

¶ Using forms of reciting and dramatic speech in larger contexts 

 

 

 

Informing others (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use selected 
speech acts purposefully, taking 
the listeners into account. 
 

The students use selected 
speech acts and presentation 
techniques purposefully, taking 
the listeners into account. 
 
 

The students use a wide 
range of speech acts and 
various presentation 
techniques purposefully, 
taking the listeners into 
account. 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Giving short presentations on the basis of notes and with the help of graphic aids 

¶ Using presentation material, including that involving group work, position statements, 
computer-aided presentations functionally 

¶ Considering gestures, facial expressions and body language 

¶ Evaluating presentations using specific criteria 

Strategies: 

¶ Using cluster, mind map, bullet-point notes 

Possible content: 

¶ Topics of high general importance (e.g. choosing a job, media studies) 
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Successfully communicating with others (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use speech acts 
systematically for own 
communicative purposes, taking 
the situation and the recipients 
into account. 
 

The students use a wide range 
of speech acts systematically for 
own communicative purposes, 
taking the situation and the 
recipients into account. 
 

The students use 
conversation strategies and 
a wide range of speech acts 
systematically for own 
communicative purposes, 
taking the situation and the 
recipients into account. They 
observe and evaluate their 
own and othersô behaviour in 
conversations. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using stylistically appropriate language in different formal communication situations 

¶ Distinguish between the content and the relationship aspect in conversations 

¶ Coming to agreements regarding various situations (planning of leisure activities with 
others, behaviour in the family, with friends, use of certain objects, rooms etc.) 

¶ Coping with and evaluating simulated every-day life situations 

¶ Defending oneôs own viewpoint in prepared debates, reacting appropriately to arguments 
and opinions of others, using discussion strategies (refuting arguments, stressing common 
interests, emphasizing the advantages of oneôs own position and the disadvantages of the 
opposition, etc.)  

¶ Creating transparencies, posters, note cards in order to support oral statements 

Strategies: 

¶ Using sentence patterns 

¶ Paying attention to rules 

Possible content: 

¶ Presentation (e.g. about jobs); effects and characteristics of specific media; reading 
interests 

¶ Debates about current controversial issues; panel discussions 

¶ Job interviews 

¶ Simulated conversations: with superiors, government agencies, small talk 

¶ Sketch, diagram, mind map, picture, map, transparency as graphic aids 
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Active listening (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students listen to others 
even with longer contributions; 
they grasp what others say, 
report the main ideas and react 
critically to them. 
 

The students listen to others 
even with longer contributions; 
they grasp what others say, 
report the main ideas and 
possibly some arguments, and 
react critically to them. 

The students listen to others 
even with longer 
contributions; they grasp 
what others say, report the 
main ideas and possibly 
major arguments, and 
express a critical reaction to 
them. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Asking follow-up questions 

¶ Expressing guesses regarding the thoughts and feelings of the speaker, confirming the 
impression by systematically asking questions 

Strategies: 

¶ Writing down what is being said 

¶ Using feedback as self-check 

Possible content: 

¶ Presentation; speech; debate; panel discussion 

¶ Scripts; (lecture) notes; bullet points 

¶ Logs, records, minutes 

¶ Commentary 

¶ Group discussion 
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Creative speaking (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Using verbal and nonverbal 
means, the students act in short 
scenes, experiment with 
varieties of speaking, and reflect 
on them critically. 
 

Using several verbal and 
nonverbal means systematically, 
the students act in short scenes, 
experiment with varieties of 
speaking, and reflect on them 
critically. 
 

Using many different verbal 
and nonverbal means 
systematically, the students 
act in scenes from a play, 
experiment with varieties of 
speaking, and reflect on 
them critically. 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Creating and acting in role plays (e.g. job interview), using language and body language 
consciously 

¶ Gaining access to texts and interpretations via tasks (tableau etc.) 

Strategies: 

¶ Comparing various attitudes of speakers 

¶ Using notes and markings 

Possible content: 

¶ Narrative text; dramatic text 

¶ Characteristics of characters 

¶ Textual interpretation; literary discussion 

¶ Scenario; story board 

¶ Audio/video recordings to evaluate oneself 

 

 

 

 



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  126 

 

 

4. Area of competence: Language knowledge and language 
awareness 

 

The students know the power of basic rhetorical/stylistic devices and use this linguistic 
knowledge in concrete situations to speak or write, as well as to reflect on and analyse 
statements and texts. 

Core competences: 

¶ Reflecting on and fashioning statements and texts in their communicative 
situations in terms of selected functions 

¶ Analysing and reflecting on the character of texts in terms of several features 

¶ Understanding the most important parts of speech in terms of the interrelation 
between form and function, using this to speak, write, and analyse better 

¶ Understanding and examining basic sentence structures in terms of the 
interrelation between form and function, using this to speak, write and analyse 
better 
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Understanding and using language as a means to communicate (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

In some oral and written 
communication situations from 
daily life, the students distinguish 
basic communication strategies, 
employ them systematically, 
reflect on their effects, and 
identify basic causes of potential 
problems in communicating or 
understanding in the process. 
They use selected correction 
and problem-solving 
possibilities. 
 

In relatively straightforward oral 
and written communication 
situations from daily life, the 
students distinguish basic 
communication strategies, 
employ them systematically, 
reflect on their effects, and 
identify some causes of potential 
problems in communicating or 
understanding in the process. 
They use fundamental correction 
and problem-solving 
possibilities. 

In oral and written 
communication situations 
from daily life, the students 
distinguish communication 
strategies, employ them 
systematically, reflect on their 
effects, and identify causes 
of potential problems in 
communicating or 
understanding in the 
process. 
They use a repertoire for 
correction and problem-
solving.  

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Observing, describing and reflecting on communicative situations 

¶ Identifying and explaining stylistic and grammatical causes of misunderstandings 

¶ Recognising and paying attention to bias/subjectivity in language use in oral and written 
communicative situations  

¶ Describing and using linguistic techniques (e.g. linking thoughts in argumentative texts, 
developing a logical structure) 

Strategies: 

¶ Double-checking 

¶ Experimenting with texts, parts of texts, and language; reflecting on found categories 

Possible content: 

¶ Role play, e.g. job interview  

¶ Discussion; argumentation 

¶ Interpretation of literary texts, e.g. plays 

¶ Presentations 
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Knowing and using the function of linguistic structures and forms (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use their 
knowledge of the function and 
importance of words, the main 
parts of speech, the most 
important sentence elements, 
and simple syntactic structures 
 
- for the analysis of simple texts 
on the word, sentence, and 
text levels, 

- for writing relatively short texts 
of their own, 

- for oral communication in 
everyday life situations. 

The students use their 
knowledge of the function and 
importance of words, parts of 
speech, the most important 
sentence elements, and 
fundamental syntactic structures 
 
- for the analysis of relatively 
short texts on the word, 
sentence, and text levels,  

- for writing texts of their own, 

- for oral communication in 
relatively straightforward 
situations. 

The students use their 
knowledge of the function 
and importance of words, 
parts of speech, sentence 
elements, and syntactic 
structures 
 

- for the analysis of complex 
texts on the word, 
sentence, and text levels, 

- for writing texts of their 
own, including complex 
texts 

- for oral communication 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using knowledge of parts of speech and sentence types to compose and analyse texts as 
well as for oral and written communicative situations 

¶ Using operative procedures 

Strategies: 

¶ Employing double-checking strategies to identify sentence elements (e.g. reversing, 
changing order, substituting) in oneôs own texts, other peopleôs texts, and spoken 
language 

¶ Comparing purpose and effect of sentences with different orders of sentence elements 

¶ Comparing purpose and effect of sentences with different structures 

Possible content: 

¶ Word order in literary texts, e.g. poems 

¶ Word order in informative texts (e.g. journalism) 

¶ Advertisements: grammatical structures; violations of grammatical conventions 

¶ Reflecting on textual compositions, e.g. proforms, especially pronouns, connectors 
(adverbs, conjunctions)  

¶ Newspaper text 

¶ Infinitive clause, participial clause 

¶ Style: noun phrases, verb phrases 

¶ Parataxis, hypotaxis 
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Knowing and using semantic structures and rhetorical/stylistic devices (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students know, reflect on, 
and use some basic rhetorical 
and stylistic devices as elements 
of textual composition as well as 
to analyse oral and written 
communication. 
 

The students know, reflect on, 
and use selected rhetorical and 
stylistic devices as elements of 
textual composition as well as to 
analyse oral and written 
communication. They distinguish 
between literal and figurative 
language use. 
  

The students know, reflect 
on, and use many different 
rhetorical and stylistic 
devices as elements of 
textual composition as well 
as to analyse oral and 
written communication. They 
distinguish between literal 
and figurative language use. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Employing operative procedures to identify syntactic and textual structures 

¶ Reflecting upon language, using dictionary, thesaurus and lexicon as guides to clarify the 
meanings of words and render them more precisely 

Strategies: 

¶ Using context to expand oneôs vocabulary 

¶ Using context to clarify the meaning of words 

¶ Defining terms by applying morphological knowledge and using reference works 

Possible content: 

¶ Metaphors and imagery 

¶ Creating words 

¶ Word formation 

¶ Idioms and phrases 

¶ Simple speeches (eulogy, commemorative speech) 

¶ Poems 
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Using and reflecting on knowledge of language varieties consciously (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Depending on the situation, the 
students distinguish between 
colloquial and standard 
language; they use simple forms 
of specialised language. 
 

The students reflect on language 
varieties such as standard, 
colloquial and youth language as 
well as dialects; they use simple 
forms of specialised language. 
 

The students reflect on 
language varieties such as 
standard, colloquial and 
youth language as well as 
the importance and origin of 
dialects; they use specialised 
language in selected areas.   

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Distinguishing the specialised language of various disciplines and their respective uses 

¶ Reflecting on youth language; group speak, especially fashionable terms and buzzwords 
in terms of their appropriateness for the rhetorical situation  

Strategies: 

¶ Double-checking 

Possible content: 

¶ Legal texts, e.g. contract, law 

¶ Technology, including the influence from the English language 

¶ Poetic language in fictional texts 

¶ Job interview; sales pitch; oral examination; leisure talk; family talk 

¶ Ways of addressing and greeting people 

¶ Standard letter 
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Using and reflecting on knowledge of language change (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students reflect on the use, 
importance, and change of 
common words and phrases, 
and use examples to work out 
the influence of foreign 
languages on the German 
vocabulary. 
 

The students reflect on the use, 
importance, and change of 
common words and phrases, 
and use examples to compare 
the meaning of words and thus 
to mark the influence of foreign 
languages on the German 
vocabulary. 
 

Using examples, the 
students gain insights into 
the history of the German 
vocabulary; they use 
comparisons of the meaning 
of words to mark the 
influence of foreign 
languages on the German 
vocabulary. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Marking influences of British and American English on the German vocabulary 

¶ Knowing the meaning of common proverbs, idioms, and sayings 

Strategies: 

¶ Consulting a dictionary, possibly an etymological one 

Possible content: 

¶ Fables; informative and instructional texts; newspapers; magazines 

¶ Advertisements; personal ads 

¶ Email; chat 

¶ Changing, retelling stories 

¶ Parodies 

 

 

 

 

Using and reflecting on knowledge about languages and their affinities consciously (grade 9) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use examples to 
realise connections between 
related languages; they reflect 
on these and use them when 
learning foreign languages. 

The students realise connections 
between languages; they reflect 
on these and use them when 
learning foreign languages. 

The students realise 
connections between 
languages; they reflect on 
these and use them when 
learning foreign languages. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Examining selected phrases and comparing them 



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  132 

 

Strategies: 

¶ Double-checking 

Possible content: 

¶ Proverbs from different languages in comparison 

¶ Phrases, sayings, idioms 

¶ Use of prepositions and transitions 

¶ Own attempts at translation 

 

 

 

 

5. Topics and contents 

 

Language competence gets taught via various ways of performing with or in language. 
These can be divided into different thematic categories (topic areas). Together, they 
cover all areas of competence of German as a subject, which means they need to be 
taught in combination. Thus, the curriculum fits the concept of integrated teaching of 
German. 

The following topic areas are mandatory in each year. When planning and carrying out 
lessons, the principle of the spiral curriculum (topics are revisited on a more advanced 
level) should be observed. When deciding on concrete topics, the opinions of the 
students and the colleagues as well as the internal curriculum of the school have to be 
taken into account. 

 

 

Topic areas: Overview 

 

A: Using language to perform in everyday life and work 

 

B: Using language creatively 

 

C: Reflecting on language 

 

D: Understanding culturally important texts and media 
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E: Using language skills for interdisciplinary purposes and to connect disciplines 

 

 

All grades: As far as literature selection is concerned, Austrian, Swiss, and 
Thai authors are to be taken into account as well. 

 

 

 

A: Using language to perform in everyday life and work 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language knowledge 
and language 
awareness  

-  gathering information 
and doing research 

-  connecting 
information 

-  coping with nonlinear 
and fragmentary texts 

- reporting 

- describing 

- discussing/arguing a 
point 

- writing correctly 

- addressing others 
formally and 
informally 

- giving presentations 

- asking questions 

- debating and 
discussing 

- getting information 

- having meaningful 
conversations 

- Composing texts 
with special 
attention to 
language, style, 
rhetorical situation, 
and recipient 

- Paying attention to 
situation and 
recipient with 
speech acts 

- Distinguishing 
language varieties 
and reflecting on 
them 

Possible content: 

Grade 7:  Informative and instructional texts about city tours, teachersô conference; 
writing craft instructions 

Grade 8: School parliament; performance (pantomime); writing claim letters 

Grade 9:  Formal business writing within the context of the obligatory 
internship/industrial placement 

Grade 10: Gathering information and doing research on the internet 
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B: Using language creatively 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language 
knowledge and 
language 
awareness  

- Analysing and 
evaluating the 
structure and purpose 
of texts 

- commenting on texts 

- transforming texts 

- creative writing, 
writing based on free 
association 

- writing scenes, short 
prose texts, poems 

- narrating 

- performing (acting out 
scenes) 

- using rhetoric for 
contributions to 
discussions 

- Making use of 
knowledge about 
the function of 
parts of speech 
and sentence 
constructions 

- Using rhetorical 
and stylistic 
devices 
purposefully 

Possible content: 

Grade  7: Radio play 

Grade  8:  Fantastic stories; foreign languages (origins, comparison of grammar) 

Grade  9:  Reportage 

Grade 10: Visions of the future 

 

C: Reflecting on language 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language 
knowledge and 
language 
awareness  

- Knowing the 
characteristics of 
specific genres 

- Identifying and 
evaluating textual 
structure, style, and 
effect 

- Knowing elements of 
controlling and 
influencing reception 

- Distinguishing 

- Finding rules 

- Identifying individual 
problem areas 

- Evaluating 
statements 

- Anticipating speech 
acts 

 

- Analysing texts 

- Comparing ways 
of expression 

- Reflecting on 
rhetorical and 
stylistic devices 

- Reporting the 
speech of others 

- Reflecting on the 
influence of foreign 
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functions of texts and 
using them 

languages 

- Distinguishing 
language varieties 
and , if desired, 
using them  

Possible content: 

Grade  7: Newspapers 

Grade  8:  Youth language; interpretation of songs 

Grade  9:   Advertising 

Grade 10:  Poetic language in its time 

 

D: Understanding culturally important texts and media 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language 
knowledge and 
language 
awareness  

- Using reading 
strategies 

- Applying steps of 
interpretation 

- Finding connections 
between literary texts 
and knowledge from 
daily life 

- Understanding 
different genres and 
their importance 

- Paraphrasing content 
- Interpretive and 

creative writing 
- Argumentative and 

persuasive writing 
 

- Paraphrasing content 
- Interpreting texts 

- Reflecting on 
language change 

Possible content:  
Grade  7:  Ballads; novellas; media education/responsible use of media 
Grade  8:  Youth novels; short story; theatre (field trip) 
Grade  9:   Prose; youth novels; short stories 
Grade 10:  Drama; poetry; film 

 

 

 
E: Using language skills for interdisciplinary purposes and to connect disciplines 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language 
knowledge and 
language awareness  
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- Reading strategies - Writing strategies 

- Minutes/records 

- Giving presentations 

- Discussing 

- Analysing 
anglicisms 

- Comparing 
languages 

Possible content: 

Grade  7:  Description; report 

Grade  8:   Description; report; texts from other countries/about other cultures 

Grade  9:   Report; texts from other countries/about other cultures 

Grade 10:  Argumentation; texts and pictures about current affairs/recent history 

 

 

 

 

The following criteria are used to determine the studentsô learning progress: They 

 

 can cope with more complex writing and speaking tasks/situations, 

 demonstrate growing autonomy and confidence in terms of writing correctly, and 

increase their ability to spot errors, 

 reflect on linguistic phenomena thanks to a more sophisticated language 

knowledge, 

 understand and interpret texts and media, even complex ones, in an increasingly 

sophisticated manner as far as the textual structure and the meaning are 

concerned, 

 in 7th and 8th grade, primarily develop the ability to use reading and writing 

strategies for interdisciplinary purposes; in 9th and 10th grade, an additional 

focus is on giving presentations. 

 

 

 

It is recommended that genres such as minutes/records/lab reports, CVs/resumes and 

cover letters are covered in detail in the subjects they tend to be associated with, 

possibly in combination with the subject of German.
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1. Area of competence: Reading 
 

The students can read and understand fictional and non-fictional texts of different styles, 
and comment on formal and content-related aspects, justifying their answers with 
reasons.  

 

Core competences: 

¶  Applying reading skills autonomously 

¶ Understanding different fictional and non-fictional texts, including electronic ones 

¶ Analysing and evaluating texts that differ in form and content, taking specific 
contextual knowledge into account 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 

 

*)  The Swiss ñRealschuleò is equivalent to the German ñHauptschuleò 
**)   ñSekundarschuleò is equivalent to the German ñRealschuleò 
 
 

Reading skills: Reading techniques and reading strategies (grade 10) 

Realschule* Sekundarschule** Gymnasium 

The students get increasingly 
autonomous in their use of 
some reading techniques and 
strategies, especially if it is 
about understanding 
information and textual 
structures. 

The students get increasingly 
autonomous in their use of 
various reading techniques and 
strategies, employing them 
purposefully and in a goal-
oriented manner, especially if it 
is about understanding 
information and textual 
structures. 

The students get 
increasingly autonomous in 
their use of various reading 
techniques and strategies, 
employing them purposefully 
and in a goal-oriented 
manner, especially if it is 
about understanding 
information and textual 
structures. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ using searching strategies 

¶ formulating hypotheses 

¶ grasping information from a text and putting oneôs preliminary understanding of the text 
into words 

¶ identifying problems regarding understanding  

¶ using context to clarify the meaning of words 

¶ marking crucial passages 

¶ structuring texts and dividing them up into parts 
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¶ guided by the teacher, analysing and interpreting texts, paying attention to fundamental 
aspects of content, language, and possibly form 

¶ experimenting with and reflecting on various ways of reciting/presenting texts in order to 
express oneôs understanding of the texts 

¶ using textbooks/specialised books and media offerings autonomously and paying 
increasing attention to interdisciplinary aspects 

¶ working with visualisation techniques 

Possible content: 

¶ Student dictionary; encyclopedia; informative texts from electronic encyclopedias and 
websites; informative texts from newspapers, magazines etc., excerpts from textbooks; 
texts from specialised books (including books from other disciplines); (political) 
speeches; regulations and legal texts; advertisements 

¶ Longer novellas, novels, plays, poems  

¶ Excerpts; presentations 

¶ Reported speech, moods (verbs) 

¶ Sentence structure and its function: hypotaxis, parataxis, infinitive and participial 
constructions  
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Reading: Understanding informative/non-fictional texts and media (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students purposefully 
gather information and 
intentions from linear and 
nonlinear nonfictional texts as 
well as other media (all of 
which require some basic 
specialized knowledge).   

The students purposefully 
gather information and 
intentions from linear and 
nonlinear nonfictional texts as 
well as other media (all of which 
require a manageable amount 
of specialized knowledge).   

 

The students purposefully 
gather information, 
intentions, characteristic 
features of the respective 
genres, and the function of 
stylistic devices from linear 
and nonlinear nonfictional 
texts as well as other media 
(all of which require 
specialized knowledge).   

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Thinking about goals for reading a text, and specific interests in terms of the reading 

¶ Pointing out difficulties 

¶ Establishing connections between parts of the text(s) 

¶ Methodically gaining insights into texts by for example grasping the topic or main issues, 
forming hypotheses, gathering information and arguments, identifying and interpreting 
striking stylistic rhetorical and stylistic devices as well as the use of nonlinear elements 
(lists, maps, tables, photographs, drawings etc.) in terms of the purpose of the text, and 
drawing conclusions 

¶ Distinguishing between facts and opinions 

¶ Distinguishing between claims, arguments, and evidence 

¶ Distinguishing genres and forms of presentations (e.g. in journalism) as well as purposes 
(to inform, appeal, persuade, instruct, entertain, etc.) 

¶ Critically reflecting on texts and media presentation (language, form, selection of 
information, comprehensiveness/brevity, abstraction/concreteness, coherence/unity, 
structure, sophistication/detail, objectivity, use of images, diagrams, audiovisual devices 
etc.)  

¶ Formulating oneôs own viewpoint regarding questions, problems, statements in texts, and 
justifying it with reasons 

Possible content: 

¶ Informative and instructional texts, e.g. texts from specialised books or textbooks; texts 
from reference works, newspapers/magazines; electronic texts 

¶ Advertising, political speeches 

¶ Nonlinear texts (photographs, drawings, tables, lists, graphs, charts, pictures in 
combination with text, maps with legends, forms) 

¶ Reports, documentaries on TV; docu-soaps 

¶ Summaries and commentary 

¶ Reading log 

¶ Research and infoamtion gathering 

¶ Presentations 

¶ Technical/specialised language in contrast to standard language  
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¶ Ways of making text dense and efficient: ellipsis, nominalisation 

¶ Speech acts: intentions and forms 

¶ Citation and quotation methods 

 

Reading: Understanding literary/fictional texts and media (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

With help for structuring, the 
students work on and interpret 
mostly contemporary texts (prose, 
poetry, drama) that show 
connections to everyday life and 
offer related media material. The 
students distinguish various 
perspectives/points of view, and 
understand simple literary 
elements and stylistic devices in 
their influence on creating direct 
and indirect meaning. 
 

With help for structuring, the 
students work on and interpret 
mostly contemporary texts (prose, 
poetry, drama) that show 
connections to everyday life and 
offer related media material. The 
students distinguish various 
perspectives/points of view, and 
understand the influence of 
creative language use and literary 
elements and stylistic devices on 
creating direct and indirect 
meaning. 
 

The students work on and interpret 
relatively short texts (prose, poetry, 
drama) that show connections to 
everyday life and offer related 
media material. The students 
consider the specifics of genres 
and cultural and historical contexts 
to a certain extent, distinguish 
various perspectives/points of 
view, and understand the influence 
of selected rhetorical and stylistic 
devices and literary elements on 
creating direct and indirect 
meaning. 
 

 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Explaining oneôs own understanding of a text 

¶ Forming hypotheses 

¶ Structuring the content 

¶ Interpreting striking stylistic devices and literary elements in terms of their function for presenting 
the topic/issue in a text 

¶ Drawing conclusions 

¶ Studying prose texts (short stories, books with age-appropriate topics, narrative texts in 
combination with media) with special focus on the characters and their relationships, the structure 
of the plot, and special devices and elements in terms of their function for what is being narrated 
(point of view, symbolism, time levels etc.) 

¶ Studying poetry in terms of its purposes (self-expression, appeal etc.), form, and imagery 

¶ Studying dramatic texts and media presentations in terms of the characters and their relationships, 
the presentation of conflict and solutions, the possibilities for scenic and media interpretation 
(tableau etc.) 

¶ Taking into account the specifics of sequencing, presentation of perspectives, and audiovisual 
devices with media presentations 

¶ Evaluating fictitious actions, including in films  

¶ Comparing the fictitious world with own experiences  

¶ In productive texts, taking on perspectives, filling gaps, trying out alternatives, writing parallel texts, 
commenting on and inventing alternative endings, justifying creative decisions  

¶ Evaluating the presentation of topics/issues in literary texts while considering general knowledge 
and possibly specialized knowledge or knowledge of texts with similar topics  

¶ Working out the possibilities of other media in terms of effect and creativity compared to literary 
forms of narration 

¶ Comparing perspectives, viewpoints and character conceptions via scenic interpretation 
(interpreting through staging: tableau etc.) 
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Possible content: 

¶ Novels and films that have something to do with the experience of teenagers, including Thai 
teenagers; novellas; short stories; plays from various cultural and historical contexts; daily/life 
poems; political poems; poems about experiences; poems on similar topics from different 
languages  

¶ Parody; satire (including in films)  

¶ Technical terms: point of view, narrator, monologue, dialogue, metaphor, image, rhyme, speaker, 
motif, character  

¶ Literary texts in combination with nonfiction and media 
=> Content clauses, use of pronouns, conjunctions, and modal adverbs to link clauses, sentences, 

parts of texts 

=> Summary/paraphrase of texts 
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2. Area of competence: Writing 

 

The students know the possibilities writing offers as a means of communication, 
presentation, and reflection, and they autonomously compose texts that take the 
intended audience into account. For this, they create appropriate plans and outlines, and 
edit and revise their texts. 

 

Core competences: 

 

¶ Having a range of writing skills at oneôs disposal 

¶ Organising and carrying out a writing process autonomously 

¶ Writing correctly 
 

 

 

Writing skills: Planning, outlining, revising, and polishing texts (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use selected 
methods of process-oriented 
writing for simple tasks in a 
purposeful manner. 
 

The students get increasingly 
flexible in using methods of 
process-oriented writing for 
relatively short tasks. 
 

The students flexibly use 
methods of process-oriented 
writing for tasks, including 
rather complex ones. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using selected forms of planning (determining oneôs writing objective, outline) 

¶ Considering various recipients, purposes, and the respective styles that go with them 

¶ Composing well-structured texts in correct language that fit the purpose and main idea 

¶ Checking oneôs texts individually or cooperatively on the basis of criteria that have been 
established before and with the help of linguistic aids; editing and revising the texts in 
terms of concept, grammar, style, spelling, and effect. 

¶ Writing texts in legible handwriting, using paragraphs for readability 

¶ Making use of and reflecting on the possibilities computers offer for presentation and 
correction 

Possible content: 

¶ Using different information sources such as reference works, the Internet etc. 

¶ Clustering; mind-map; ñIdeensternò (brainstorming with external stimuli); flowchart; formal 
outline 
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¶ Criteria grids for composition/drafting; making a plan; boilerplates and useful standard 
phrases 

¶ Portfolio 

¶ Criteria grids for revision; dictionary; using word processors; word lists; different tests to 
check oneôs correctness (rearranging, sound etc.) 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Narration, literary and creative writing (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Following different prompts, the 
students write and fashion 
stories by using simple narrative 
structures to transform texts from 
other genres into stories, 
continue given narratives, 
change perspective/point of 
view, fill gaps. 
 

Following different prompts, the 
students write and fashion 
stories by using selected 
narrative techniques to 
transform literary texts, continue 
given narratives, fill gaps, using 
selected literary elements and 
stylistic devices in the process. 
 

Following different prompts, 
the students write and 
fashion texts in an 
increasingly complex and 
structured manner; they 
write and fashion stories by 
paying special attention to 
coherence and using many 
different narrative techniques 
to transform literary texts, 
continue given narratives, fill 
gaps, using selected literary 
elements and stylistic 
devices in the process. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Having a range of genre-specific literary elements and devices at oneôs disposal 

¶ Strategies: Using methods to generate ideas 

¶ Making a plan 

Possible content: 

¶ Story/narrative 

¶ Boilerplates, templates; useful standard phrases; stylistic devices such as similes, images, 
metaphors, etc. 

¶ Writing workshop 
 

=> Word lists for semantic fields; sentence elements 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Report, log, minutes, notes (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students inform the recipient 
about simple truths, facts, 
discussion results, and 
processes in a goal-oriented 
manner, using chronological or 
cause-effect structure as well as 
the organisational and stylistic 
principles of reporting. 
 

The students inform the recipient 
about relatively short truths, 
facts, discussion results, and 
processes in a goal-oriented 
manner, using chronological or 
cause-effect structure as well as 
the organisational and stylistic 
principles of reporting. 
 

The students inform the 
recipient about complex 
truths, facts, discussions 
(course and results), and 
processes in a goal-oriented 
manner, using chronological 
or cause-effect structure as 
well as the organisational 
and stylistic principles of 
reporting. 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Gaining knowledge about specific issues, facts and truths 

¶ Using bullet-point notes 

¶ Collecting and ordering information, using structured patterns   

¶ Using several types of outlines/structuring techniques  

Strategies: 

¶ Taking bullet-point notes, templates, notes in table form 

Possible content: 

¶ Outlining types and structuring techniques such as table, agenda, paragraph structure, 
numbering 

¶ Internship report; minutes/lab report; filling out forms 

¶ Bullet-point notes; excerpt; transcript/lecture notes 

¶ Sentence element templates (useful standard phrases) and other formulation aids 
=> Reported speech; use of grammatical moods; function of compound and complex 

sentences (e.g. causal clauses)  

=> Style: noun phrases dominate 

=> Nominalisation of verbs 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Addressing others (formally and informally; grade (10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students compose formal 
and informal texts in a 
purposeful manner, paying 
attention to the intended 
audience and norms of 
presentation. They follow 
patterns and use formulation 
aids for this.   

The students compose formal 
and informal texts in a 
purposeful manner, paying 
attention to the intended 
audience and norms of 
presentation. In some cases, 
prompts are given as help. 
 

The students compose brief 
and precise formal and 
informal texts in a purposeful 
manner, paying attention to 
the intended audience and 
norms of presentation.  

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Gathering relevant information from given situations  

¶ Justifying viewpoints 

¶ Supporting demands with reasons 

¶ Describing their interests and skills 

¶ Using correct language in writing 

¶ Using the appropriate formats for formal letters 

Strategies: 

¶ Using boilerplates/useful standard phrase collections 

Possible content: 

¶ Bullet-point notes; mid map; outline etc. 

¶ Formal letter; business letter; CV/resume; contract; form; email 

¶ Charts; graphs; statistics 

¶ Opinion, comment, argumentation 
=> Sentence elements; function of compound and complex sentences (e.g. causal clauses); 
ñWegstreichprobeò (crossing out less crucial sentence elements until only the subject and 
predicate remain) etc.  

=> Ways of addressing and greeting people; formal concerns regarding address, etc. 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Informing others, appealing to others (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students compose draft 
notes for short presentations 
about familiar topics, using given 
structures and boilerplates 
(useful phrases) and paying 
attention to the recipient, the 
purpose, and suitable media for 
presentation; 
 
They compose texts that appeal 
to others with regards to simple 
issues. 
 

The students compose draft 
notes for short presentations 
about topics from their 
immediate and wider 
experience, paying attention to 
the recipient, the purpose, and 
suitable media for presentation; 
 

They compose texts that appeal 
to others, anticipating the 
expectations of the recipient. 

The students compose draft 
notes for short presentations 
about specialised topics, 
paying attention to the 
recipient, the purpose, and 
suitable media for 
presentation; 
 

They write short speeches 
on familiar occasions; 

 

They use forms of writing 
that appeals to others, 
anticipating the expectations 
of the recipient. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using arguments appropriately in terms of situation and purpose in order to appeal to 
others 

¶ Using simple rhetorical devices 

¶ Documenting sources correctly  

Strategies: 

¶ Using marking techniques functionally 

¶ Using reference works 

¶ Jotting down information in accordance with the instructions 

Possible content: 

¶ Memo; excerpt; notes for presentation; list 

¶ Bullet-point notes; mind map; crib sheet; web of meaning; outline etc. 

¶ Learning poster; wall newspaper 

¶ Letter to the editor; commentary 

¶ Nonlinear texts, e.g. graph, chart, table 

¶ Speeches, e.g. commemorative speech, opening speech 

¶ Opinion and comment; argumentation; paraphrase 

¶ Forms of presentation such as blackboard, poster, transparency, presentation software for 
PC 

=> rhetorical devices: e.g. anaphora, parallelism, appeal 
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=> Sentence elements; function of compound and complex sentences (e.g. causal clauses); 
ñWegstreichprobeò (crossing out less crucial sentence elements until only the subject and 
predicate remain) etc. 

=> Delivery; presentation styles and techniques 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Writing for oneself, writing as a memory aid (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students clearly and 
systematically jot down 
information that is relevant for 
own or given tasks. 

The students use various forms 
of noting down information that 
is relevant for own or given 
tasks. 

The students note down 
information that is relevant 
for own or given tasks 
flexibly and functionally; they 
compose lecture notes. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Taking legible and informative notes 

¶ Explaining terms and definitions 

Strategies: 

¶ Building up ordered collections of facts and terms tailored to specific given tasks 

¶ Using graphic symbols and abbreviations 

Possible content: 

¶ Bullet-point notes; mind map; crib sheet; table; graph 

¶ Note; excerpt; work log 

¶ Portfolio; reading log; scenario 

 

 

 

Rhetorical modes and purposes: Summary and paraphrase (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students clearly summarise 
simple texts and excerpts from 
texts (literary texts, linear 
informative texts and nonlinear 
texts), which includes their 
appearance in various media.   

The students clearly summarise 
relatively short texts and 
excerpts from texts (literary 
texts, linear informative texts 
and nonlinear texts), which 
includes their appearance in 
various media.   

The students clearly 
summarise complex texts 
and excerpts from texts 
(literary texts, linear 
informative texts and 
nonlinear texts), which 
includes their appearance in 
various media.   

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using techniques of reporting direct speech 

¶ Using summarising methods: e.g. focusing through classification (general terms and 
matching specifics), topic sentence 

Strategies: 

¶ Using the ñWegstreichprobeò (crossing out less crucial sentence elements until only the 
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subject and predicate remain) 

¶ Using the possibilities of word and data processing 

¶ Having planning strategies 

Possible content: 

¶ Retelling; summary; blurb; précis; definition of terms  

¶ Interpretation; commentary; letter to the editor 

¶ Bullet-point notes; mind map; crib sheet; table; graph; excerpt 
=> Reported speech (e.g. paraphrase; subjunctive/Konjunktiv); working with sentence 

elements; function of complex and compound sentences; tenses 

=> Reading, marking techniques 

=> Presentation forms and styles 

 

Rhetorical modes and purposes: Interpretive and creative writing (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students express their 
understanding of literary and 
pragmatic texts or excerpts 
clearly in writing; 
 

They use prompts to create 
simple texts in order to 
experiment with different 
purposes and effects. 

 

Guided by the teacher but partly 
based on their own conclusions, 
the students write interpretations 
of relatively short literary and 
pragmatic texts, taking some 
stylistic and literary devices and 
genre specifics into account;  
 

They work with literary and 
pragmatic texts, partly by 
experiment, transforming and 
continuing them, filling gaps, 
shortening the texts, introducing 
new characters, changing the 
genre, and thus trying out 
different purposes and effects. 

 

The students write 
interpretations of relatively 
short literary and pragmatic 
texts, taking some stylistic 
and literary devices and 
genre specifics into account;  
 
They work with literary and 
pragmatic texts, partly by 
experiment, transforming and 
continuing them, filling gaps, 
shortening the texts, 
introducing new characters, 
changing the genre, and thus 
using literary devices and 
elements in a systematic and 
sophisticated manner. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Formulating plausible interpretations and giving evidence for them 

¶ Grasping main ideas 

¶ Formulating an interpretive hypothesis/the starting point for an interpretive process 

¶ Establishing connections between content, language, and form 

¶ Formulating the result of an interpretive process 

¶ Evaluating the message of a text 

¶ Using textual analysis as the basis for interpretation 
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Strategies: 

¶ Making bullet-point notes and templates 

¶ Making a plan 

¶ Using observation strategies 

Possible content: 

¶ Characterisation 

¶ Character cards; biography of a character 
=> Working with semantic fields; functions of the tenses; compound and complex sentences 

(e.g. causal and conditional clauses); main clauses; function of adjectives and adverbs; 
attributes 

=> Reported speech (e.g. paraphrase); subjunctive/Konjunktiv; function of compound and 
complex sentences (e.g. causal clauses) 

=> Working with sentence elements 

=> Working with the dictionary 

=> Summary; describing characters 

=> Reading literary texts and informative/instructional texts 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 

is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Rhetorical modes and purposes: Argumentation and discussion (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Following instructions, the 
students compose simply- 
structured argumentative texts 
about simple issues. 
 

The students compose 
argumentative texts about 
relatively straightforward issues. 

The students compose 
argumentative texts and 
discuss issues in writing, 
which includes reacting to 
other texts. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Checking, evaluating, and systematically selecting information 

¶ Inferring theses and arguments from texts 

¶ Developing theses, collecting arguments, supporting them, and ordering them by 
importance 

¶ Illustrating them with examples, facts, values, experiences 

¶ Drawing conclusions 

¶ Recognising argumentative strategies, and reacting to them 

¶ Matching facts and problems (including given ones) with larger issues  

¶ Developing own viewpoints logically, engaging reasonably with the perspectives of others 

Strategies: 

¶ Doing research 

¶ Reducing information to its core elements 

¶ Formulating questions 

¶ Formulating problems 

Possible content: 

¶ Thesis; argument; evidence/support; example; conclusion; causal chain 

¶ Evaluation and recommendation; comment(ary)  

¶ Citation techniques 
 

=> Sentence constructions (conjunctions: especially final, causal, conditional clauses) 

=> Jotting down information 

=> Discussion; debate 

 

ñ=>ò Whenever an area of competence could be combined with other areas of competence, this 
is signalled by the symbol => . 
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Writing skills: Writing correctly (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use simple word 
and statement patterns from 
their experience as well as 
important spelling rules; they 
employ simple writing and 
checking strategies in order to 
solve spelling (and possibly 
grammar) problems; 
 

They use suitable tools and aids; 

 

They correct and avoid errors 
and mistakes with the help of 
guided error analysis. 

 

 

The students use word and 
statement patterns that 
transcend their experience as 
well as important spelling rules; 
they systematically employ 
writing and checking strategies 
in order to solve spelling and 
grammar problems; 
 

They use suitable tools and aids; 

 

They correct and avoid errors 
and mistakes in an increasingly 
autonomous manner via error 
analysis. 

 

 

The students reliably use 
general word and statement 
patterns as well as important 
spelling rules; they 
systematically employ writing 
and checking strategies in 
order to solve, describe, and 
reflect on spelling and 
grammar problems; 
 

They use suitable tools and 
aids systematically and 
autonomously; 

 

They correct and avoid 
errors and mistakes in a 
largely autonomous manner 
via error analysis. 

 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Applying phonological and morphological rules when writing 

¶ Applying the syllabic principle  

¶ With words, applying common grammatical rules (one word or two words, common foreign 
words and technical terms) when writing texts 

¶ With sentences, applying grammatical rules of using small or capital letters 

¶ Applying the essential rules and norms of punctuation in an increasingly confident manner 
when writing texts 

Strategies: 

¶ Using strategies when consulting the dictionary 

¶ Using strategies to find major error areas 

¶ Using the spell check of word processors 

¶ Making use of the known canon of rules 

¶ Using strategies to clarify spelling: deductions, root etc. 

Possible content: 

¶ Direct and indirect speech; relative clauses 

¶ Nominalisation of adjectives; transforming attributes into relative clauses; nominalisation 
of verbs (standardised writing/form letters) 
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¶ Double consonants; using etymology and root to determine spelling (e.g. verbs); foreign 
words and technical terms 

¶ Linking clauses to get compound and complex sentences 

¶ Punctuation in compound and complex sentences; expanded infinitive clause; indirect 
questions 

=> Summary and paraphrase; log and transcript 

=> Characterisation 

=> Drafting, revising and editing texts 

=> Discussion and argumentation; minutes 

 

 

3. Area of competence: Speaking and listening 

 

The students successfully cope with more complex speaking and communicative 
situations. They do this in an increasingly autonomous manner, achieving their own 
purposes through the use of a wide range of speech acts, for which they take the 
situation and the recipient into account. Core competences: 

 

¶ Using speech acts such as informing, presenting arguments, making appeals 
purposefully for larger tasks such as presentations, discussions 

¶ Consciously controlling interactive processes between speakers and listeners, 
making systematic use of othersô contributions for oneôs own purposes, provoking 
reactions consciously 

¶ Using forms of reciting and dramatic speech in larger contexts 

 

 

 

Informing others (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use selected 
speech acts purposefully, taking 
the listeners into account. 
 

The students use selected 
speech acts and presentation 
techniques purposefully, taking 
the listeners into account. 
 
 

The students use a wide 
range of speech acts and 
various presentation 
techniques purposefully, 
taking the listeners into 
account. 
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In detail, this includes: 

¶ Giving short presentations on the basis of notes and with the help of graphic aids 

¶ Using presentation material, including that involving group work, position statements, 
computer-aided presentations functionally 

¶ Considering gestures, facial expressions and body language 

¶ Evaluating presentations using specific criteria 

Strategies: 

¶ Using cluster, mind map, bullet-point notes 

Possible content: 

¶ Topics of high general importance (e.g. choosing a job, media studies) 

 

Successfully communicating with others (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use speech acts 
systematically for own 
communicative purposes, taking 
the situation and the recipients 
into account. 
 

The students use a wide range 
of speech acts systematically for 
own communicative purposes, 
taking the situation and the 
recipients into account. 
 

The students use 
conversation strategies and 
a wide range of speech acts 
systematically for own 
communicative purposes, 
taking the situation and the 
recipients into account. They 
observe and evaluate their 
own and othersô behaviour in 
conversations. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using stylistically appropriate language in different formal communication situations 

¶ Distinguish between the content and the relationship aspect in conversations 

¶ Coming to agreements regarding various situations (planning of leisure activities with 
others, behaviour in the family, with friends, use of certain objects, rooms etc.) 

¶ Coping with and evaluating simulated every-day life situations 

¶ Defending oneôs own viewpoint in prepared debates, reacting appropriately to arguments 
and opinions of others, using discussion strategies (refuting arguments, stressing common 
interests, emphasizing the advantages of oneôs own position and the disadvantages of the 
opposition, etc.)  

¶ Creating transparencies, posters, note cards in order to support oral statements 

Strategies: 

¶ Using sentence patterns 

¶ Paying attention to rules 

Possible content: 

¶ Presentation (e.g. about jobs); effects and characteristics of specific media; reading 



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  157 

 

interests 

¶ Debates about current controversial issues; panel discussions 

¶ Job interviews 

¶ Simulated conversations: with superiors, government agencies, small talk 

¶ Sketch, diagram, mind map, picture, map, transparency as graphic aids 
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Active listening (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students listen to others 
even with longer contributions; 
they grasp what others say, 
report the main ideas and react 
critically to them. 
 

The students listen to others 
even with longer contributions; 
they grasp what others say, 
report the main ideas and 
possibly some arguments, and 
react critically to them. 

The students listen to others 
even with longer 
contributions; they grasp 
what others say, report the 
main ideas and possibly 
major arguments, and 
articulate a critical reaction to 
them. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Asking follow-up questions 

¶ Expressing guesses regarding the thoughts and feelings of the speaker, confirming the 
impression by systematically asking questions 

Strategies: 

¶ Writing down what is being said 

¶ Using feedback as self-check 

Possible content: 

¶ Presentation; speech; debate; panel discussion 

¶ Scripts; (lecture) notes; bullet points 

¶ Logs, records, minutes 

¶ Commentary 

¶ Group discussion 
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Creative speaking (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Using verbal and nonverbal 
means, the students act in short 
scenes, experiment with 
varieties of speaking, and reflect 
on them critically. 
 

Using several verbal and 
nonverbal means systematically, 
the students act in short scenes, 
experiment with varieties of 
speaking, and reflect on them 
critically. 
 

Using many different verbal 
and nonverbal means 
systematically, the students 
act in scenes from a play, 
experiment with varieties of 
speaking, and reflect on 
them critically. 
 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Creating and acting in role plays (e.g. job interview), using language and body language 
consciously 

¶ Gaining access to texts and interpretations via tasks (tableau etc.) 

Strategies: 

¶ Comparing various attitudes of speakers 

¶ Using notes and markings 

Possible content: 

¶ Narrative text; dramatic text 

¶ Characteristics of characters 

¶ Textual interpretation; literary discussion 

¶ Scenario; story board 

¶ Audio/video recordings to evaluate oneself  

¶ Critical review of a play/performance (theatre) 
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4. Area of competence: Language knowledge and language 

awareness 

 

The students know the power of basic rhetorical/stylistic devices and use this linguistic 
knowledge in concrete situations to speak or write, as well as to reflect on and analyse 
statements and texts. 

Core competences: 

¶ Reflecting on and fashioning statements and texts in their communicative 
situations in terms of selected functions 

¶ Analysing and reflecting on the character of texts in terms of several features 

¶ Understanding the most important parts of speech in terms of the interrelation 
between form and function, using this to speak, write, and analyse better 

¶ Understanding and examining basic sentence structures in terms of the 
interrelation between form and function, using this to speak, write and analyse 
better 
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Understanding and using language as a means to communicate (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

In some oral and written 
communication situations from 
daily life, the students distinguish 
basic communication strategies, 
employ them systematically, 
reflect on their effects, and 
identify basic causes of potential 
problems in communicating or 
understanding in the process. 
They use selected correction 
and problem-solving 
possibilities. 
 

In relatively straightforward oral 
and written communication 
situations from daily life, the 
students distinguish basic 
communication strategies, 
employ them systematically, 
reflect on their effects, and 
identify some causes of potential 
problems in communicating or 
understanding in the process. 
They use fundamental correction 
and problem-solving 
possibilities. 

In oral and written 
communication situations 
from daily life, the students 
distinguish communication 
strategies, employ them 
systematically, reflect on their 
effects, and identify causes 
of potential problems in 
communicating or 
understanding in the 
process. 
They use a repertoire for 
correction and problem-
solving.  

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Observing, describing and reflecting on communicative situations 

¶ Identifying and explaining stylistic and grammatical causes of misunderstandings 

¶ Recognising and paying attention to bias/subjectivity in language use in oral and written 
communicative situations  

¶ Describing and using linguistic techniques (e.g. linking thoughts in argumentative texts, 
developing a logical structure) 

Strategies: 

¶ Double-checking 

¶ Experimenting with texts, parts of texts, and language; reflecting on found categories 

Possible content: 

¶ Role play, e.g. job interview  

¶ Discussion; argumentation 

¶ Interpretation of literary texts, e.g. plays 

¶ Presentations 
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Knowing and using the function of linguistic structures and forms (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use their 
knowledge of the function and 
importance of words, the main 
parts of speech, the most 
important sentence elements, 
and simple syntactic structures 
 
- for the analysis of simple texts 
on the word, sentence, and 
text levels, 

- for writing relatively short texts 
of their own, 

- for oral communication in 
everyday life situations. 

The students use their 
knowledge of the function and 
importance of words, parts of 
speech, the most important 
sentence elements, and 
fundamental syntactic structures 
 
- for the analysis of relatively 
short texts on the word, 
sentence, and text levels,  

- for writing texts of their own, 

- for oral communication in 
relatively straightforward 
situations. 

The students use their 
knowledge of the function 
and importance of words, 
parts of speech, sentence 
elements, and syntactic 
structures 
 

- for the analysis of complex 
texts on the word, 
sentence, and text levels, 

- for writing texts of their 
own, including complex 
texts 

- for oral communication 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Using knowledge of parts of speech and sentence types to compose and analyse texts as 
well as for oral and written communicative situations 

¶ Using operative procedures 

Strategies: 

¶ Employing double-checking strategies to identify sentence elements (e.g. reversing, 
changing order, substituting) in oneôs own texts, other peopleôs texts, and spoken 
language 

¶ Comparing purpose and effect of sentences with different orders of sentence elements 

¶ Comparing purpose and effect of sentences with different structures 

Possible content: 

¶ Word order in literary texts, e.g. poems 

¶ Word order in informative texts (e.g. journalism) 

¶ Advertisements: grammatical structures; violations of grammatical conventions 

¶ Reflecting on textual compositions, e.g. proforms, especially pronouns, connectors 
(adverbs, conjunctions)  

¶ Newspaper text 

¶ Infinitive clause, participial clause 

¶ Style: noun phrases, verb phrases 

¶ Parataxis, hypotaxis 
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Knowing and using semantic structures and rhetorical/stylistic devices (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students know, reflect on, 
and use some basic rhetorical 
and stylistic devices as elements 
of textual composition as well as 
to analyse oral and written 
communication. 
 

The students know, reflect on, 
and use selected rhetorical and 
stylistic devices as elements of 
textual composition as well as to 
analyse oral and written 
communication. They distinguish 
between literal and figurative 
language use. 
  

The students know, reflect 
on, and use many different 
rhetorical and stylistic 
devices as elements of 
textual composition as well 
as to analyse oral and 
written communication. They 
distinguish between literal 
and figurative language use. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Employing operative procedures to identify syntactic and textual structures 

¶ Reflecting upon language, using dictionary, thesaurus and lexicon as guides to clarify the 
meanings of words and render them more precisely 

Strategies: 

¶ Using context to expand oneôs vocabulary 

¶ Using context to clarify the meaning of words 

¶ Defining terms by applying morphological knowledge and using reference works 

Possible content: 

¶ Metaphors and imagery 

¶ Creating words 

¶ Word formation 

¶ Idioms and phrases 

¶ Simple speeches (eulogy, commemorative speech) 

¶ Poems 
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Using and reflecting on knowledge of language varieties consciously (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

Depending on the situation, the 
students distinguish between 
colloquial and standard 
language; they use simple forms 
of specialised language. 
 

The students reflect on language 
varieties such as standard, 
colloquial and youth language as 
well as dialects; they use simple 
forms of specialised language. 
 

The students reflect on 
language varieties such as 
standard, colloquial and 
youth language as well as 
the importance and origin of 
dialects; they use specialised 
language in selected areas.   

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Distinguishing the specialised language of various disciplines and their respective uses 

¶ Reflecting on youth language; groupspeak, especially fashionable terms and buzzwords in 
terms of their appropriateness for the rhetorical situation  

Strategies: 

¶ Double-checking 

Possible content: 

¶ Legal texts, e.g. contract, law 

¶ Technology, including the influence from the English language 

¶ Poetic language in fictional texts 

¶ Job interview; sales pitch; oral examination; leisure talk; family talk 

¶ Ways of addressing and greeting people 

¶ Standard letter 
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Using and reflecting on knowledge of language change (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students reflect on the use, 
importance, and change of 
common words and phrases, 
and use examples to work out 
the influence of foreign 
languages on the German 
vocabulary. 
 

The students reflect on the use, 
importance, and change of 
common words and phrases, 
and use examples to compare 
the meaning of words and thus 
to mark the influence of foreign 
languages on the German 
vocabulary. 
 

Using examples, the 
students gain insights into 
the history of the German 
vocabulary; they use 
comparisons of the meaning 
of words to mark the 
influence of foreign 
languages on the German 
vocabulary. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Marking influences of British and American English on the German vocabulary 

¶ Knowing the meaning of common proverbs, idioms, and sayings 

Strategies: 

¶ Consulting a dictionary, possibly an etymological one 

Possible content: 

¶ Fables; informative and instructional texts; newspapers; magazines 

¶ Advertisements; personal ads 

¶ Email; chat 

¶ Changing, retelling stories 

¶ Parodies 

 

 

Using and reflecting on knowledge about languages and their affinities consciously (grade 10) 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium 

The students use examples to 
realise connections between 
related languages; they reflect 
on these and use them when 
learning foreign languages. 

The students realise connections 
between languages; they reflect 
on these and use them when 
learning foreign languages. 

The students realise 
connections between 
languages; they reflect on 
these and use them when 
learning foreign languages. 

In detail, this includes: 

¶ Examining selected phrases and comparing them 

Strategies: 

¶ Double-checking 
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Possible content: 

¶ Proverbs from different languages in comparison 

¶ Phrases, sayings, idioms 

¶ Use of prepositions and transitions 

¶ Comparing poems/songs in translations  

¶ Own attempts at translation 
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5. Topics and contents 

 

Language competence gets taught via various ways of performing with or in language. 
These can be divided into different thematic categories (topic areas). Together, they 
cover all areas of competence of German as a subject, which means they need to be 
taught in combination. Thus, the curriculum fits the concept of integrated teaching of 
German. 

The following topic areas are mandatory in each year. When planning and carrying out 
lessons, the principle of the spiral curriculum (topics are revisited on a more advanced 
level) should be observed. When deciding on concrete topics, the opinions of the 
students and the colleagues as well as the internal curriculum of the school have to be 
taken into account. 

 

 

Topic areas: Overview 

 

A: Using language to perform in everyday life and work 

 

B: Using language creatively 

 

C: Reflecting on language 

 

D: Understanding culturally important texts and media 

 

E: Using language skills for interdisciplinary purposes and to connect disciplines 

 

 

All grades: As far as literature selection is concerned, Austrian, Swiss, and 
Thai authors are to be taken into account as well. 
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A: Using language to perform in everyday life and work 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language knowledge 
and language 
awareness  

-  gathering information 
and doing research 

-  connecting 
information 

-  coping with nonlinear 
and fragmentary texts 

- reporting 

- describing 

- discussing/arguing a 
point 

- writing correctly 

- addressing others 
formally and 
informally 

- giving presentations 

- asking questions 

- debating and 
discussing 

- getting information 

- having meaningful 
conversations 

- Composing texts 
with special 
attention to 
language, style, 
rhetorical situation, 
and recipient 

- Paying attention to 
situation and 
recipient with 
speech acts 

- Distinguishing 
language varieties 
and reflecting on 
them 

Possible content: 

Grade 7:  Informative and instructional texts about city tours, teachersô conference; 
writing craft instructions 

Grade 8: School parliament; performance (pantomime); writing claim letters 

Grade 9:  Formal business writing within the context of the obligatory 
internship/industrial placement 

Grade 10: Gathering information and doing research on the internet 
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B: Using language creatively 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language 
knowledge and 
language 
awareness  

- Analysing and 
evaluating the 
structure and purpose 
of texts 

- commenting on texts 

- transforming texts 

- creative writing, 
writing based on free 
association 

- writing scenes, short 
prose texts, poems 

- narrating 

- performing (acting out 
scenes) 

- using rhetoric for 
contributions to 
discussions 

- Making use of 
knowledge about 
the function of 
parts of speech 
and sentence 
constructions 

- Using rhetorical 
and stylistic 
devices 
purposefully 

Possible content: 

Grade  7: Radio play 

Grade  8:  Fantastic stories; foreign languages (origins, comparison of grammar) 

Grade  9:  Reportage 

Grade 10: Visions of the future 
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C: Reflecting on language 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language 
knowledge and 
language 
awareness  

- Knowing the 
characteristics of 
specific genres 

- Identifying and 
evaluating textual 
structure, style, and 
effect 

- Knowing elements of 
controlling and 
influencing reception 

- Distinguishing 
functions of texts and 
using them 

- Finding rules 

- Identifying individual 
problem areas 

- Evaluating 
statements 

- Anticipating speech 
acts 

 

- Analysing texts 

- Comparing ways 
of expression 

- Reflecting on 
rhetorical and 
stylistic devices 

- Reporting the 
speech of others 

- Reflecting on the 
influence of foreign 
languages 

- Distinguishing 
language varieties 
and , if desired, 
using them  

Possible content: 

Grade  7: Newspapers 

Grade  8:  Youth language; interpretation of songs 

Grade  9:   Advertising 

Grade 10:  Poetic language in its time 
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D: Understanding culturally important texts and media 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language 
knowledge and 
language 
awareness  

- Using reading 
strategies 

- Applying steps of 
interpretation 

- Finding connections 
between literary texts 
and knowledge from 
daily life 

- Understanding 
different genres and 
their importance 

 

- Paraphrasing content 

- Interpretive and 
creative writing 

- Argumentative and 
persuasive writing 

 

- Paraphrasing content 

- Interpreting texts 

- Reflecting on 
language change 

Possible content:  

Grade  7:  Ballads; novellas; media education/responsible use of media 

Grade  8:  Youth novels; short story; theatre (field trip) 

Grade  9:   Prose; youth novels; short stories 

Grade 10:  Drama; poetry; film 
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E: Using language skills for interdisciplinary purposes and to connect disciplines 

Reading Writing Speaking and listening Language 
knowledge and 
language awareness  

- Reading strategies - Writing strategies 

- Minutes/records 

- Giving presentations 

- Discussing 

- Analysing 
anglicisms 

- Comparing 
languages 

Possible content: 

Grade  7:  Description; report 

Grade  8:   Description; report; texts from other countries/about other cultures 

Grade  9:   Report; texts from other countries/about other cultures 

Grade 10:  Argumentation; texts and pictures about current affairs/recent history 

 

 

 

The following criteria are used to determine the studentsô learning progress: They 

 

 can cope with more complex writing and speaking tasks/situations, 
 demonstrate growing autonomy and confidence in terms of writing correctly, and 

increase their ability to spot errors, 
 reflect on linguistic phenomena thanks to a more sophisticated language 

knowledge, 
 understand and interpret texts and media, even complex ones, in an increasingly 

sophisticated manner as far as the textual structure and the meaning are 
concerned, 

 in 7th and 8th grade, primarily develop the ability to use reading and writing 
strategies for interdisciplinary purposes; in 9th and 10th grade, an additional 
focus is on giving presentations. 

 

It is recommended that genres such as minutes/records/lab reports, CVs/resumes and 
cover letters are covered in detail in the subjects they tend to be associated with, 
possibly in combination with the subject of German. 
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 1. Requirements for admission 

To successfully gain the desired competences, the students should be able to fulfill 

certain academic requirements at the beginning of 11th grade. These are pointed out 

below. They allow the students to check their current competence. Teachers use them to 

provide learning environments with internal differentiation, and to give individual advice 

and consultation. 

 

 

Reading, interpreting and evaluating literary and pragmatic texts 

The students 

¶ have a command of several reading techniques and apply strategies for reading 

comprehension in a goal-oriented and autonomous manner, 

¶ identify and analyse literary and pragmatic texts in terms of their specific genres, 

¶ recognise selected literary elements and stylistic devices in terms of their effects and 

interrelations, 

¶ develop and justify own interpretations of texts, and discuss them with others, 

¶ engage personally with the offerings of the author (e.g. outlooks; actions and behaviours of 

literary characters) and develop positions regarding the offerings of literary and pragmatic 

texts, 

¶ identify and evaluate media-specific forms in terms of their intention and effect, 

¶ apply analytical, evaluative, and productive methods of textual interpretation. 
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Writing, structuring, fashioning and formatting texts 

The students 

¶ are in command of the basic spelling and punctuation rules and know their major problem 

areas, 

¶ plan their own writing processes in a goal-oriented manner, using various materials that allow 

them to gather information, 

¶ structure and compose own texts with the task and the intended audience in mind, argue 

logically, use stylistic devices consciously, 

¶ structure and compose texts as a result of various methods of textual interpretation, working 

productively with models, prompts and boilerplates, 

¶ are in command of selected methods of presenting linear and nonlinear texts, 

¶ are able to use forms of process-oriented documentation of work and achievements (e.g. 

portfolio, journal, work log), 

¶ are familiar with the requirements of producing a Maturaarbeit (final thesis), 

¶ revise and edit their own texts autonomously, and check their correctness in terms of spelling 

and punctuation; know how writing workshops function. 

 

 

 

Speaking, presenting, and listening 

The students 

¶ distinguish various oral presentation forms, and express themselves in an articulate manner, 

paying attention to the situation and the topic, 

¶ recite and present literary and own texts effectively, read and act out dramatic scenes on 

stage, 

¶ are in command of various forms of speeches and talks, prepare them with attention to the 

topic; use various forms of presentation and pay attention to the intended audience, 

¶ lead, moderate, observe, and evaluate discussions and conversations, 

¶ contribute constructively to discussions, defend their own opinions with logical, reasonable 

support, obey rules of discussion, observe and evaluate their own and other peopleôs 

behaviour in discussions, 



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  176 

 

¶ follow presentations and contributions to discussions attentively, gathering crucial information 

from these and reporting them. 

 

 

 

 

Reflecting on language and language useðdeveloping language awareness and language 

skills 

The students  

¶ observe and reflect on their own and other peopleôs language in action, and pay attention to 

the basic factors of communication via language, 

¶ know selected language varieties, distinguish and consider various ways of speaking and use 

standard and colloquial language appropriately, depending on the situation. 

¶ observe, identify, and evaluate selected language-change phenomena (e.g. change of 

meaning, influences from foreign languages), 

¶ are in command of syntactic and semantic devices for creative composition,  

¶ know parts of speech, sentence structures, and categories governing spelling and grammar, 

and use them confidently and autonomously. 
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1.1 Standards with regards to graduation 

 

Reading, interpreting, and evaluating literary and pragmatic texts 

The students 

¶ grasp emblematically structured facts in linear and nonlinear texts properly on the basis of 

solid knowledge, 

¶ understand linear and nonlinear texts of various kinds in terms of their main ideas, purposes, 

and formal structures, and put them in a larger, meaningful context, 

¶ systematically analyse organisation, style, and argumentative structures of texts, applying 

analytical techniques methodically in the process, 

¶ interpret results of the textual analysis and justify their interpretations with reference to the 

text; realise the ambiguity of texts and agree that various different readings are possible; 

know fundamental academic questions and methods of dealing with literature, 

¶ apply methods of creative interpretation when working with literary works, 

¶ apply methods of discursive interpretation, 

¶ examine the point of view of authors, personally engage with it, critically and with historical 

support, 

¶ compare, discuss, evaluate purposes and strategies of texts, 

¶ establish intertextual contexts for texts and compare texts with similar topics and motifs from 

different literary periods, 

¶ engage with the history of reception of selected literary works, 

¶ reflect on their subjectivity in terms of dealing with language and literature, 

¶ reflect on literary interests and their own behavior in terms of reception, 

¶ grasp the function and effect of rhetorical strategies and reflecting on them in terms of their 

own receptive strategies and expectations towards the works, 

¶ use texts from various media properly for different information-gathering and processing 

purposes; critically evaluate sources from electronic media, 

¶ examine specific presentation devices from various media, identify their purposes and 

different effects, 

¶ see through strategies of designing virtual worlds and evaluate their problematic aspects, 

¶ reflect on their own and other peopleôs media use. 
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Writing, structuring, fashioning and formatting texts 

The students 

¶ use different possibilities of gathering information from media in a goal-oriented manner and 

deal critically with the sources, 

¶ distinguish informative, argumentative, persuasive, analytical, and entertaining texts in terms 

of their respective communicative functions and demands, and are able to write them 

confidently 

¶ plan and structure writing processes, considering the purpose, recipient, and material, 

¶ make a schedule that considers the genre, task, and deadline,  

¶ write texts that do justice to the instructions, show a clear concept, and follow the norms, 

¶ reflect on the steps in their own writing process and their results, 

¶ can use methods of revising texts, paying attention to specific criteria, 

¶ formulate theses, 

¶ argue logically, persuasively, in a sophisticated manner and with reference to the text(s), 

¶ develop sound larger arguments in context, and give good support, 

¶ use varying yet always appropriate styles for their texts, using stylistic devices systematically, 

¶ use different possibilities of word processing and textual presentation, paying attention to the 

task and intended audience, 

¶ can use different creative/productive forms of writing such as transforming and continuing 

literary and pragmatic texts, or answering texts (writing texts that take the opposite position), 

¶ use these forms of writing with the task and criteria for good writing in mind. 
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Speaking, presenting, and listening 

The students 

¶ use different ways of processing and presenting information, and evaluate them critically, 

¶ know different forms of speeches and discussions, and can distinguish them and reflect on 

them in terms of their functions and demands, 

¶ plan, devise, and formulate the required text or contribution, paying attention to the task, 

intended audience, and deadline/time limit, 

¶ summarise essential content and passages from outside sources in a factually correct 

manner, 

¶ label and describe facts and issues precisely, and use technical terms correctly, 

¶ can use sophisticated forms and methods of oral presentation, argumentation, and 

debate/discussion, 

¶ apply presentation techniques reasonably and reflect on their effectiveness, 

¶ can use different moderation/discussion leading techniques, 

¶ reflect on the effect of verbal and nonverbal ways of using language, apply them in a manner 

that takes the situation and intended audience into account, 

¶ introduce own viewpoints, defend and support them, 

¶ participate actively in discussions and debates, obey norms and do justice to the topic, 

engage critically and open-mindedly with other peopleôs positions, norms, and value systems, 

¶ reflect on speeches and contributions to discussions with regards to the effect of verbal and 

nonverbal means, 

¶ apply different note-taking techniques and use them to reproduce what they listened to, 

¶ observe their own and other peopleôs behaviour in discussions critically and react to it 

appropriately,  

¶ evaluate their own and other peopleôs contributions using normative criteria, 

¶ analyse results from conversations and discussions, and use various ways of summarising 

them, 

¶ experiment with various presentation techniques, styles and methods, and reflect on their 

function and effect,  

¶ use elements of drama/stage for presenting/performing creatively, 
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¶ engage productively with what the fellow students have to offer, and present performative 

alternatives, 

¶ discuss and evaluate artistic performances in terms of their aesthetic quality. 

 

Reflecting on language useðdeveloping language awareness and language skills 

The students 

¶ engage with the system of language, its synchronic and diachronic structure, and its function 

as a means of communication, 

¶ identify different communicative structures and distinguish them in terms of their most 

important linguistic features and their respective functions, 

¶ examine discussion and conversation types and structures as well as the activities of 

speakers and listeners, 

¶ reflect on the requirements for successful and unsuccessful communication, and consider 

them for their own language use, 

¶ develop an awareness of the function of language as far as gaining insights into the world and 

reflecting on reality are concerned, 

¶ realise the historicity of language and current tendencies in language development, 

¶ recognise forms and functions of manipulation through language in written and oral 

communication, and interpret them in terms of their potential effects, 

¶ analyse textual structures in terms of topic/content, purpose/intention, and language/style, 

using correct terminology, 

¶ gain a deeper understanding of semantics with regards to denotation and connotation, 

¶ identify varieties of the German language, and classify texts according to selected criteria 

(e.g. sociolinguistic, historical [including linguistic history and history of ideas], regional, 

media-specific ones)  

¶ interpret varieties in terms of their communicative function. 
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Competences und topics 

 

When devising and planning lessons and units, teachers have to consider both the areas 

of competence and the different topic areas. The content of the topic areas describes 

approaches to and ways to deal with language and literature.   

To avoid fixed and inflexible parameters, the focus should change depending on 

perspectives, so that a wide range of experiences and an overview over the whole 

discipline become possible, as far as the time at hand and the curriculum allow it. A 

varied selection of literature and linguistic phenomena in combination means that the 

learners gain access to a true reflection of literary and cultural life past and present.  

 

 

2.1 Literature and language in historical and social contexts  

Topics 

¶ Conditions governing the production and reception of literature 

¶ Poetic concepts and how authors see themselves 

¶ Change and continuity in terms of the interpretation of the functions of literature and of literary 

genres and styles 

¶ Periods, epochs and the potential problems the terms cause  

¶ Development and comparison of traditional, modern, and experimental literary styles and of 

motifs/themes 

¶ Language history and language development within the context of social and cultural change, 

with recourse to international language development 

¶ Literature, language, and the issue of gender 

¶ Records and traces of literary life 

¶ Authors in exile 
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Gaining competence within the topic area 

The specialised, content-focused competences are meant to help the students, via the topics, 

develop historical thinking, an understanding of literature and language as part of social 

communication, and critical approaches to the function and effects of literature and language.   

2.2 Literature and language within the context of other cultures, arts, and media 

Topics 

Å Development of German literature within the context of the development of European 

literature 

Å Reception of the literature of other continents and of the host country Thailand 

Å Varieties and development of migrant literature 

Å Ways of oral and written tradition, recording and presentation, oral tradition and storytelling 

Å Film and theatre traditions and their respective special cultural characteristics 

Å Literature and theatre between aesthetic ambition, the media, and audience expectations 

Å Interrelations and interactions between the fine arts, music, film, and literature 

 

Gaining competence within the topic area 

The specialised, content-focused competences are meant to help the students, via the topics, 

understand language and literature as part of cultural and aesthetic practice.  
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2.3 Genres, styles, and textual structures 

Topics 

Å Methods and techniques to analyse and interpret literary texts, and to analyse pragmatic texts 

¶ Working out argumentative structures, producing argumentative texts  

¶ Genres and types of texts, themes, motifs, characters, literary elements and stylistic/rhetorical 

devices as expressions of aesthetic concepts in various periods 

¶ Word patterns and syntactical structures, phonetic and semantic structures of texts 

¶ Forms of practical rhetoric 

¶ Adaptations of literary works into other media 

¶ Methods and techniques of composition: principles of structuring and writing techniques, 

revision techniques. 

¶  

Gaining competence within the topic area 

The specialised, content-focused competences reading, interpreting, and evaluating literary and 

pragmatic texts, and writing, structuring, fashioning and formatting texts are meant to help the 

students, via the topics, understand literary and pragmatic principles of structure and reflect on their 

use of these principles.  
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2.4 Language and language use 

Topics 

¶ Spoken and written texts with focus on their communicative function and their structure as 

well as on register and language norms in terms of oral and written language use  

¶ Connections between language, thought, and reality 

¶ Theories of language acquisition 

¶ Development of the German language and its varieties, with some focus on Low German 

¶ Divergent norms and language change with regards to contemporary language use 

¶ Use and instrumentalisation of language in public life 

 

 

 

 

 

Gaining competence within the topic area 

The specialised, content-focused competences reflecting on language and language use, and 

developing language awareness and language skills are meant to help the students, via the topics, 

understand and use language as a sign system and communicative system.  
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 3. The terms  

 

The following overview describes the four terms (semesters). The topics are to be 

understood within the framework of the four topic areas of the core curriculum (see 

chapter 2). 

Teachers have to consider selected methods of analysis/interpretation, genres and types 

of texts, poetic/rhetorical structures, and terminology that all fit the content focus. 

 

3.1 First term 

Literature and language in the 17th and 18th century  

The Enlightenment in society and literature 

Two of the following subtopics are mandatory: 

¶ The Enlightenment and criticism of it 

¶ Sentimental literature and language (Empfindsamkeit), language and literature of the Sturm 

und Drang 

¶ Development of drama and the theatre 

Literature in German and its interrelation and interaction with other European literatures 

One of the following subtopics is mandatory: 

¶ Poetry of the European Renaissance and Baroque 

¶ Selected medieval literature 

¶ The German reception of authors and themes of English and French literature, and of the 

philosophy of the 17th and 18th century 

Language history and language development 

One of the two subtopics is mandatory: 

¶ Aspects of semantic development  

¶ The origin and development of standard or High German 
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3.2 Second term 

Literature and language in the 19th and 20th century 

The concepts of periods and epochs as constructs 

Two of the following subtopics are mandatory: 

¶ The ñEpochenumbruchñ (epochal turn from the Enlightenment to Romanticism and later 

Realism) in the 18th and 19th century 

¶ Realism in its various literary incarnations 

¶ The concept of epochs and periods and the pluralism of styles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literature within the context of other arts and media 

One of the two subtopics is mandatory: 

¶ Romanticism as an example of interrelations and interactions between the fine arts, music, 

and literature  

¶ Comparison of narration in literature and film  

 

Linguistic theory and philosophy of language  

One of the two subtopics is mandatory: 

¶ Language and reality 

¶ Critical linguistics: language and society/power 
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3.3  Third term 

Literature and language in comparison ï focus on 20th and 21st century 

Living and writing in times of change 

Two of the following three subtopics are mandatory: 

¶ The period of national socialism in literature and language 

¶ Literature after 1945ðliterature of the GDR and FRG  

¶ Literature after 1989 

 

German-language authors and their interaction with other cultures 

One of the following subtopics is mandatory: 

¶ Variants of Exilliteratur (literature by exile authors) 

¶ Migration as a theme and context in/of literature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3.1.4. Lehrplan_Sekundar_englisch_2011  188 

 

3.4 Fourth term 

Literature and language in the 21st century  

Literature, the literary scene, and the literature business  

One of the two subtopics is mandatory: 

¶ Literature within the context of the media 

¶ Commercialisation and literature 

 

 

Textual production and reception under the influence of various media 

One of the two subtopics is mandatory: 

¶ Intercultural relations in film and on TV 

¶ Influences of different media on the content and style of texts 

 

 

Media language 

One of the following subtopics is mandatory: 

¶ Foreign-language influences on the development of German 

¶ The influences of new media on language development 
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Evaluation and Assessment in German 

The goal of the assessment is to determine the development of the studentsó 

competence in the following areas: 

¶ Reading, interpreting, and evaluating literary and pragmatic texts, 

¶ Writing, structuring, fashioning and formatting texts,  

¶ Speaking, presenting and listening, 

¶ Reflecting on language and language useðdeveloping language awareness and 

language skills. 

As a necessary condition, students must have had many different opportunities to 

acquire the competences stated in the general curriculum. 

The students get feedback about their level of competence. Feedback is an important 

part of learning processes; it provides the students with a clear idea of their current 

skills, performance level, and learning progress. However, students increase their 

confidence in dealing with assessment criteria by also learning to evaluate their own and 

other studentsô achievements by themselves, which in turn helps them learn to control 

their own learning progress. 

In contrast to assessment, the evaluation is intended to judge and grade the 

development of the competences. In the general part, it is based for example on 

following activities: 

¶ Contributions to classroom discussion (e.g. oral summaries of the results of 

analyses or research, debates, discussions), 

¶ Homework and/or its evaluation, 

¶ Short presentations (e.g. defending a written position statement, explaining a 

graph or chart, interpreting a key passage or quote, presenting results), 

¶ Written exercises and quizzes to consolidate content and to test learning and 

working techniques, 

¶ Various forms of documenting the learning process in the classroom (logs/lecture 

notes/records, portfolios, dossiers, learning, working, and reading journals),  

¶ Performances (e.g. role play, simulation), 

¶  
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¶ Composing scripts or making videos in order to adapt literary works, 

¶ Participation in projects (German only as well as interdisciplinary). 

 

To support a comprehensive performative competence, the evaluation does not only 

take knowledge of the content and command of the skills into consideration, but also the 

willingness to cooperate and the ability for self-reflection, especially with teamwork or 

projects.   

In terms of achievement, not only the end product but also the process gets evaluated. 

Process-oriented evaluation happens for example when longer papers or portfolios are 

created, when group process play a large role, or when larger projects have to be 

carried out. This allows for a more individual judgment of the students than with product-

oriented grading; not just the end product matters but also the steps that are required to 

get to the product. Moreover, it is possible to include other achievements in the 

evaluation than those that serve to acquire the content-focused competences.  

Criteria for assessment and quality standards should be specified and made transparent 

in advance. Precise instructions with clear statements regarding what is expected from 

the students in the end are instruments to check the development of competences 

during a specific time span. 

Exam questions (Klausuraufgaben) have to be in accordance with the XXXXXXXXXXX 

Deutsch (German). 

The evaluation is based on the performance in the areas of competence textual 

reception, contextualisation, and textual production/composition. There are the following 

areas of performance standards: 

 

¶ Performance standard area 1: Fundamentals of knowledge 

¶ Performance standard area 2: Organisation of processes 

(analysis/interpretation, argumentation/discussion, creative writing) 

¶ Performance standard area 3: Ability to form own opinions 
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The preparation for the fourth examination component in both its forms (oral defense of 

the Maturaarbeit thesis / ñbesondere Lernleistungò: special achievement in 

learning/special project) is part of the lessons. Here, one needs to do justice to the 

interdisciplinary character of the fourth examination component, provided this is 

specified in the instructions. Shorter projects serve to introduce students to the methods 

and conventions of research writing and academic work (doing research,  documenting 

sources, citation styles, argumentative, thesis-driven writing style). Presentation and 

discussion-leading exercises in the colloquium that accompanies the Maturaarbeit thesis 

project help the preparation further. 
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5.1.2 

 

English Curriculum 
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English Curriculum 

 
Grade 7 

 

 Realschule   (equivalent to the German Hauptschule) 

 Sekundarschule  (equivalent to the German Realschule) 

 Gymnasium 
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Auditory and Auditory/Visual Comprehension ï Grade 7 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium (A2) 

 

Students are able to understand 
essential vocabulary and 
phrases fundamental to the 
assignment, and identify topics 
of listening texts dealing with 
day-to-day and familiar content, 
if texts are spoken clearly and 
slowly using simple standard 
language. 

 

Students are able to understand 
vocabulary and phrases of 
immediate importance and 
identify topics of listening texts 
dealing with day-to-day and 
familiar content, if spoken clearly 
and slowly. 

Students are able to follow the 
fundamental statements of 
day-to-day conversations and 
news dealing with familiar 
topics using essential 
vocabulary and phrases, if 
spoken clearly and slowly. 

This includes in particular: 

 

¶ short and easy 
conversations, 
comprehension of 
announcements and 
messages dealing with 
specific topics 

 

¶ able to follow short, 
adapted film clips which 
plots are largely carried 
by images and action on 
screen  
 

In addition: 

 

¶ comprehension of very 
simple phone 
conversations and 
announcements as well 
as sound recordings 
dealing with familiar 
topics 

In addition: 

 

¶ watch short TV- and 
film clips with changes 
in subject and form 
ideas about the main 
content, if the 
commentary is 
supported by images 

Basic strategies: 

 

¶ utilize previous 

In addition: 

 

¶ use of intonation to help 

In addition: 

 

deduce the meaning of 
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knowledge to build up 
listening expectations 
 

¶ utilize visual elements 
and context to help 
comprehension 
 

¶ signal non-
understanding 
 

with comprehension 
 

¶ continue to listen and 
connect with the content 
even if difficulties in 
understanding occur  

 

¶ systematically ask for 
repetition and explanation 
 

vocabulary and phrases from 
the context 

Appropriate text types: 

 

didactically adapted listening 
material, popular fairytales, short 
reports, easy conversations 
dealing with familiar topics, role 
plays, clear instructions, game 
instructions, songs, 
advertisement clips and feature 
film clips with clear-cut plots 

 

Additionally: 

 

easy phone conversations, 
announcements 

Additionally: 

 

news broadcasts, in which the 
commentary is supported by 
images, simple directions 

Appropriate assignments: 

 

¶ solve for alternatives, selection and allocation tasks 

¶ fill or complement tables, drafts, charts, cloze 

¶ give a short summary in German 

¶ utilize productive methods of text comprehension, for example designing role cards 

¶ fill in blanks, for example through dialogue, journal entries, production of real-life diorama 
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Speaking ï Grade 7 

Realschule Secondary School Gymnasium (A2) 

 

Students are able to exchange 
short information about simple 
day-to-day situations on familiar 
topics. They are able to briefly 
provide information on age-
appropriate, prepared topics. 

 

Students are able to exchange 
information and simple 
thoughts about their living 
environment. 

Students are able to hold 
conversations in established 
day-to-day situations in which 
they exchange information and 
thoughts about their living 
environment. Sporadically they 
are able to succeed in holding 
up a conversation by 
themselves. 

They are also able to comment 
cohesively on familiar topics. 

 

This includes in detail: 

 

¶ answer questions about 
descent, environment, 
interests and preferences, 
if spoken slowly 

 

¶ ask simple questions 
 

¶ use set phrases for 
greeting, goodbye and 
salutations according to 
the addressee 

In addition: 

 

¶ connect words or 
word groups through 
simple connectors 
(and, then, but) in 
order to provide a 
simple structure to the 
conversation 

 

¶ expression of simple 
wishes (e.g. while 
shopping or in a 
restaurant) 

In addition: 

 

¶ connect word groups 
through connectors 
(and, but, because) to 
structure the 
conversation 

 

¶ ask about personal 
information and 
answering 
corresponding 
questions 
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¶ express likes and dislikes 
in simple form 

 

¶ request simple 
information (e.g. 
shopping, time) 

 

¶ talk about a story based 
on pictures or catchwords 
 

 

¶ expression of likes 
and dislikes 

 

¶ expression and 
explanation of likes and 
dislikes (but, because) 
 

¶ produce simple artistic 
texts (poems, role 
plays, etc.) 

Basic strategies: 

 

¶ application of learned 
speech patterns use 
pauses to think of 
expressions 

 

¶ make short, simple 
inquiries 

 

¶ signal non-understanding 
 

In addition: 

 

¶ inquiry 
 

¶ confirmation 
 

¶ emulating speech 

patterns 

In addition: 

 

¶ clarify oneôs speech 
despite frequent pauses 
by restarting or by using 
rephrasing 

Appropriate text types: 

 

day-to-day conversations, short 
interviews, simple directions, 
poems, role plays 

 

Additionally: 

 

simple directions, 
conversations about familiar 
topics, short reports, simple 
stories 

Additionally: 

 

holding in-depth conversations 
about familiar topics, rules of 
games, short instruction 
manuals, advertisements, 
pictures or drawings 

Appropriate assignments: 

 

¶ communication through role plays steered by requirements 

¶ presentation of prepared,   controlled  dialogues and scenes 

¶  contribute relevantly to the class discussion as well as partner and group assignments 
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Reading ï Grade 7 

Realschule Secondary School Gymnasium (A2) 

 

Students are able to understand 
some main aspects of 
progressively longer but easy 
texts, if they are familiar with the 
topics and formats.  

Students are able to 
understand main aspects of 
progressively longer, but easy 
texts, if they are familiar with 
the topics and formats. 

 

Students are able to understand 
the main aspects of easy, 
authentic texts dealing with age 
appropriate topics. They are also 
able to largely deduce the overall 
context of the texts on their own. 

 

This includes in detail: 

 

¶ comprehension of short, 
personal messages 

 

¶ understand easy, clearly 
formulated assignments 
as well as 
uncomplicated 
instructions and 
regulations 

 

¶  extract individual 
information from 
functional  and easy 
factual texts 

 

 In addition: 

 

¶ comprehension of 
personal and fictional 
texts dealing with 
familiar topics 

 In addition: 

 

¶ partially  understanding 
the structure of easy 
texts 

 

¶  research selected 
(authentic, easy to 
understand) media 

 

Basic strategy: 

 

¶  looking to pictures and 
headings for text 
comprehension 

 

¶  utilize dictionaries and 
simple grammar books 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶ progressively  deduce 
the meaning of 
unknown words from  
context 

 

¶  mark key 
words/additional 
information 

 

¶  look up words in a 
bilingual dictionary 

 In addition: 

 

¶  skimming and scanning 
techniques 
 

¶  form key sentences 
 

¶  fit headings to 
paragraphs 

 

¶  deduce the meaning of 
unknown words through 
derivation 
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¶ usage of grammar books 
and bilingual dictionaries 
 

Appropriate text types: 

 

Personal messages, letters, 
emails, invitations, 
congratulations, songs, rhymes, 
riddles, timetables, menus, 
pamphlets 

 

Additionally: 

 

Advertisements, ads, forms, 
simple recipes, easy comic 
strips 

 

 

Additionally: 

 

¶ short articles from youth 
magazines, selected 
websites, excerpts from 
books for adolescents, 
photo novels 

Appropriate assignments: 

 

¶  solve for alternatives, selection and allocation tasks 

¶  fill or  complement  tables, drafts, charts, cloze 

¶  give a short summary in German 

¶  utilize productive methods of text comprehension, for example designing role cards 

¶  fill in blanks, for example through dialogue, journal entries,  production of real-life diorama 
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Writing ï Grade 7 

Realschule Secondary School Gymnasium (A2) 

 

Students are able to compose 
simple, previously practiced 
sentences dealing with topics 
raised in class. 

 

Students are able to compose 
simple sentences on their own 
dealing with topics raised in 
class. 

Students are able to process and 
compose simple, cohesive texts 
using simple connectors dealing 
with topics raised in class.  

This includes in detail: 

 

¶ composition of short 
descriptions of persons, 
objects, events and past 
actions 

 

¶ generation of simple 
questionnaires to be 
filled out in class 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶  process the content 
of poems with simple,  
repetitive structural 
patterns 

 In addition: 

 

¶  alter or  develop texts 
through simple changes 

 

¶  make up short texts 
according to buzz words 

 

¶  use appropriate 
language for different 
addressees, occasions 
and text forms  when 
writing 

 

¶  revise the content and  
edit of own and foreign 
texts 

 

¶  write ñcheat slipsò 
 

Basic strategies: 

 

¶  compile ideas on topics 
 

¶  draw lists and mind 
maps 

 

¶  compile important 
expressions 

 

 In addition: 

 

¶ orientation by models 
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¶  use of bilingual 
dictionaries 
 

Appropriate text types: 

 

mind maps, notes, profiles, post 
cards, picture stories 

 

Additionally: 

 

emails, journal entries, 
poems, short scenes   

Additionally: 

 

reports, descriptions, pictures, 
photos 

 

Appropriate assignments: 

 

¶  complete tables and drafts 

¶  fill in blanks 

¶  generate simple presentations ï  either computer-generated or otherwise-  

¶  creation of collages 

¶  compose and conduct simple interviews 

¶  compose text variations 

¶ generate clear writing instructions for own text form 
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Interlingual Communication ï Grade 7 

 

Interlingual communication enables communication. It is based on the four 
previously described traditional skills but is not to be equated with 
interpreting/translating, which requires special skills that are rarely needed in real 
life. Interlingual communication can only be successful if culture-specific 
differences between source language and target language are known and 
considered. 

 

Realschule Secondary School/Gymnasium (A2) 

 

The students are able to orally translate simple 
information into the  target language. 

 

The students  are able to orally translate 
simple and short linguistically established 
utterances into the  target language. 

 

This includes in detail: 

 

 understand individual sentences in day-to-day 
situations and  express or  explain the main points in 
the  target language  

¶  extract simple information from short non-
linear texts and translating them into the  
target language 

 

¶ translating simple instructions and information 
into the  target language 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶  identify the  gist of short, simply 
structured everyday texts and  
translate into German 
correspondingly 

 

¶  translate simple information drawn 
from real or simulated encounters 
into the  target language 

Basic strategies: 

 

¶  make use of facial expression and gestures 
 

¶ recognition of key words 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶  switch to easy, familiar structures 

Appropriate text types: 

 

timetables, menus, event plans, information boards, 

Additionally: 

 

conversations, information, short letters, 
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congratulations, conversations about supplied services 
(e.g. shopping, going to a restaurant) 

 

advertising texts 

Appropriate assignments: 

 

¶ tandem learning (making use of respective work sheets) 

¶ role plays (with interlingual communicator) 

¶ texts with wh-questions  or multiple-choice questions in the  target language  explain foreign 
language assignment instructions in the  source tongue 

 

Remarks about availability of linguistic means ï Grade 7 

 

Students expand and differentiate their repertoire lexis as well as linguistic 
structures and forms in the course of grade 7. They start to recognize regularities 
of the foreign language on their own and begin to hypothesize about rule-making.  

 

Realschule 

 

Sekundarschule/Gymnasium  

The students possess easy lexical and grammatical 
structures that are necessary for communication in 
familiar everyday situations. Even though they still 
make mistakes they are able to express themselves 
successfully.  

 

The students have relatively high proficiency 
in easy lexical and grammatical structures, 
so that they are able to handle predictable 
everyday situations. Intelligibility is not 
compromised through  mistakes. 

In detail, they are able to 

¶ name and describe persons, objects, circumstances, ownership as well as occupations and 
events (new in contrast to grade 6: e.g. demonstrative pronouns, possessive pronouns, 
reflexive pronouns, genitive-s, of-constructions, simple relative clauses, adverbs), 

¶ state time measurements and locations as well as quantity (e.g. familiar prepositions, different 
measurements, indefinite pronouns, numerals), 

¶ formulate affirmative and negated statements as well as questions, ask for and reproduce 
information (new in contrast to grade 6: e.g. interrogatives pronouns, reported speech 
[Sekundarschule/Gymnasium], 

¶ understand and express requests, demands, wishes, expectations, duties and prohibitions 
(e.g. modal verbs, auxiliary verbs, conditional clauses, type I [Realschule], type II productive, 
type III 2. Foreign language ï receptive, 1. Foreign language ï productive 
[Sekundarschule/Gymnasium], 

¶ formulate simple comparisons (positive degree-comparative degree-superlative degree 
[Realschule], aséas, moreéthan [Sekundarschule/Gymnasium]), 

¶ recognize and describe story lines, events and issues as taking place in the present, past or 
future (new in contrast to grade 6: tools to form future tense, contrast, simple past and present 
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perfect), 

¶ express duration, repetition, progression of story lines and issues, establish logical 
connections between statements (present and past: simple and progressive forms, familiar 
conjunctions). 

 

Appropriate strategies: 

¶  identify and  collect elements and structures in easy texts,  hypothesize about rule making 
and  test those rules 

¶  arrange lexis according to specific principles (e.g. word families, semantic fields) 

¶  commit signal words for the  use with specific structures to memory 

¶  of learning software 

¶  look up  information and vocabulary in grammar and bilingual dictionaries 

¶  keep statistics  of mistakes 

¶  use methods of self-correction (e.g. self-dictation) 
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English 

 

 

Grade 8 
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Auditory and Auditory/Visual Comprehension ï Grade 8 

 

Realschule Sekundarschule Gymnasium (A2) 

 

Students are able to understand 
essential vocabulary and 
phrases fundamental to the 
assignment ,and identify topics 
of listening texts dealing with 
day-to-day and familiar content, 
if texts are spoken clearly and 
slowly  using simple standard 
language. 

 

Students are able to understand 
vocabulary and phrases of 
immediate importance and  
identify topics of listening texts 
dealing with day-to-day and 
familiar content, if spoken clearly 
and slowly. 

Students are able to follow the 
fundamental statements of 
day-to-day conversations and 
news dealing with familiar 
topics  using essential 
vocabulary and phrases, if 
spoken clearly and slowly. 

This includes in particular: 

 

¶ short and easy 
conversations,  
comprehension of 
announcements and 
messages dealing with 
specific topics 

 

¶  able to follow short, 
adapted film clips  which 
plots  are largely carried 
by images and action on 
screen  
 

 In addition: 

 

¶  comprehension of very 
simple phone 
conversations and 
announcements as well 
as sound recordings 
dealing with familiar 
topics 

 In addition: 

 

¶  watch short TV- and 
film clips with changes  
in subject and  form  
ideas about the main 
content, if the 
commentary is 
supported by images 

Basic strategies:  In addition:  In addition: 
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¶  utilize  previous 
knowledge  to build up 
listening expectations 
 

¶  utilize  visual elements 
and context to help 
comprehension 
 

¶  signal non-
understanding 
 

 

¶  use of intonation to help 
with comprehension 
 

¶ continue to listen and 
connect with the content  
even if difficulties in 
understanding occur  

 

¶ systematically  ask for 
repetition and explanation 
 

 

¶  deduce the meaning 
of vocabulary and 
phrases from the 
context 

Appropriate text types: 

 

didactically adapted listening 
material, popular fairytales, short 
reports, easy conversations 
dealing with familiar topics, role 
plays, clear instructions, game 
instructions, songs, 
advertisement clips and feature 
film clips with clear-cut plots 

 

Additionally: 

 

easy phone conversations, 
announcements 

Additionally: 

 

news broadcasts, in which the 
commentary is supported by 
images, simple directions 

Appropriate assignments: 

 

¶  solve for alternatives, selection and allocation tasks 

¶  fill or complement  tables, drafts, charts, cloze 

¶  give a short summary in German 

¶  utilize productive methods of text comprehension, for example designing role cards 

¶  fill in blanks, for example through dialogue, journal entries,  production of real-life diorama 
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Speaking ï Grade 8 

 

Realschule Secondary School Gymnasium (A2) 

 

Students are able to exchange 
short information  about simple 
day-to-day situations  on familiar 
topics. They are able to briefly 
provide information  on age-
appropriate, prepared topics. 

 

Students are able to exchange 
information and simple 
thoughts about their living 
environment. 

Students are able to hold 
conversations in established 
day-to-day situations in which 
they exchange information and 
thoughts about their living 
environment. Sporadically they 
are able to succeed in holding 
up a conversation by 
themselves. 

They are also able to comment 
cohesively on familiar topics. 

 

This includes in detail: 

 

¶  answer questions about 
descent, environment, 
interests and preferences, 
if spoken slowly 

 

¶  ask simple questions 
 

¶  use set phrases for 
greeting, goodbye and  
salutations according to 
the addressee 

 

¶ express likes and dislikes 
in simple form 

 

¶  request simple 
information (e.g. 
shopping, time) 

 

¶  talk about a story  base 
on pictures or catchwords 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶  connect words or 
word groups through 
simple connectors 
(and, then, but) in 
order to provide a 
simple structure to the 
conversation 

 

¶ expression of simple 
wishes (e.g. while 
shopping or in a 
restaurant) 

 

¶  expression of likes 
and dislikes 

 In addition: 

 

¶  connect word groups 
through connectors 
(and, but, because) to 
structure the 
conversation 

 

¶  ask about personal 
information and 
answering 
corresponding 
questions 

 

¶ expression and 
explanation of likes and 
dislikes  (but, because) 

 

¶  produce simple artistic 
texts (poems, role 
plays, etc.) 
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Basic strategies: 

 

¶ application of learned 
speech patterns  use 
pauses to think of 
expressions 

 

¶  make short, simple 
inquiries 

 

¶  signal non-understanding 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶ inquiry 
 

¶ confirmation 
 

¶ emulating speech 

patterns 

 In addition: 

 

clarify oneôs speech 
despite frequent pauses 
by restarting or by using 
rephrasing 

Appropriate text types: 

 

day-to-day conversations, short 
interviews, simple directions, 
poems, role plays 

 

Additionally: 

 

simple directions, 
conversations about familiar 
topics, short reports, simple 
stories 

Additionally: 

 

holding in-depth conversations 
about familiar topics, rules of 
games, short instruction 
manuals, advertisements, 
pictures or drawings 

Appropriate assignments: 

 

¶ communication through role plays steered by requirements 

¶ presentation of prepared,   controlled  dialogues and scenes 

¶  contribute relevantly to the class discussion as well as partner and group assignments 
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Reading ï Grade 8 

 

Realschule Secondary School Gymnasium (A2) 

 

Students are able to understand 
some main aspects of 
progressively longer but easy 
texts, if they are familiar with the 
topics and formats.  

Students are able to understand 
main aspects of progressively 
longer, but easy texts, if they 
are familiar with the topics and 
formats. 

 

Students are able to understand 
the main aspects of easy, 
authentic texts dealing with age 
appropriate topics. They are also 
able to largely deduce the overall 
context of the texts on their own. 

 

This includes in detail: 

 

¶ comprehension of short, 
personal messages 

 

¶ understand easy, 
clearly formulated 
assignments as well as 
uncomplicated 
instructions and 
regulations 

 

¶  extract individual 
information from 
functional  and easy 
factual texts 

 In addition: 

 

¶ comprehension of 
personal and fictional 
texts dealing with 
familiar topics 

¶  understand short 
stories 

 In addition: 

 

¶ partially  understanding 
the structure of easy 
texts 

 

¶  research selected 
(authentic, easy to 
understand) media 

 

Basic strategy: 

 

¶  looking to pictures and 
headings for text 
comprehension 

 

¶  utilize dictionaries and 
simple grammar books 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶ progressively  deduce 
the meaning of 
unknown words from  
context 

 

¶  mark key 
words/additional 
information 

 

¶  look up words in a 
bilingual dictionary 

 In addition: 

 

¶  skimming and scanning 
techniques 
 

¶  form key sentences 
 

¶  fit headings to 
paragraphs 

 

¶  deduce the meaning of 
unknown words through 
derivation 
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¶ usage of grammar books 
and bilingual dictionaries 
 

Appropriate text types: 

 

Personal messages, letters, 
emails, invitations, 
congratulations, songs, rhymes, 
riddles, timetables, menus, 
pamphlets 

 

Additionally: 

 

Advertisements, ads, forms, 
simple recipes, easy comic 
strips 

 

 

Additionally: 

 

¶ short articles from youth 
magazines, selected 
websites, excerpts from 
books for adolescents, 
photo novels 

Appropriate assignments: 

 

¶  solve for alternatives, selection and allocation tasks 

¶  fill or  complement  tables, drafts, charts, cloze 

¶  give a short summary in German 

¶  utilize productive methods of text comprehension, for example designing role cards 

¶  fill in blanks, for example through dialogue, journal entries,  production of real-life diorama 
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Writing ï Grade 8 

 

Realschule Secondary School Gymnasium (A2) 

 

Students are able to compose 
simple, previously practiced 
sentences dealing with topics 
raised in class. 

 

Students are able to compose 
simple sentences on their own 
dealing with topics raised in 
class. 

Students are able to process and 
compose simple, cohesive texts 
using simple connectors dealing 
with topics raised in class.  

This includes in detail: 

 

¶ composition of short 
descriptions of persons, 
objects, events and past 
actions 

 

¶ generation of simple 
questionnaires to be 
filled out in class 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶  process the content 
of poems with simple,  
repetitive structural 
patterns 

¶  give (PowerPoint) 
presentations on 
specified topics 

 In addition: 

 

¶  alter or  develop texts 
through simple changes 

 

¶  make up short texts 
according to buzz words 

 

¶  use appropriate 
language for different 
addressees, occasions 
and text forms  when 
writing 

 

¶  revise the content and  
edit of own and foreign 
texts 

 

¶  write ñcheat slipsò 
 

Basic strategies: 

 

¶  compile ideas on topics 
 

¶  draw lists and mind 
maps 

 

¶  compile important 
expressions 

 In addition: 

 

¶ orientation by models 
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¶  use of bilingual 
dictionaries 
 

Appropriate text types: 

 

mind maps, notes, profiles, post 
cards, picture stories 

 

Additionally: 

 

emails, journal entries, 
poems, short scenes   

Additionally: 

 

reports, descriptions, pictures, 
photos 

 

Appropriate assignments: 

¶  complete tables and drafts 

¶  fill in blanks 

¶  generate simple presentations ï  either computer-generated or otherwise-  

¶  creation of collages 

¶  compose and conduct simple interviews 

¶  compose text variations 

¶ generate clear writing instructions for own text form 
 

 

Interlingual Communication ï Grade 8 

Interlingual communication enables communication. It is based on the four 
previously described traditional skills but is not to be equated with 
interpreting/translating, which requires special skills that are rarely needed in real 
life. Interlingual communication can only be successful if culture-specific 
differences between source language and target language are known and 
considered. 

Realschule Secondary School/Gymnasium (A2) 

 

The students are able to orally translate simple 
information into the  target language. 

 

The students  are able to orally translate 
simple and short linguistically established 
utterances into the  target language. 

 

This includes in detail: 

 

 understand individual sentences in day-to-day 
situations and  express or  explain the main points in 
the  target language  

 In addition: 

 

¶  identify the  gist of short, simply 
structured everyday texts and  
translate into German 
correspondingly 
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¶  extract simple information from short non-
linear texts and translating them into the  
target language 

 

¶ translating simple instructions and information 
into the  target language 
 

 

¶  translate simple information drawn 
from real or simulated encounters 
into the  target language 

Basic strategies: 

¶  make use of facial expression and gestures 
 

¶ recognition of key words 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶  switch to easy, familiar structures 

Appropriate text types: 

 

timetables, menus, event plans, information boards, 
congratulations, conversations about supplied services 
(e.g. shopping, going to a restaurant) 

 

Additionally: 

 

conversations, information, short letters, 
advertising texts 

Appropriate assignments: 

¶ tandem learning (making use of respective work sheets) 

¶ role plays (with interlingual communicator) 

¶ texts with wh-questions  or multiple-choice questions in the  target language  explain foreign 
language assignment instructions in the  source tongue 

 

 

 

Remarks about availability of linguistic means ï Grade 8 

Students expand and differentiate their repertoire lexis as well as linguistic 
structures and forms in the course of grade 8. They start to recognize regularities 
of the foreign language on their own and begin to hypothesize about rule-making.  

 

Realschule 

 

Sekundarschule/Gymnasium  

The students possess easy lexical and grammatical 
structures that are necessary for communication in 
familiar everyday situations. Even though they still 
make mistakes they are able to express themselves 

The students have relatively high proficiency 
in easy lexical and grammatical structures, 
so that they are able to handle predictable 
everyday situations. Intelligibility is not 
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successfully.  

 

compromised through  mistakes. 

In detail, they are able to 

¶ name and describe persons, objects, circumstances, ownership as well as occupations and 
events (new in contrast to grade 6: e.g. demonstrative pronouns, possessive pronouns, 
reflexive pronouns, genitive-s, of-constructions, simple relative clauses, adverbs), 

 

¶ state time measurements and locations as well as quantity (e.g. familiar prepositions, different 
measurements, indefinite pronouns, numerals), 

 

¶ formulate affirmative and negated statements as well as questions, ask for and reproduce 
information (new in contrast to grade 6: e.g. interrogatives pronouns, reported speech 
[Sekundarschule/Gymnasium], 

 

¶ understand and express requests, demands, wishes, expectations, duties and prohibitions 
(e.g. modal verbs, auxiliary verbs, conditional clauses, type I [Realschule], type II productive, 
type III 2. Foreign language ï receptive, 1. Foreign language ï productive 
[Sekundarschule/Gymnasium], 

 

¶ formulate simple comparisons (positive degree-comparative degree-superlative degree 
[Realschule], aséas, moreéthan [Sekundarschule/Gymnasium]), 

 

¶ recognize and describe story lines, events and issues as taking place in the present, past or 
future (new in contrast to grade 6: tools to form future tense, contrast, simple past and present 
perfect), 

 

¶ express duration, repetition, progression of story lines and issues, establish logical 
connections between statements (present and past: simple and progressive forms, familiar 
conjunctions). 

 

Appropriate strategies: 

 

¶  identify and  collect elements and structures in easy texts,  hypothesize about rule making 
and  test those rules 

¶  arrange lexis according to specific principles (e.g. word families, semantic fields) 

¶  commit signal words for the  use with specific structures to memory 

¶  of learning software 

¶  look up  information and vocabulary in grammar and bilingual dictionaries 

¶  keep statistics  of mistakes 

¶  use methods of self-correction (e.g. self-dictation) 
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English 

 

 

Grade 9 
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Auditory and Auditory/Visual Comprehension ï Grade 9 

 

Realschule Sekundarschule (B1) Gymnasium 

 

Students are able to identify 
the topic of everyday 
conversations and understand 
the essentials of listening 
texts, if they are spoken 
clearly and slowly. 

 

Students generally are able to 
follow the key points of longer 
conversations dealing with day-
to-day and age-appropriate 
topics , and understand the 
fundamental information of 
presentations, if held in 
articulate standard language 
and at moderate speed.  

 

Students generally are able to 
follow the fundamental statements 
of longer conversations dealing 
with day-to-day and age-
appropriate topics respectively. 
They are further able to 
understand the fundamental 
information and selected details of 
presentations as well as  media 
excerpts, if spoken in standard 
language or a familiar language 
variant.  

 

This includes in particular: 

 

¶ comprehension of 
announcements and 
messages dealing 
with specific topics 

 

¶  understand 
announcements, 
sound recordings 
about familiar topics 
dealing with the target 
country 

 

¶  understand 
instructions 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶  understand 
announcements and 
messages dealing with 
specific topics 
 

¶ comprehension of very 
simple phone 
conversations and 
announcements as well 
as sound recordings 
dealing with familiar 
topics 

 In addition: 

 

¶  understand complex 
announcements and 
messages 
 

¶  identify different opinions 
in a discussion and  
specific behavior patterns 
of the respective culture 
 

¶  understand radio 
segments, news, 
reportages and other 
broadcasts that have a 
high rate of unfamiliar and 
non- deducible lexis or 
some utterances in non-
standard language  
 

Basic strategies: 

 

 In addition: 

 

 In addition: 
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¶  continue to follow 
despite difficulties in 
understanding  rather 
than having to start 
anew 
 

¶  signal non-
understanding and  
ask for repetition 
 

¶  enquire systematically 
if difficulties in 
understanding occur 

 

¶  note down catch words 
 

¶  apply listening strategies 
individually 
 

¶  use of tables and graphs 
as means to heighten 
understanding 

Appropriate text types: 

 

didactically adapted listening 
material, easy conversations 
dealing with familiar topics, 
simple phone conversations 
and announcements, 
messages, songs, 
advertisement clips and 
feature film clips with clear-cut 
plot 

Additionally: 

 

phone conversations and 
announcements, video clips 
typical of the country, 
presentations of fellow students 

Additionally: 

 

abstracts of reportages, debates, 
entertainment-, sports- and music 
broadcasts  on age-appropriate 
topics that have a high rate of 
unfamiliar and non-deductible 
lexis or some utterances in non-
standard language as well as 
several speakers, news 
(radio/television) 

Realschule Sekundarschule (B1) Gymnasium 

 

Possible task forms: 

¶  solve for alternatives, selection and allocation tasks 

¶  fill tables,  complement graphs 

¶  sort and  complement summaries 

¶  give short summaries in the target language, if necessary also in German language 

¶  answer questions about the listening text 
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Reading ï Grade 9 

 

Realschule Sekundarschule (B1) Gymnasium 

 

Students are able to understand the 
main aspects of easy, authentic 
texts, if they are dealing with familiar 
topics. 

 

Students are able to 
understand the fundamental 
aspects of uncomplicated, 
authentic texts dealing with 
topics that are connected to 
their everyday interests and 
areas of expertise. 

 

Students are able to 
understand authentic 
fictional and non-fictional 
texts to a large extend, if 
they are primarily written in 
standard language and 
predominantly deal with 
topics drawn from familiar 
subject matters. 

 

This includes in detail: 

 

¶  understand assignments 
including those given in the 
language of instruction 
 

¶  extract the key information 
from easy, including 
authentic, texts 

 

¶  follow the progression of a 
story line 
 

¶  understand texts in detail 
with the help of a dictionary 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶  understand clearly 
formulated instructions, 
remarks and rules 

 

¶ purposefully  extract 
information from easy, 
including authentic, 
texts 

 

¶  follow simple 
presentations, 
arguments and 
discussions in factual 
texts about familiar 
topics 
 

¶  identify the text form 
and, if applicable, the 
intention of the text 

 

¶  extract information 
from straightforward 
tables, graphs and 
drafts etc. 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶  extract detailed 
factual information 
from texts 
 

¶  identify the 
fundamental 
conclusions in 
argumentative texts 
dealing with familiar 
topics 
 

¶  identify individual 
linguistic means as 
well as the intention 
of the text and the 
narrative and  begin 
to analyze their 
effects 

 

¶  describe distinctive 
characteristics of the 
protagonist 
 

Basic strategies:  In addition:  In addition: 
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¶  build expectations 

¶  use visual aids 

¶  find key words/key 
sentences 

¶  separate important from 
unimportant information 

¶  reduce complex sentence 
structures to their essentials 

¶  work with a list of words 

¶  use simple word-deduction 
techniques 

 

 

¶  understand clearly 
formulated instructions, 
remarks and rules 

¶  compensate for gaps 
in understanding 

¶  deduce unfamiliar lexis 
from the context 

¶  apply word formation 
skills 

¶  draw conclusions  and 
comparisons between 
the mother tongue and 
other foreign 
languages 

¶  select strategies of 
global or detailed 
reading according to 
the assignment 
 

 

¶  reflect  own reading 
process through 
pictures and  check 
reading expectations 
(feedback and self-
monitoring) 

¶  make appropriate 
choices about 
reading strategies 

¶  apply knowledge 
about text forms 
from the mother 
tongue and other 
languages 
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Realschule Sekundarschule (B1) Gymnasium 

 

Appropriate text types: 

 

timetables, menus, pamphlets, 
advertisements,  forms, street signs, 
sign posts, instructions (e.g. recipes), 
instructions for the usage of everyday 
appliances (e.g. a public phone), 
prohibitions and commandments 
respectively, letters, invitations, 
congratulations, songs, rhymes, 
comic strips, riddles, short stories 
with simple structures 

 

Additionally: 

 

reports, descriptions, short 
stories, biographies, 
catalogues, travel brochures, 
newspaper headings, ads, 
weather broadcasts 

Additionally: 

 

prose, poems, selected 
newspaper articles 

Possible assignments: 

 

¶  solve for alternatives, selection and allocation tasks 

¶  fill or  complement  tables, drafts, charts, cloze 

¶  develop catch word slips, structures, mind map and the like 

¶  write a short summary in German 

¶  keep a reading diary ( also necessary  in German) 

¶  act out scenes from texts 

¶  utilize productive methods of text comprehension, for example designing role cards, creation 
of real-life diorama 
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Speaking ï Grade 9 

Realschule Sekundarschule (B1) Gymnasium 

 

Students are able to utilize 
simple linguistic means to 
handle straightforward, familiar 
everyday situations. They are 
able to cohesively present 
issues and start to take the 
initiative in conversations 
dealing with familiar topics. 

 

Students are able to utilize a 
scope of simple linguistic 
means to handle familiar 
everyday situations without 
preparation. They are usually 
able to keep the conversation 
going and  express their own 
opinion. Issues are expressed 
cohesively. 

 

Students are able to take part in 
personal and official conversations, 
even without preparation, thereby 
exchanging information and 
expressing and justifying their 
personal opinions. They are able to 
keep conversations going. They 
cohesively express their thoughts 
about a series of familiar topics 
and/or topics of personal interest. 

 

This includes in detail: 

 

¶  provide information 
about oneself and  ask 
information about 
others 
 

 ask for information and  
communicate simple 
information  

¶  express likes and 
dislikes 

 

¶  use basic polite set 
phrases typical of the 
respective country 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶  take part in 
conversations  on 
familiar topics and  
express personal 
opinions 

 

¶  speak extempore 
about familiar topics 
 

¶  utilize simple 
linguistic means to 
handle different but 
common, everyday 
situations typical of 
the country 
 

¶  exchange information 
and  establish social 
contacts ,  express 
experiences and 
familiar issues 
cohesively 

 In addition: 

 

¶  justify a personal opinion 
 

¶  use sophisticated means 
of verbal expression to 
structure utterances and 
refer directly to the 
conversational partner 
 

¶  use appropriate forms of 
courtesy  
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¶  utilize simple means 
of verbal expression 
to roughly structure 
utterances  
 

 

 

Realschule Sekundarschule (B1) Gymnasium 

 

Basic strategies: 

¶  use practiced speech 
patterns 
 

¶  incorporate nonverbal 
communication 
 

¶  use practiced means 
for verbal 
communication for 
enquiries 
 

 In addition: 

¶ enquiries in 
conversations 

 

¶  diversify practiced 
speech patterns 

 In addition: 

¶  utilize further strategies of 
communication and 
compensation 
 

¶ paraphrasing  
 

¶  use catchword slips for 
monologues, rephrasing 
utterances of the 
conversational partner for 
own  replies 
 

Appropriate text types: 

dialogue situations 

¶ orientation sessions: 
price list, pamphlet 
with price list, menu, 
city map/timetable, 
flyer/concert ticket 

¶ contact conversations: 
calendar, 
pictures/images, ad 

¶ expression of oneôs 
own personality 
through directed role 
plays (simulation of 
everyday situations) 

¶ monologue situations 
information transfer: 
map/simple 
statistics/diagrams, 
pictures/images 

Additionally:  

dialogue situations 

¶ expression of opinion: 
letter to the editor, 
factual text 

¶ prepared roundtable 
discussion 

¶ role play 

¶ monologue situations 
description of courses 
of action: 
recipe/preparation, 
usage of simple 
technical appliances  

Additionally: 

dialogue situations 

¶ expression of own 
personality and 
improvisation in role play 
with the help of role cards 
(problem solving, free 
acting in role play) 

¶ easy conversations 

¶ monologue situations: 
short presentation about a 
prepared topic 

¶ using different media for 
presentations 
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Possible assignments: 

¶  dictating easy texts 

¶  describe daily routines 

¶  verbalizing visual aids (picture description, directions on the basis of city maps,  narrate comic 
strips) 

¶  give short oral presentations based on catch words 

¶  hold short self-planned and ïpracticed conversations in role plays 

¶  hold simple phone conversations 

¶  present scenic interpretations (starting with everyday situations to  extracts from plays and 
self-created drafts) 

¶  make appointments , and  weight advantages and disadvantages 

¶  carry out surveys about topics relevant to the lessons 

¶  hold text-based conversations 
 

 

Writing ï Grade 9 

Realschule Sekundarschule (B1) Gymnasium 

 

Students are able to edit and  write 
simple, cohesive texts  on familiar 
topics connected to the lessons.  

Students are able to write 
uncomplicated, cohesive texts  
on a limited  range of familiar 
topics and text forms while 
improving correct usage 
oflinguistic means . 

 

Students are able to write 
detailed, cohesive texts  on 
a wide range of topics and a 
larger selection of text 
forms. 

This includes in detail: 

 

¶  write short descriptions of 
persons, objects, events and 
past actions 

 

¶  altering or  develop texts 
through small changes 

 

¶  make up short texts about 
buzz words 

 

¶  take addressee, occasion 
and text form into account 
while writing 

 In addition: 

 

¶  present messages, 
simple information and 
thoughts in writing 

 

¶  utilize simple 
standardized text forms 
according to their 
function 

 

¶  record,  structure and  
summarize information 
conveyed through 
listening, reading and 
media through catch 
words 

 

 In addition: 

 

¶  write short reports 
about familiar topics, 
therein transferring 
information 

 

¶  state reasons for 
actions and  give 
oneôs opinion 

 

¶  write detailed 
descriptions and 
field reports 

 

¶  write texts 
increasingly 
independently 
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 use sentence-
connecting elements 
that illustrate the logical 
and temporal 
coherence of the text  

according to the 
required text form 

 

¶  present findings  
while referring them 
to the assignment 
and the addressee 

 

¶ cohesively  describe 
the essential 
information of texts 
 

Basic strategies: 

 

¶  collect ideas about topics 
 

¶  draw lists and mind maps 
 

¶  compile important linguistic 
phrases 

 

¶  use a bilingual dictionary 

 In addition: 

 

¶  plan,  organize and  
review writing 
processes with the help 
of the basic strategies 

 

¶  utilize methods of self-
correction based on 
individual checklists 

 

¶  use a monolingual 
dictionary 
 

 In addition: 

 

¶  avoid linguistic 
difficulties through 
paraphrasing 

Appropriate text types: 

 

notes, reports, descriptions, 
postcards, letters, emails, journal 
entries, comics, mind maps, images, 
pictures, simple narratives, poems, 
small scenes 

 

Additionally: 

 

enquiries, applications, 
resumes, sketches, reading 
diary, wall newspapers, reports 
for a school magazine 

 

Additionally: 

 

Recommendations of books 
and movies, statements, 
slides, posters and the likes 
for the purpose of 
presentation 

Appropriate assignments: 

 

¶  formulate standardized and easy personal letters 

¶  write short texts about topics of general interest (as well as giving a justified statement about 
them, e.g. in the form of a newspaper article) 

¶  prepare,  carry out and  interpret surveys 

¶ filling fill out forms and questionnaires 

¶  complement individual parts of fictional texts or  convert selected passages into another text 
form 
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¶  develop writing tutorials for different text forms 

¶  write stories with the help of semantic fields or  a plot framework, developing role profiles 

¶  use productive methods of text analysis, e.g. designing role cards, writing real-life diorama 
and dialogues for dramatic scenes (  for medium standard and above) 

¶  write summaries (  for medium standard and above) 

¶  write scripts for videos and radio broadcasts ( for advanced standard) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interlingual Communication ï Grade 9 

 

Realschule Sekundarschule (B1) Gymnasium 

 

Students are able to translate 
important information drawn from 
short, linguistically established 
verbal and written utterances 
correspondingly into the  target 
language.  

 

Students are able to translate 
the fundamental statements 
from short utterances in 
familiar day-to-day situations 
and encounters as well as 
from short, structured texts 
into the  target language. 

 

Students are able to translate the 
fundamental statements drawn 
from utterances in familiar day-
to-day situations and encounters 
as well as from more complex 
texts into the  target language. 

 

This includes in detail: 

¶  relay very easy, day-to-
day, familiar information 
drawn from short verbal 
utterances in the  target 
language 

 

¶  relay important 
information that is based 
on numbers in the  target 
language 

 

 In addition: 

¶  relay information 
from short texts 
about issues 
prepared in class in 
the  target language 

 

¶  relay individual 
information drawn 
from a short, written 
text based on basic 
vocabulary about a 

 In addition: 

¶  relay significant issues 
from an orientation 
session or conversation 
in the other language 

 

¶  relay important content 
of a text in the other 
language following a 
structure 

 

¶  shorten,  generalize,  
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¶  relay individual 
information drawn from a 
short, often tabular text 
based on basic 
vocabulary about a 
familiar topic in the  target 
language 

familiar topic in the  
target language 

summarize the content of 
the sample,  eliminating 
redundant information 

Basic strategies: 

¶  use of facial expression 
and gestures 

 

¶ recognition of key words 
 

 In addition: 

¶  utilize memorization 
techniques 

 

¶  use of  easier  
sentence structures 

 In addition: 

¶ paraphrasing 
 

¶  use synonyms and 
antonyms 

 

¶  convert direct into 
indirect speech 
 

Appropriate text types: 
 
timetables, flight schedules, 
menus, event plans, information 
boards, short letters, 
congratulations, announcements, 
conversations, conversations 
about supplied services (e.g. 
shopping, going to a restaurant) 
 

Additionally: 
 
orientation sessions and 
counseling interviews, 
personal letters, 
conversations with personal 
content, easy factual texts 

Additionally: 
 
easily understandable news, 
weather broadcasts, easy 
newspaper articles, easy 
standardized letters 

 

Possible assignments: 

 

¶  explain, in the mother tongue, assignment instructions given in a foreign language  assign 
short texts in two languages to each other 

¶ texts with wh-questions  or multiple-choice questions to be answered in the  target language  
summarize essential content verbally or in written form in the  target language 

¶  write personal letters on the basis of guidelines given in  target language 

¶ role plays (with interlingual communicator) 

 

Remarks about availability of linguistic means ï Grade 9 

 

Throughout grade 9, students learn to identify and classify new lexical and 
grammatical elements on their own. They further learn to hypothesize about rule-
making and test those rules. They consciously and productively utilize linguistic 
forms and structures that they have only receptively commanded up to now. 
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Realschule Sekundarschule (B1) Gymnasium 

 

Students are able to possess 
fundamental linguistic means and 
structures that are necessary for 
communication in everyday situations. 
Although they still make mistakes in 
their usage, intelligibility is  not 
compromised. 

 

Students are able to 
possess established 
linguistic means and 
structures and appropriately 
use them in predictable 
situations. Intelligibility is 
not compromised through 
occurring mistakes. 

Students have command over 
fundamental syntax patterns 
and a certain scope of 
linguistic structures, so that 
they can correctly and 
appropriately express 
themselves in familiar 
situations. Linguistic mistakes 
still occur occasionally  but 
intelligibility is not 
compromised. 

 

At the end of grade 10, students are able to use the following grammatical structures: 

 

¶ relative clauses 

¶ the relative pronouns (who/that, which/that) 

¶ non-dominant relative clauses 

¶ modal relative clauses with which 

¶ participles: 

¶ forms 

¶ participles to qualify nouns 

¶ verbs of perception + object + present participle 

¶ verbs of rest and motion + present participle 

¶ participle constructions instead of subordinate clauses 

¶ ñHave something doneò 

¶ to emphasize something 

¶ passive 

¶ repetition usage, form 

¶ passive of two verbs with two objects 

¶ for + noun/pronoun + to-infinitive 

¶ gerund with own subject 

 

Appropriate strategies: 

 

¶  identify and  collect linguistic elements and structures in texts,  hypothesize about rule-making 
and  test those rules 

¶  know and make use  the principles of collocation of the lexis  (e.g. word families, semantic 
fields, typical word connections) 

¶  use of bilingual or  monolingual dictionaries, grammars and learning software 

¶  utilize memorization techniques (e.g. memory hooks, signal words, mnemonics) 

¶  keep a study or  mistake file 

¶  design exercises for the study group based on  known exercise formats (e.g. multiple choice, 
scrambled sentences, memory) 
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¶  use methods of self-correction or  correction by a third party (e.g. writing sessions) 

¶  analyze the stylistic effect of some linguistic phenomena ( for advanced standard) 

 

 

 

Pronunciation and Intonation 

 

The students are able to understand different variations of pronunciation of the 
target language. At the end of Sekundarstufe I, they are largely proficient in 
pronunciation and intonation, especially in fundamental intonation patterns. As a 
rule, their pronunciation  of the word and sentence level is easily understandable 
, even if their pronunciation still has a foreign accent and they sometimes make 
mistakes in pronunciation. 

 

Orthography 

 

The students possess increasingly good spelling skills. They are able to know the 
difference between pronunciation and spelling and have proficiency in important 
orthographic regularities of the English language. The students use methods of 
self-correction from the beginning and are able to correct and assure their 
spelling on their own with the help of reference books. Their spelling is good 
enough for their writing to be legible. 

 

 

4 Topics and Content 

The students acquire intercultural foreign-language capacity to act in a thematic 
context. They deal with topics and texts that 

¶ are of particular interest to teenagers, 

¶ include a set of problems that  encourages the discussion of oneôs own 
opinion and that are  important for the shaping of the present and future 
society, 

¶ provide the base for their continued education, 

¶ are important for their development and handling of everyday situations, 

¶ serve as preparation for working life, 

¶ are characterized by interesting forms of interpretation that encourage 
interaction between reader and text 
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With regard to the exams at the end of Sekundarstufe I, the following topics in 
connection with socio-cultural content are to be discussed in particular: 

 

¶ Immediate areas of life: 

¶ family, friends, living, free time, hobbies 

¶ interaction and living together (e.g. relationships, attitudes, behaviors, 
outlooks  on life) 

¶ school sponsorships 
 

¶ Social environment 

¶ teenagers in everyday life and school 

¶ interests and activities during free time 

¶ working and professional life 

¶ visions of the future (working life, application, dreams, utopia) 
 

¶ Home 

¶ infrastructure of the home town and the native region 

¶ landscape and regions 
 

¶ Culture and media 

¶ television, radio, commercials 

¶ books 

¶ cinema, theatre 
 

¶ Nature and environment 

¶ Science and engineering 
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English 

 

 

Grade 10 
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Auditory and Auditory/Visual Comprehension ï Grade 10 

Sekundarschule (B1) Gymnasium 

 

Students are able to generally follow the main 
points of longer conversations about day-to-day 
or  age-appropriate topics and understand the 
essential information of presentations, if spoken 
in clearly articulated standard language and at 
moderate speed. 

 

Students are able to generally follow the main 
statements of longer conversations about day-to-
day and age-appropriate topics and understand the 
essential information and selected details of 
presentations as well as medial mediated texts, if 
spoken in standard language or a familiar language 
variant. 

This includes in detail: 
 

¶  understand announcements and 
messages  on concrete topics 

 

¶  understand short, easy phone 
conversations and spoken information 
about the language of the target 
country 

 

¶  understand instructions 
 

¶  understand pre- released film 
sequences with special  mention of the 
foreign culture 
 

 In addition: 
 

¶  understand more complex announcements 
and messages 

 

¶  identify different opinions in a discussion 
and observing specific behavior patterns of 
the respective culture 

 

¶  understand movies, news, reportages and 
other broadcasts with a higher rate of 
unfamiliar and non- deducible lexis or some 
non-standard linguistic utterances 

 

¶  identify and  analyze basic cinematic 
means  
 

Basic strategies: 
 

¶  enquire systematically if difficulties in 
understanding occur 

 

¶  note down catch words 
 

 In addition: 
 

¶  use listening strategies individually 
 

¶  use and  draw tables and graphs as means 
to heighten understanding 

Appropriate text types: 
 
announcements and messages, songs, 
advertisement clips and feature film clips with 
clear-cut plot, phone conversations and 
announcements, video clips typical of the 
country, presentations of fellow students 
 

Additionally: 
 
movies as well as sequences of reportages, 
debates, entertainment-, sports- and music 
broadcasts about age-appropriate topics with a 
higher rate of unfamiliar and non- deducible lexis or 
some non-standardized utterances as well as 
several speakers, news (radio/television) 
 

Appropriate assignments: 
 

¶  solve for alternatives, selection and allocation tasks 

¶  fill tables,  complement graphs 

¶  sort and  complement summaries 

¶  give short summaries in the target language, if necessary also in German language. 

¶  answer questions about the listening text 
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Reading ï Grade 10 

Sekundarschule (B1) Gymnasium 

Students are able to understand the fundamental aspects 
of uncomplicated, authentic texts dealing with topics that 
are connected to their everyday interests and areas of 
expertise. 

 

Students are able to understand 
authentic fictional and non-fictional texts 
to a large extend, if they are primarily 
written in standard language and 
predominantly deal with topics drawn 
from familiar subject matters. 
 

That includes in detail: 

¶  understand texts in detail with the help of 
dictionaries 

 

¶  understand clearly formulated instructions, 
remarks and rules 
 

¶  follow simple presentations, arguments and 
discussions in factual texts  on familiar topics 
 

¶  identify the text form and, if applicable, the 
intention of the text 

 

¶  extract information from straightforward tables, 
graphs and drafts etc. 
  

 In addition: 

¶  extract detailed factual 
information from texts 
 

¶  identify the fundamental 
conclusions in argumentative 
texts dealing with familiar topics 
 

¶  identify individual linguistic 
means as well as the intention 
of the text and the narrative and 
starting to analyze their effects 

 

¶  describe distinctive 
characteristics of the 
protagonist 

Basic strategies: 
 

¶  build expectations 

¶  use visual aids 

¶  find key words/key sentences 

¶  separate important from unimportant information 

¶  use a monolingual dictionary 

¶  understand clearly formulated instructions, 
remarks and rules 

¶  compensate for gaps in understanding 

¶  deduce unfamiliar lexis from the context 

¶  apply word formation skills 

¶  draw conclusions  and comparisons between the 
mother tongue and  target languages 

¶  select strategies of global or detailed reading 
according to the assignment 

 

 In addition: 
 

¶  reflect own reading process 
through pictures and  check 
reading expectations (feedback 
and self-monitoring) 

¶  make appropriate choices 
about reading strategies 

¶  apply knowledge about text 
forms from the mother tongue 
and other languages 

Appropriate text types: 

 

advertisements, announces, forms, street signs, sign posts, 

instructions (e.g. recipes), instructions for the usage of 

everyday appliances (e.g. a public phone), prohibitions and 

commandments respectively, letters, invitations, 

congratulations, songs, comics, riddles, reports, 

descriptions, short stories, biographies, catalogues, travel 

brochures, newspaper headings,  weather broadcasts 

Additionally: 

 

prose, poems, selected newspaper 

articles 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































